f 
4 
| 
| 
| 


— — 


| 
| 
| 


HISTORY 


AMTSRATH GU TMAN. 


Translated from the German. 


ia. 


HISTORY 


OP THE 


AMTSRATH GUTMAN, 
WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 


| PUBLISHED BY 


 ADOLPHUS BARON KNIGGE. 


Translated from the German. 


LONDON, 
PRINTED FOR VERNOR AND HOOD, POULTRY, 


— — 


1799. 


PREFACE 
TRANSLATOR. 


Tur work from which the following pages 
are tranſlated, have afforded the tranſlator ſome 
amuſement. The ſimple manners therein de- 
ſeribed, and the taſte for fimple pleaſures 
therein inculcated, which are ſo congenial to a 
mind, unſophbiſticated by diſſipation and luxury, 
have over-balanced, in the opinion of the tranſ- 
Iator, the diſſimilarity of the anthor's ſenti- 
ments, to his own on ſome ſubjects. But what 
ſtruck him moſt forcibly was the abſurdity of 
attributing to the author of ſuch a book, princi- | 

ples inimical to all governments, and deſtructive 
of ſociety itſelf—and of being a jacobin, an 
illuminé, or an anarchiſt, which has been done, 
both by the Abbe Barnel, and Profeſſor Robi- 
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fon;* and it was this circumſtance, that princi- 
pally induced the tranſlator to put it in an 
Engliſh dreſs, in order that his fellow country- 
men might judge a little of the opinions and 
writings of the man, who has been held up to 
public execration, as the diſſeminator of prin- 
ciples ſubverſive of civil ſociety; and who has 
been induced to quit Europe, in hopes of finding 
leſs party-ſpirit, prejudice and perſecution, on 


the other fide of the. Atlantic. f The hiſtory 
of the Amtſrath Gutman, the ſentiments of \ 


which exactly coincide with thoſe in every 
other work of the Baron's, which the tranſlator 
has ſeen, is a ſufficient jnſtification of his cha- 
racer, from all thoſe unfounded and cruel 


calumnies that have been heaped on him, by 


perſons who, conſideriug the conduct of every 
one who diſcovered any thing like mildneſs 
and forbearance, towards thoſe who thouzht 
differently from themſelves, in the ſlighteſt de- 

grec 


®" See Memoires pour ſervir 3 I Hiſtoire du jacobiniſine. 


par Abbe Barnel, and Proof; of a Conſpiracy againſt all 
Religions, and all Governments, by Profeſſor Robiſon. 


+ In Baron Knigge's Letters from Lorraine, he announces 


his intention of going to America, to fly the ſcenes of hor- 


der and bloedſhed, which were, and ** ſtill are, 
exhibiting in every part of _"—— 
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gree, on religious and political ſubjects, as a 
tacit intrigue on their own conduct, thought 
proper to denounce, as jacobins, &c. every 
one, who would not go all lengths with them, 
or join in the war-hoop which the advocates 
for the eſtabliſhed order of things, as it exiſts 
at preſent, in all the various and diſcordant 
governments of Europe, had raiſed againſt 
every thing, that bore the ſlighteſt appearance 
of liberty, or that tended to make the moſt 
trifling reform, even in what they themſelves 

were forced to acknowledge to be abuſes. 
To thoſe much in the habit of reading novels 
and romances, eſpecially thoſe of the preſent 
day, the following pages may appear inſipid; as 
in them no violent conflicts of the paſſions are 
repreſented ; no vices that harrow up the ſoul ; 
no virtues, but what every one may have ſeen 
practiced, are delineated; nor any highly wrought 
ſcenes of horror are deſcribed. . The author has 
contented himſelf with painting from nature, 
and working on thoſe finer feelings, which 
every one has felt, whoſe taſte is not vitiated by 
falſe pleaſures, or his imagination unnaturally 
exalted, by the conſtant reading of writings, 
wholly addrefled to the fancy. Such perſons 
not finding here the wild ſcenery round ruined 
B 2 caſtles, 
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caſtles, or abbeys peopled with a banditti, or the 
fpirits of the dead; or a concealed monſter, at 
| laftdiſcovering his own daughter, in an innocent 
and.iatereſting girl, at the moment he is going 
to aſſaſſinate her,“ will probably ſhut up this 
book in diſguſt. Could, however, ſuch perſons 
prevail on themſelves to read it through with 
patience, the tranſlator thinks, be may venture 
to aſſure them, that at leaſt neither their heart 
or their head would be the worſe for it. Happy 
for them, if in ſo doing, they ſhould at laſt 
diſcover that the greateſt virtue may be diſ- 
played in the exerciſe of the ſimpleſt and moſt 
" common duties, and the trueſt felicity enjoyed 
in the moſt humble and retired ſituations. 

. is a ſatisfaction to the tranſlator to be 
afured, that ſhould even the generality of 
readers find little entertainment in this picture 
of fimple manners, at leaſt it can have no ill 
effect on the morals of any. Some opinions 
may be brought forward that are, perhaps, 
erroneous, or that, at leaſt, appear ſo to the tranſ- 
lator ; but they are ſupported only by cool ar- 
gument, not by any appeal to. the pathons. - 
With regard ta the execution of Go — in 

/ juſtly admired anda 
Jan, by Mrs. Raicliff. a | 
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its Engliſh dreſs, it is not for the tranſlator to 
ſpeak: unaccuſtomed to compoſition, and totally 
unambitious of literary fame, his only endea- 
vour has been to expreſa the Author's ideas 
with clearneſs and preciſion. 
The language of the Roſicruſians occaſioned 
ſome difficulty to the tranſlator ; the more ſo 
as the tenets of thoſe myſtical ſects are Jeſs 
known in England than on the continent, (par- 
ticularly in Germany) and he therefore found it 
difficult to. get acquainted with the peculiar 
myſtical Jangnage they have adopted, or to 
Make choice of appropriate and adequate terms 
in the Engliſh language, in which, few books 
have been written in that ſtyle, atleaſt, as far 
as has come to the knowledge of the tranſlator, 
Another difficulty aroſe from many words, but 
ſtill more, titles, deſigned to expreſs objects, 
to which, from the difference of manners, we 
have nothing that correſpoads; as, for inſtance, 
Amiman or Amtſrath, the firſt of which de- 


notes, indeed, a man whoſe principal buſineſs 
is agriculture ; but of a very different rank in 
ſociety, both for information and refinement of 
manners, from our farmers. He rents gene- 
rally many farms, either from noblemen, or the 
petty Prince under whom be lives, ſome cf 
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which farms, he again lets out. The Am/trath 
is alſo ſomething ſimilar, but rents only from 
the pringe ; has a title, or degree of rank an- 
nexed to his fituation ; ſometimes alſo farms 
the taxes; and, in ſhort, is rather to be conſidered 
as a civil officer under Government than a far- 
mer. Theſe two claſſes of men, ſomething 
reſemble the farmers general of land in France, 
under the old fyſte m, and the Amt/ſrath indeed 
ſeems to be ſomething between the farmers 
general of land, and the farmers general of 
taxes. No claſs of men in England in the leaſt 
correfponding either to the Amtman, or Amtſ- 
rath, there was conſequently no term to be found 
in the language, to expreſs the idea; the tranſ- 
lator, therefore, thought it beſt to retain the 
German title ; which he hopes, from what has 
teen ſaid, will not be unintelligible to the Eng- 
Ih reader: whenever ſimilar reaſons have 
induced the tranſlator to retain a German ex- 

preſſion, he has given the explanation of it in 
a note. 


Thus much the tranſlator has thought it neceſ- 


ſary to ſay, in apology for having made uſe of 


German terms, and to account for his motives, 
in giving this little novel to the public; ſhould 
it in an ny degree tend to remove from the mind 


of 


of one of its readers, any of thoſe falſe impreſſions 


he may have imbibed againſt its virtuous and 


reſpectable author, and at the ſame time, to 
make them more guarded, in judging of characters 
from report, or to recal a taſte for calm and 
ſimple pleaſures, or impreſs on the mind of any 
one of its readers, the conviction, that there is 
no ſituation, however humble and ſecluded from 


the world, in which all the happineſs this life is 


capable of affording, can be found, the tranſ- 
Jator will be amply recompenſed for his trouble. 
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CHAP. I. 


CONTAINS SOME FAMILY ANECDOTES, AND 
OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES. 


nnn 
ſellor Baron von Fuerſtenruf .are, as every 
unfortunate, as never to have beard of this 
gentleman, let him now be informed that they 
are) as conſiderable as any in the principality of 
. The Privy Counſellor reſided himſelf, 
on one of the manors called Mehlbach, ever 
- fince the year 1750; my father farmed this 
manor under him, and the houſe in which my 
parents lived, was only a fmall diſtance from 
the caſtle, which the old Baron made his habi- 
tation, or, H Jou pleaſe, his reſidence. | 
= 0'S The 
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The Privy Counſellor had taken his leave of 
the court, becauſe the Prince, whom he had 


ſerved as miniſter, grand marſhal, grand cham- 


berlain, head-groom, intendant of muſic, and 
preſident of the councils of government and of 
war, had purchaſed from ſome higher potentate 
a grand order of knighthood, for a younger 
Privy Counſellor, whoſe more modern counte- 
nance began to pleaſe him hetter. The Baron 
yon Fueritenruf, now naturally coafidered him- 
ſelf as a loſt man, and requeſted his diſmiſſion, 
which he obtained in the moft gracious manner. 
He now reſolved to paſs the reſt of his days in 
the ſweet repoſe of a country life, reſpecting 
which, he had many pretty things to ſay, as 
Well as of the bleflings of independence, and 


of the ingratitude of princes. He was ſabje&t 


to frequent ſevere attacks of the gout, and as 
| his lady alſo, who had been formerly lady in 
waiting at the ſame court, was almoſt blind, 
and at the ſame time afflicted with the rheuma- 


tiſm, and other complaints, they both thought 
that quiet, and the pure air of the country, 


would be equally ſalutary to their bodies and 


ſouls. I was juſt ten ydars old, (for I was born 

in the cold winter of 1740) when the Baron and 
| Baroneſs made their entrance in form, in the 
* | | 1; tile 
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little village of Meblbach. The ſchool - maſter 
of the village, had prepared a feſtival for the 
occaſion ; twelve children, with their hair well 
frizzed; and powdered very white, led by me 
and his daughter, were to go two and two, fol- 
lowed by the whole village, half an hour's walk 
from Mehlbach, to meet the carriage as it ap- 
proached : we children were then to ſcatter a 
quantity of flowers, whilſt the ſchool-maſter 
ſtruck up a cantata of his own compoſition ; 
himſelf and our fwine-herd fung the baſe : the 
other vocal parts were equally well provided 
for, and if the inſtrumental accompanyment 


could not be perfectly well filled up, neverthe- 


leſs, an obligata trumpet, which was blown by 
a muſician from Bremen, who happened at that 
time to be on a viſit to his relations at this place, 
was by no means to be defpifed; I am now in 
poſſeſſion of the different parts of this muſic, 
which ſhall appear at the next fair, neatly 


printed, provided a fufficient number of ſub- 
ſcrihers can be found for that purpoſe. f 


The Privy Counſellor Baron von Fuerſtenruf 
appeared extremely well pleaſed, and even af- 
fected with this ceremony, got out of his car- 
riage, and made a long harrangue to all his 
W who were collected together, which 

B LE Was 
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was not indeed perfectly underſtood, as there 
were init many French words, and fine courtly 
- Phraſes, but which was, nevertheleſs, much ad- 
mired, and perhaps even the more on that ac- 
count. The ſchoolmaſter was honored on the 


ſpot with the title of chanter, and as for myſelf, 


I received permiſſion to go often to the caſtle, 
and admire the fine things that were unpacked 
one after the other, and placed in the great apart- 
ments, more eſpecially when the Baron and 
his lady found that I was the ſon of their far- 
mer. | 

It has been maintained, that old courtiers 
never can accuſtom themſelves to another mode 
of life. All of them, whilft treading the ſmooth 


Lipper y ground, complain of conſtraint and diſ- 


guſt; but, at the ſame time, there are none of 
them but are attacked by the moſt oppreffive 
ennui, as ſoon as they are placed in a more 
comfortable fituation. This was the caſe at laſt 


buftle, whicha new eſtabliſhment occafions, had 


ſubfided, they began to examine more minute- 
ly the lacal fituation. They hobbled together 


throughall the gardens, had their coffee brought 


to them in a neighbouring grove, or went into 


when 


me fields to ſee the mowers at their work; but 
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when theſe ſimple objects, that for us contented 
country people, had always new charms, had 
once been ſeen, they produced no more enjoy- 
ment to the vitiated taſte of the noble pair. 

They, therefore, looked about them for ſociety, 

drove in their carriage to viſit the officers 
under government in the neighbourhood, and 


the country nobility, and received their viſits in 


return; but they ſoon found that all theſe peo- 
ple could only talk on ſubjects that were little 
intereſting to the Baron and his lady: they 
therefore gave up this enterchange of viſits, and 
lived in a ſolitary manner by themſelves. In 
order now to have leſs of the fatiguing hours 
of idleneſs, they roſe very late of a morning, 
took their chocolate very comfortably, fed the 


_ parrot, ſettled their affairs with the ſte ward, then 
- (dreſſed themſelves a little, and the forenoon was 


happily concluded by a luxurious dinner, at 
which they whiled away a great deal of time. 
After dinner they took a little nap, and in the 
evening the noble pair played piquet together, 
had the bill of fare for the following day brought 


them, took a light ſupper compoſed of few diſh- 


es, and then weat to bed. 
This uniform mode of life ſoon became ha- | 
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bitual to them, and was perſevered in for many 


were often, particularly in the cold ſeaſon of 
the year, viſited by violent attacks of the gout 


times, the accuſtomed order of the day, and, at 
laſt, they even found means to fill up many 
bours with devotion, as they had, every day, 
ſomething read to them by the waiting woman 
or houfekeeper, from ſome old ſermon, prayer, 
or pſalm book. But at times a little more va- 
riety was introduced into their mode of life. 
This happened when the nephew and future 

. heir of the Privy Counſellor, who, to his coſt, 
was ambaſſador from the court of *** to that of 


cle, in order to ſee with his own eyes, whether 
the old gentlemen would not ſoon, by an ob- 
liging death, enable him to pay his debts. As 
the Ambafſador and his lady knew before hand 
the intolerable ennui that awaited them at Mehl- 
bach, they generally brought with them ſome 
particular friends, and then things went on 
gaily at the caſtle. But I dwell too long on the 
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family! 


My 


years. The care of their infirm bodies, which _ 


and rheumatiſm, interrupted however, ſome- 


9%, came to ſpend ſome weeks with his un- 


noble family; let me return to myſelf and my 
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My father was of a reſpectable middle rank 
between a peaſant and a gentleman,“ a native | 
of our village ; he had formerly entered into the 
ſaite of the Privy Counſellor Baron von Fuer- 
ſtenruf, who was of the ſame age as himſelf, 
accompanied him on his travels as Valet de 
Chambre, and then was placed as ſteward on 
the manor, which he afterwards farmed, when 
he had acquired a greater knowledge of agri- 


2 | culture, and had got ſome money in marriage 
with my mother, whoſe name was Julia Lan- 


1 genbeck. 
As my parents were already lis advaneed 
in years when they married, there was no rea- 
ſon to expect a very large family; they had, in 
fact, only two ſons, the eldeſt of whom came 
into the world ſix years before me, and was 
early deſtined to learn the buſineſs of foreſter, 
in order hereafter to have that appointment to 
ſome nobleman. As foon, therefore, as he had 
In the original the Engliſh word gentleman is made 
uſe of. Ir is difficult to know what ſignification a ſoreigrer 
aflixes.to that. word; but, perhaps, he means that Gut- 
man's father was a freeman in cuntradiſtinctiou to the pea- 
ſantry, who the tranſlator believes were generally attached 


to the ſoil in Germaiy, though not in luch ſubjection to 
thicir Lords as in Poland, Ruſſia, Kc. Note of the Tranf. 
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* been confirmed by our clergyman, he was en- 
truſted to the care of a relation, who had ſome 


. appointment belonging tatheforeſts in the prin- 
*> "*Gpality of ; but at tbe end of the very firſt 
Fear of his apprenticeſhip, that is to ſay, ten, 

© months before the arrival of the Privy Coun- 
 fellor Baron von Fuerſtenruf, at Mehlbach, the 


evening of a day, in the morning of which he, 


my brother, had been hunting, he was miſſed, 
_ and all the endeavours of his maſter, as well as 
af my parents, to gain any intelligence of him, 


were 
As ay father now confdered me as his only 


ſapport in old age, and as, by God's bleſſing 
and his own induftry, be had acquired a pro- 
deny by no means inconſiderable for his fitua- 

uam, he reſolved to ſpare no expence on my 


education, in which reſolution he was ftrength= 
ened by the favor the Baron ſhewed me, as TI 
have already related. For he not only ſent for 


we often to the nnn to be in- 
| thing by way of trial, out of the ſermons of the 
b famous preacher Mr. Neumieſter, on the diffi- - 
E culty of converting the Jewiſh heart, which 
NY — an. - - -- 


printed 
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printed in the year 1719 bat he alſo made me 
a preſent of a crown piece, and promiſed my fa- 
ther, that if he would give me a good education, 


he would take care of my future advancement. 


I was therefore deſtined to devote myſelf to 
the profeſſion of the law, and my parents al- 
ready, in idea, ſaw me as ſergnorial judge, en- 


rich myſelf at the expence of the peaſantry of 


Mehlbach. The old Baron approved of this 
plan ; he hoped yet to live long enough to 
form a young man entirely for conducting the 
affairs of noble families. His principal object 
in this was, that ſuch young man ſhould one 
day put the family achieves in better order, and 


ſor the inſtruQion of the world, write the very 


intereſting hiſtory of the houſe of Fueritenruf, 
which was an object that lay very near his 
heart. I have found among my father's papers, 
a plan for that purpoſe, drawn up by a certain ma- 
norial judge who lived in Mehlbach, whoſe name 
was Saneil Criſominus, and who has deſcribed 
therein moſt clearly, as well as with the great- 
eſt hiſtorical truth, the origin and remoteſt ge- 
nealogy of this noble race. Probably the Pri- 


vy Counſellor gave this plan to my father in 


order that it might ſerve as a guide to me here- 


after 


8 
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after in a ſimilar work of ſo uſeful a nature. 
By the affiflance of this plan, a great genealo- 
gical tree has been formed, and is bung up in a 
room in the caſtle, where it covers one of the 
walls from the top to the bottom. A ladder, 
dedicated expreſs! y to that purpoſe, enabled any 
Curious perſon to go and examine it, up and 


down, and on all fides, from the moſt venerable 


antiquity, to the lateſt periods. 

I cannot reſiſt the inclination I feel, to in- 
troduce in this place, a very ſhort extract from 
the family hiſtory ; and thall pay little attention 
to the ridicule of thoſe who are accuſtomed to 
obſerve, reſpecting ſuch families as carry back 
their origin at the fartheſt to the crucifixion of 
Chrift; ** that it is abſurd to maintain ſuch a 
thing, while every perſon acquainted with hiſ- 
tory knows, that the cuſtom of taking family 
names 1s not yet four hundred years old, in 


Germany, and that it is therefore impotlible to 


have authentic accounts of families before that 
period: that, beſides, genealogy and pure noble 
blood ſtand in a very particular predicament, as 
they depend on the continuance of a long chain 
of virtuous and faithful wives, which is difficult 
to be found under the moon; and that, finally, 
ſuch 
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ſuch hiſtories purely genealogical are perfectly 
unintereſting, ” I fay I deſpiſe ſuch objec» 
tions, that I know for whom I write, and that 
even in this impious age of incredulity, there 
ttill exiſts a ſmall circle of nobles, to whom my 
extract will be acceptable; therefore let me 
come to the buſineſs at once. 

The founder of the moſt noble race of Fuer- 
ſtenruf, was a natural ſon of one of the Pharaoh's 
kings of Egypt, and, in fact, of that very Pha- 
rach, who loſt his life in the red ſea. e ſat 


with his father in a chariot of war, when that 


monarch was drowned in purſuing the children 
of Iſrael ; but as our young gentleman was a 
pious youth, and was always fond of the- Jews, 
an angel held him above the water, (probably 
by the bag of his hair) and brought him back 
to the ſhore, ſo that he was the only ene of the: 


_ Egyptians, who went out in purſuit of the Jews, 
who returned. 


After this, there were ſome others of the an- 
ceſtors of this family who diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves, and at laſt one who was geutleman ofthe 
ted-chamber to queen Cleopatra, and aſter An- 

thony had loſt the battle of Actium, was carried 


briſoner to Rome, by Augu kus, with the reſt 


of 
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: of the Egyptian court. On account of his good. 
gitalities be was ſoon reftored to liberty, took 
a Roman name, and entered into the ſervice of 94 
” the Emperor; his fun was ſecretly converted to i 
F the Chriftian religion. | 
* - Oneof hisdeſcendants was inthe ſuite of the 
+ Emperor Adrian, when he made that very 
| credible journey on foot, Chapeandas, from 
| Spain to the Euphrates. | 
Vader Conſtantine: the great, this family 
| held's ſplendzd rank in the empire. 
Ila the fixth century, one of the anceſtors of 
this family, was Secretary to the high Court of | 
&  foondants left the eaſt, hd went hack to Blows: 

| = Endwig, ſurnamed the broad ſhouldered, 
= d«iftinguiſhed himſelf as a bold warrior, under 
= In the year 1006, Curtius ferved Heory the 
& holy (ſometimes alſo called the limper, becauſe 
* according to the moſt credible hiſtorians, the "= 
Anpel Michael diſlocated bis hip), in the war a 
apainf Poland. | 

- Under the Suabian 1 the ma 
of the Baron von Fuerſtentuf were in great 
reſpect, and beld high offices. 


—— — I 
* 
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The family name made its appearance for the 
firſt time in the fifteenth century, and Juſt von 
Fuerſtenruf was inveſted with conſiderable 
lands, becauſe he was an excellent hunter. 3 * 

His next deſcendants diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves moit famouſly in thoſe days when tbe *J 
law of the ſtrongeſt prevailed, by various ſuc» of 
ceſsful enterpriſes againſt travelling 3 8 4 
and the like. | 755 * 

In later times a Baron von Fuerſtenval pe- 
ſents himſelf, who through his wife, (it = oY] 1 
mentioned by what means] made his "A 
with the Duke of Wirtemberg, and another 4 
who was inveſted with conſiderable pofſetions, WM 
becanſe, as leading members of the aſſembly of! TO 
the ſtates of ***, he had been the means of * 
making the 3 pay twice as much taxes 4 
as they did before. xj 

This little may ſuffice to ſhow, by wbatz 4 
merit this noble family had attained to fachK 
great confideration, and if I am again fallen # 
into the fault of interrupting the narrative e 
-my adventures, by giving an account of this k 
mily, the example of the greateſt part of * 
torical authars may, however, juſtify me; 
who when they profeſs to give Faye fan” * 
| W . 


Ps. 
as: 


—— a — — 
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countries and nations, employ themſelves 
principally iu detailing the circumſtances of 
the life, and in relating anecdotes of certain 
great perſonages ; which a foreign witling has 
compared to the conduct of a man, who when 
he is to celebrate the great actions that have 
been performed with a {word, loſes ſight of his 
objet, in deſcribing the ſpots of ruſt on 
it's blade. 


” p® q 


CHA P. 


| 
| 
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= CHAP. I. 


TE ARS OP MY YOUTH. CHANGES AT MEHLBACH. 
A FEW MORE CHARACTERISTIC SKETCHES. 


For the ſatisfaQion of thoſe readers, who, 
perhaps, from the title of this chapter, may 
imagine that I ſhall fatigue them with long 
accounts of the F years of my 
childhood, I muſt at once, in the beginning, 
| declare, that ſuch is not my intention. Thoſe 
who wiſh to ſee delineations of ſcenes from 
the ſchool, and ſchool boy tricks, may read our 
| new German novels, which are full of them. 
I mean only in a haſty manner to repaſs thoſe 
years, which are generally richer in pure inno- 
cent joys, than in important events, with al- 
moſt every one who is not entirely 9 
| by nature and fortune. 
| | The firſt inſtruction I received, which was 
not indeed very learned, although not entirely 
irrational, was from the ſchoolmaſter, of whom 
* already moſt honorable mention has been made, 
as 
| 
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as muſical director, and as having been raiſed 
to the rank of chanter on the arrival of the 
Privy Counſellor. He was, for the time when 
he lived, a very clever man, could decline his 
Latin caſes, make himſelf reſpected, attended 
to, and obeyed by bis ſcholars, without uſing 
the rod too frequently, and underſtood the art 
ol ſeparating a principal queſtion in the cate- 
chiſm into ſo many little ones, that if by that 
means, the ideas were not reudered more per- 
ſpicuous, at leaſt, the fault often lay more in 
the obſcurity of the ſubje&, than in the addreſs 
of the teacher in explaining it. 

But from the time I was only nine years old, 
our reſpectable clergyman, Mr. Weſterberg, 
took on himſelf the employment of giving me 
private inſtructions, for which my father ſhow'd 
his gratitude to bim in the beſt manner he was 
able, and whenever we killed an ox, a ſheep, 
or a pig, or any other animal, ſome part of it 
was always ſent to his kitchen. I am greatly 
indebted to this pious and ſenſible clergyman ; 
his diſpoſition was mild, ſerene and ſociable, 
his morals irreproachable, his principles firm, 
though indulgent. As all perſons in diſtreſs 
had recourſe to him, and as his heart did not 


from 


_ eafily permit him to turn away the neceſſitous 


| 


! 
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from his door, he often gave more to relieve 
the wants of others, than a better calculating 
and cooler judgment. yould have approved. 
He was, for this reaſon, very poor, and made 
ſometimes a miſerable figure with his thread- 
bare coat and his air of humility at the table 
of the Privy Counſellor, who, accuſtomed to 
judge of men by their ook appearance, 
ſeldom invited him: and as big ſermons were 
not formed of high ſounding words and orua- 
mental phraſes, but of the ſimple language of 
che heart, did not appear to have any high opi- 
nion af his talents ; the leſs fo, as Mr. Weſter- 
berg entered into no political converſation, read 
n and could relate no anecdotes 
5 of the veighbourho d. 

1 purſued any ſtudies under e diretion of 
this warthy man till my fourteenth year, and 
my father was juſt thinking of ſending me 0 
ſome foreign univerſity, when the death of the 
old Privy Counſellor changed the ſcene, at 
Mehlbach, for which reaſon he deferred. my 
Jaurney, The Baroneſs now retired to a ſiſter 
qf her's, who was & canoneſs, and the ambaſ-< - 
ſador you..Fuexſtegruf came with all bis fa- 
mily ta take poſſeſſion of the property. 5 

- As It, fas diſcovered, on cloſer examination, 

* C. that. 
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hat great ſums were to be paid to the widow, 
as well as many other legacies alſo, and as 
the creditors of the ambaſſador, who had al- 
ways conſoled themſelves with the proſpect of 
this bappy period, now became importunate 
| for payment, ſo that, in fact, the gain from the 
mheritance was not very conſiderable : the am- 
bafſador conſidered it as neceſſary to take up 
his reſidence, ſor 2 time, at Mehlbach, where 
he could live with leſs expence. He therefore, 
in the firſt place, gave up his appointment as 
ambaſſador, which, in fact, was not of great im- 
Portanee, and made his tenants happy by his 
_ gracious preſence. | 

The ambaſſador von Foerſtenraf, was at that 
time a man of five and thirty years of age, 
well made, extremely courteous, complaiſant, 
and talkative, but not converſable, (for thoſe 
are two very different things). He did not 
ſpeak to enterchange his thoughts with thoſe 
of others, but he prated, without ceaſing, in 
order that no one might have time to turn the 
converſation on a ſubje& for which he · had not 
prepared himfelf, With all this he appeared 
very lively; but this appearance was, in fact, 
only a mechanical vivacity, which I have 
Lace ſo often pn in what- are called peo- 
ple 


— 


my — -— ——_—__—_—__—— 


| which every moment ſeizes new objects, and 
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ple of the world ; a vivacity, which atiſes, not 
from the innate fire. of a rich imagination, 


ſeeks new employment; not from an impulſe 
prompting them to engage in ſome purſuit and 
to be in action; but from a ceaſeleſs itching 
to ſhine, to pleaſe, and. ta attract attention. 
He was deſirous alſo-to be confidered as a man 
of learning, a connoiſſeur, a man of. taſte, a 
promoter of every thing that is good : as a 
condeſcendling, benevolent friend of mankind ; 


in ſhort, as poſſeſſing all thoſe. qualities for 


which others are praiſed as poſſeſſing ſeparately. 


| He was particularly flattered when any one 


appeared inclined to believe that he had affairs 


on his hands of the bigheſt importance, an 


extenſive correſpondence, and. great influence 
in the cabinets of princes. For this reaſon, he 
uſed. often to ſend the moſt unimportant letters 


by. expreſs, or to have ſuch, letters ſent in that 


manner to him. He loved, as may alſo be 
concluded, pop, ſplendor, and. * 
joys. 1 Ke 


His lady — 3 in e nearly the ſame 


great. qualities, with the addition of a flight 
tinctuze of, coquettery ; but ſhe could, at the 


fame time, affect a certain fimplicity und mos 


„ 10% , 0 2 deſty 
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defty of manners, appear to poſſeſs a taſte for 
the beauties of nature, and for ſimple, domeſ- 


tic, and rural: pleaſures, and could give fill _ 


greater charms to her pretty little perſon, by a 
cadenſed, foft, and apparently artleſs language, 
In the country, ſhe played the part of an in- 
duſtrious houſewife, ſpun even, and knew ſo well 
| how to gain the confidence of my father, who 
was, however, an old practitioner, chat it only 


coſt her a couple of fmooth words, to induce 


him 4 advance her a ſum of money. But 
thoſe who ſaw her in great circles, found her 
quite a different kind of being. There, ſhe 
was completely the woman of the world, was 


ragement with her eyes, in making happy, and 
in uiſqquietiag, 'could talk for hours together on 
miſerable, contemptible trifles, be witty at the 
- expence of others, fuffer ſilent merit when 
not conbealed under the maſk of faſhion to 
remain vnnoticed; collected a circle of the 
empty heated nobility about her, and devoted 
Herſelf to ſenſeleſs adulation. 

Ken tor wie yet ho Ude the bed 
character in this noble family group, that is to 
fay, the 'onby ſon of the ambaſſador, who was 


2 the ſame — myſelf. He was a 
A generous, 


Killed in exaQiing homage, or giving encou- 


— 
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generous, amiable, and lively boy, uncor- 
rupted, full of warm feelings for every thing 
good and noble; all nature, all fincerity. He 
could not at all bear any injuſtice, any oppreſ- 
ſion that befel others; his ſoul appeared form- 
ell for love and friendſhip. With all this he 
had an excellent head, leſs however for creat - 
ing and inventing, than for collecting and ar- 
ranging, a lively imagination, which was 
eaſily excited, and a decided bent fur undiſturb- 
ed independence. He never endeavoured to 
eppreſs or eclipſe others who had leſs abilities, 
could not enjoy any thing at the expence of 
another: but, he was alſo unwillmg that others 
ſhould oppreſs him, or diſturb him in his own 
enjoyments. This manner of thinking, which 
grew continually ſtrouger afterwards, and his 
heart, which was too co:npaſhiooate, too affec-. 
tionate, too .apen, have, in the couple of this 
life, aa will be hercafter related, created fur 
him many unhappy hours. 

This noble-minded young man has to thank 
tis tutor, Mr. Schmidt, who knew how to- 
Preſerye and expand every, virtuqus ingligation, 
that budded in the foul of his pupil, that he 
has grown up with ſuch a character, in the 
bouſe of his parents, ſo very different to him 
83 in 


= You Fuerſtenruf agreed ſo much the rather to 
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in diſpoſition, and not with one leſs amiable. 
The young Fuerſtenruf had been entirely 
under the care of Mr. Schmidt, from his ſixth 
Fear; the ambaſſador and his lady, as is ge- 
nerally the caſe with great people, troubled 
themſelves but little about the education of 
their ſon; but, at the ſame time, they did not 
put any obſtructions in the way of Mr. 
Schmidt; and as they were very defirous of 
being conſidered ' as more enlightened than 
other perſons of their rank, they cven treated 
the tutor in a manner Wy friendly and 
polife. * 

Ass the ambaſſador had put into execution 
his determination of remaining, at leaſt for 
ſome time, at Mehlbach, Mr. Schmidt look - 
ed round' for a companion for his pupil. He 
caſt his eyes on me, and after he had made 
enquiries reſpecting my diſpoſition, and con- 
ſulted on that ſubject the good Mr. Weſter- 
derg, be propoſed to the ambaſſador that I 
ſhould participate in the honrs of inſtruction of 
the young nobleman, and that I ſhould be 
permitted deſides to be the companion” of 
Charles, (for hat was the name of the youth) 


during che greateſt part of the day. Mr. 


this 
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this propoſal, as Mr. Weſterberg had already 
oſten recommended me to him, and mentioned 
to him the favourable diſpoſition, which the late 
Privy Counſellor had ſhewn towards me. My 
parents were very much rejoiced at this turn in 
my fortune, and I had now the happineſs of 
enjoying for ſome years, ſuch an education, as 
my parents could not have procured me any 
other way. By this means, my heart ſoon 
united itſelf, in the ſtrongeſt manner, to my 
noble young friend; my manner of thinking, 
I may venture to ſay without vanity, was fimi- 
lar to his, in many reſpects, only I was leſs 
lively and leſs active; was not ſo eaſily carried 
away by agreeable or diſagreeable impreſſions, 
and diſcovered, in the inſtruct ions we received 
together, more application and leſs genius. 
Charles ſoon formed a ſincere friendſhip for me, 
vas inſeparable from me; and it was not long 
ere I had, by conſtantly affociating with him; 
ſo refined my manners, which before partook 
a little of thoſe of the peaſants, that every one 
not very perfectly acquainted with the ſimell, 
or to ſpeak more like a ſportſman, with the 


[cent of nobility, would have taken me for: a 
nobleman's ſon. 


44 5 Thas 
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Thus then flew away the.years of my youth, 
undiſturbed and ſerenely; and I did not after- 
watids create for myſelf more bitter hours, by 
pdeviſhneſs and uſeleſs fretting, during a life, 
often fo full of troubles ; for that I am certainly 
indebted to the fortunate ei icumſtance that nei- 
ther neceffity, conſtraint, ill treatment, ill-ap- 
| ket ſeverity, or neglect, have embittered the 
enjoyment of the ſpring-days of my life; or 
untuned or depreſſed my mind, naturally in- 
clined to guiety. I have always been more 


iety ; and frequently the preſſure of grief has 
already pafſed away, before I have bad time to 
convince myſelf of its actual exiftence. The 


_ reader will hear, by and by, that I have met 


with very unfortunate circumſtances, but God 
de praiſed, I have always confidered theſe miſ- 


fortunes, only as tranſnory acquaintances, and 


have never got thoroughly intimate with ſor- 
10 . 


love of ſhow; now it was really his intention, 
to retrench his expences in the country, and he 
put this intention partly in execution, but ſtill 


there was ſo much expended in his houſckeeping, 


that the ſtate of his debts was not much dimi— 
niſhed. 


diſpoſed to liſten to hope, than to fear or anx · 


We have already ſpoken of the Ambaſſador's 


— 


— 
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niſhed. A whole tribe of ſervants, - maſt. of 
them idle, immoral, and ſhameleſs, were always 
running about his houſe, and deceived and rob» 

bed their maſter to the beſt of their power. 

Mehlbach was alſo never free from rangers, 
who, with their ſervants and horſes, liyed ypon- 
Mn von Fuerſtenruf. He had, in expeQation. 
of inheriting a great fortune, invited: many per- 


ſons of his acquaintance, when he quitted his 


ambafſadorſhip, to come and ſee him ; they 
therefore came, one after another, particularly 
in the ſpring, to recruit their health in the 
cpuntry, Sometimes it was un ancien Capi- 
taine de Dragons, who watited.to try Hofman's 
pills at Meblbach ; ſometimes it was an old; 
paralytic gentleman of the bed- chamber, to- 
whom Kumpf s medicine had been preſcribed ; 
ſometimes a Secretary of State, who came toy 


drink his Pyrmont water at this place. Such. 


perſons always brought with them other gueſts, 

who. had not been invited, to partake * the 
fine Pates, and the old Rheniſn wine. I had 
thus an opportunity of knowing many ſingular 
originals ; but often Mr. Schmidt, my friend 


Charles and myſelf, withdrew ourſelyes from the 


buftle in the caftle, and ſpent a couple of hours 


at the farm with my old father, who was. al- 


e 5 ways 
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ways cheerful ; or took a pleaſant walk with the 
worth * Mr. Weſterberg. 

It is true, that by the extravagance of the 
Ambafſador, the trades- people, inn-keepers, 
and day-labourers in the village, got money; 
but if you bring into the oppoſite ſide of the 


account, how much his raſcally ſervants, cor- 
rupted, by degrees, the manners of the villagers, 
how, by their means, an inclination for good 


living, idleneſs, and every kind of luxury and 
diffipation, was diffuſed among the peaceful 
huts of the peaſants, the affair has quite a dif- 
ferent appearance, and we may, by this little 


ſpecimen, calculate the greater, often too much 
boaſted advantages, which a capital derives from 


the reſidence of the court. 

With all this, the Ambaſſador was conſtantly 
talking of economy, and made all kinds of 
ſoolim experiments, in order to ſcrape together 
again, hat he had ſquandered in an uſeleſs man- 
ner. Thus, for inſtance, he had economical 
ovens built, and it was calculated, that now in 
Each oven, there would be yearly fiye dollars 
worth leſs of wood burnt; but the firſt building 


colt ſo mach, that forty years would not be 
ſufficient to replace it with intereſt, the capital 
that was laid out upon it. 


My 


. 
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My father alſo, had apparent aTrantages from 
the reſidence of his landlord, as he ſupplied the 
caſtle with butter, eggs, and poultry.; but,un+ 


fortunately, every thing was ſet down to the 
account, and that account never paid: the rent, 


however, was always received Jong before. it 
became due. For this reaſon, my father al- 
ways frowned, when the Maitre d'Hotel wad- 
dled down to give freſh orders. This Maitre 
d' Hotel, a little plump man, half bound in calf, 
was extremely talkative, and ridiculouſly proud 
of the grandeur of his office. I remember he 
once came to my father, with a very important 

air, to order a fat capon, which was to be ſent 
to table on the birth-day of the Ambaſſador's 


lady, But let it be very fat my dear ſtewardꝰ, 
added he, yes, very fat, that I beſeech you: | 


Almighty God, if it ſhould be otherwiſe, if it 
3 lean! friend of my heart, I ſhould 
c 6 ſink 


My father was always ** 
of the Ambaſſador, becauſe he had formerly been ſo; he 
did not like it very well. A farmer is a free man, who 
rents land; a ſteward is a ſervant. But great people have 
a different manner of thinking; and what mutt we ſay, 
when an artiſt of merit, a painter. for inſtance, in order fo 
have more pretenſions to external reſpect, muſt ſolicit as % 
3; favour, the title of valet de chawbee to an eletor, 
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Mak into the ekrth! apropos, my dear, do you 
know hat I did yeſterday ? Our noble maſter 
2s fond. of macaroni ! now between ourſelves, 
the evok had dueffed it very bad the laſt time, 
very bed, do your hear, miſerable. Now yeſ- 


_ terday again, it was on the bill of fare; fo ſaid 


I, do you hear Mr. Frenchman, ſaid I, let me 
drefs the macaroni to-day for once myſelf! he 
agreed to it, and do you know I dreſſed it; and 
may I not die in peace, if our noble maſter did 


not eat three times his uſual quantity of it. 


Although young Fuerftenraf derived little 
pleaſure from all this expence or, indeed, from 


me manner of life carried on in the houſe of his 


parents, yet Mr. Schmidt thought, that ſince 


dias pupil had already paſſed his ſeventeenth year, 
_ confequently would ſoon be conſidered as a 


young man, and could not always avoid joining 
the company, by which means many hours 
would be loſt ; he thonght, I ſay, that it was 
not right he ſhould remain any longer in his 
Father's houſe. His propoſal to go to Leipzig 
with the young man, in order that he might 
compleat his ftudies at that univerſity, was ap- 
proved of, and I was obliged to be ſeparated from 
the deloved friend of my youth. Indeed, as I 
alſo was ſafficiently prepared to go to an univer- 
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ſity, and as my father ſtill perſevered in his 
plan of letting me ſtudy, I might have made 
choice of the ſame univerſity, and have been 
able to live in the ſociety of young Fuerſtenruf, 
but my father was prejudiced againſt Leipzig, 
where he alſo thought it was too expenſive li- 
ving, and feared alſo, that by my intimacy 
with my friend, I might be introduced into too 
high company; in ſhort, I was to go to the 
univerſity at Jena. Preparations were imme- 
diately made for this purpoſe ; we both of us 


ſet off on the ſame day. My father gave me 


at parting, an affectionate bleſſing, and a ſhort, 


but energetic exhortation ; my mother, ſome 
hard dollars ſhe had ſaved up, and ſome ſauſages ; 


and the clergyman Mr. Weſterberg, a bible 
finely bound, and then we ſet off cheerfully ; 
I went part of the journey in the ſame carriage 


with my friend, which I quitted afterwards for 
the poſt-coach, and arrived at Jena about 


in the > your 1758, 
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CHAP. III. 


GUTMAN'S STUDIES, AND HIS RETURN TO THE 
PLACE or nis NATIVITY. 


Ar the time I went to Jena, the manners of 
the ſtudents at that place were ſtill very coarſe. 
Moſt of thoſe who are called men of learning, 
retain, during the whole courſe of their lives, a 
flight ſhade of the manners which they acquired 


at the univerſity, and this is particularly viſible 


in thofe who ſtudied at the ſame period as my- 
| ſelf at Jena. I believe, however, I am an ex- 
ception to this rule; from my youth, I had 
always been accuſtomed to modeſt and civil 
manners; they were congenial to my diſpoſition, 


and wy daily viſits at the houſe of the Ambaf- 


ſador, had made the ſociety of perſons of refined 


manners, a neceſſity to me. On this account, 
therefore, I avoided almoſt entirely, affociating 


with the ſtudents at Jena, and only viſited, in 
my leiſure hours, at the houſes of ſome of the 


profeſſors, into which I had obtained admiſſion, 


by 


+ 


— . 


with theoretical philoſophy, which, however, 
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by letters of recommendation; beſides which, 


during the firſt part of my reſidence at that 
place, my correſpondence with the friend of my 
youth, formed my moſt agrecable recreation. 
But the troubles of war, of which Saxony was 
at that time the theatre, not only interrupted 


the courſe of our correſpondence, but Leipzig 


and its environs being alſo much expoſed to 
danger, the parents of young Fuerſtenruf thought 
it adviſeable to let him finiſh his ſtudies at Ley- 
den. He had not been able to find any oppor- 
tunity of acquainting me with this change, 


before his departure, therefore never received 


the letters I wrote him from that time; our 
correſpondence was thus interrupted, and as it 
had once been ſtopped, and we were afterwards 
always removed farther and farther from each 


other, and entered into other different connec- 


tions, this intercourſe was not again renewed. 
Agreeable to the intentions of my father, I 
was to devote myſelf: to the ſtudy of the law; 


I readily acknowledge, however, that I could 


find but little reliſh for this branch. of learning. 
I attended indeed affiduouſly the colleges of Juſ- 
tice, but other ſciences had more charins for me. 
I began my courſe of ſtudies, as'is the cuſtom, 


was 


4 
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was near giving me a diſguſt for all ſtudy: T 
cannot even now refrain ſrom thinking, that 
the whole load of metaphyſ.cal and ſpecula- 
tive knowledge, is not worth a ſtraw. What 
new truth have we diſcovered by this means 
What do we know more of the nature of the 
ſoul and its operations; of the manner in which: 
that which we call ſpirit, acts on the viſible 
world: of our former and future tate ; of the 
eternal incomprehenſible being of the Godhead; 
of the: pawer that makes every thing grow and 


_ flouriſh? What do we know more at preſent of 


all this, than we knew 30 years ago? Who 
has ever diſcovered how it is that I can move 
my arm or my foot at pleaſure > What has the 
whole herd of ſpeculative philoſophers in all 
ages ſerved us up, but old fancies, vifions, aud 
hypotheſes in a new form, and inveloped in a 
new invented phraſeology, in order to be able 
to repeat once more, things that have been ſaid 
already a thouſand times; arguments full of 
evident contradiction, and folly ſwimming in 
the troubled waters of learning? We now laugh 
at the old ſcholaſtic gtadiators; but what have 

the inventors of new ſy tems given us, that 1 is 


detter, or more cad ? 


Strange 
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4e Strange, all this difference ſhould be, 


« *Twixt tweedle· dum and tweedle-dee!”” _. 


It is only by reaſonings a poſteriori, by ex - 
perience, by exact obſervation of what is viſible, 
| that we can, by degrees, throw more light on 
thoſe objects. The ſtudy of nature, in all its 
departments, phy fic, chemiſtry, aftronomy, and 
all the branches of mathematics; theſe, and the 
| ſciences, by whoſe aſſiſtance we may venture to 
attempt to gain an inſight into the ſublime œco- 
nomy, of the externally. great and good Creator, 
with as much certainty as is compatible with 
our preſent ſituation. All the reſt, ſeems to me, 


idle loſa of time. And as for what is called 


practical philoſophy, we do not want men of 
learning and philoſophers to anatomize- to us 
our moral and religious duties. ' The whole 
fum of theſe duties, with the motives [toward 
them, are contained in the three following rules: 
Endeavour to render thy tation as happy as 
poſſible! in order to effect which to the greateſt 
perfection, do unto others, as thou wouldſt 
others ſhould do unto thee? and when thou art 
in peace with thyſelf, and thy brethren, ſeck 
then to heighten thy enjoyment, by endeayoyr- 
ing as much as is in the power of ſuch a creae 
ture of fleſh and bones, to attain ſuch a degree 
e 
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of intellectual perfection, and purity of incli- 
nation, as may make thee more reſembling the 


moſt perſect being, more agreeable to him, and 


more worthy his paternal care. 
Theſe appear to me to be the very ample 
motives to every kind of virtue which wiſ- 
dom and ſound reaſon offer to the poor pea- 
fant, juſt the ſame as to the rich prelate, and for 
which it is not neceſſary to ranſack the libra · 
ries of colleges, or to write great books. Thoſe, 
who beſides theſe motives, find others alſo in 
their belief in the revealed will of God, have a 
double impulſe, and a double conviction that 
they do not err; and thoſe, who befides this, 
are endowed with a natural inſtinctive diſpoſi- 
tion for virtue, are ſpared many an effort, and 
many a combat between their reaſon and their 
| ſenſes and inclinations. | 
: Readets of reflection will, I hope, ** me 
for having for a moment interrupted my hiſtory, 
by theſe ſerious conſiderations; and I would ad- 
viſe thoſe, ho only wiſh to read fables and idle 
tales, to by dowu this book. 


®* Is this the gigs of 42 man, who wiſhes to reduce 
fociety to the ſtate of roaming dav ges? For that is one of 
the Abbe Burnel's accuſations agairit Baron Knigge. 
Note of Tran. 
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| poſſible, in order that I might aſſiſt ber in the 
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A few words more only, concerning my ſtu- 
dies! I learnt at Jena abont as much law as 
might ſuffice to enable me to fill the office of a 
country juſtice, althongh I refle&ed with pain 
that I was to embrace this profeſfioi; but na- 
tural hiſtory, phyſics, and mathematics, con- 
tinued to be my favourite ſtudies, and F applied 
m yſelf, in particular, with fo mach zeal to the 
latter ſcience, that I was thinking of writing 
home to obtain permiſſion to change the plan 
of ray future deſtination, and to open to my- 
ſelf a path at the univerſity, when a letter I 
received from thence, at once put a an end to this 


Intention. 


It was near the end of ewe year 1761, that I 
received from my mother the account of the 
death of my father! She expreſſed, at the ſame 
time, her deſire to ſee me at home as ſoon as 


management of the farm. 

'My good father had not, like ſo many other 
people, been afraid of the thoughts of his releaſe, 
but had provided before hand for that event, in 
which caſe, his brother-in-law, an honeſt far- 
mer who lived in the neighbourhood, was to 
carry on the buſineſs of the farm, till the ex- 


piration of the leaſe; for, as has been ſaid, he 


had 
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had other plans for me, and in fact alſo, the 
agreement he had mude with Mr. von Fuer- 
ſtenruf, was not ſo very advantageous, as to 
make him conſider it as deſirable that his family 
Mould remain in the farm longer than the pre- 
ſent term. My uncle had, however, in the in- 
terĩim, engaged himſelf in other extenſive con- 
cerns, and had formed great oſtabliſhments for 
making ſaltpetre and pot-aſhes, which he could 
not leave, ſo that there remained vothing elſe 


for me to do, but to take up the buſineſs of 


agriculture myſelf, _, 

I caonot ſay that this kind of like was „e 
larly diſagreeable to me, the leſs ſo as it leſt me 
ſufficient leiſure to purſue my fiudies at the 
ſame time. It would, however, have been bet - 
ter if I bad firſt entered a little into the world, 


and mixed with mankind - before I ſettled my; 


felf, as it were, as the maſter. of a family. 
A perſon, however, ſoon takes pleaſure in anꝝ 


ocoupation, that is in itſelf uſeful and profitable; 


the labours of the country have alſo much more 
variety than the gentry of the town imagine. 


They furniſh, in every ſeaſon of the year, em- 


ployments of various kinds, that preſerve body 
and ſoul ſtrong and vigorous. The pleaſure of 
ſeeing what we have ſowu, planted and cul- 

tixated 


> 
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| ea. this very uncertain demand all the 


* 
£ 
. . 
7 5 . 1 "oY 2» * . 
"x er 2222 ; * £ 
| 12 5 — AC. a A = > * 
— ; 5 


THE AMPSRATH GUTNAN, 49 


firated with care, proſper under our hands, and 
even the little inquietudes reſpecting wind and 
weather, occaſion variety in this ſcene, appa- 
rently ſo uniform, 'and thoſe who have a taſte 
for the beauties of nature, find ſtill higher reliſh 
in their enjoyments. I had not been a ſtranger 
to thoſe things from my youth; therefore I 
ſoon acquired the neceſſary knowledge, and 
ſhortly I gave up all thoughts of entering g into 


1 any other profeſſion. 


My firſt care was to examine into tlie ſtate 


of the property that my father had left behind 


him. This I confidered as ſo much the more 
my duty, becauſe, if ever my loſt brother ſhould 


de found again, he would with juſtice require 


of me his ſhare of the inherſtance ; but the re- 
ſult of my exainination was not very conſola- 
tary; the farm had, by degrees, been raiſed ab- 
ſolutely above its value; in ſome years, that 
had not been very fruitful, my father had been 
abliged to fink ſome of bis capital, and latterly, 


he had futfored himſelf to be drawn in by the 


Ambaffador, to lend him ſuch conſiderable ſums 
of money, which were to have been paid by 
degrees, by deductions from the rent, but which 
at. his earneſt entreaties, were never deduced ; 


reſt 
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reſt of the property conſiſted in the ſtock, which 
alſo was not very conſiderable. 

I found affairs much changed at the caſtle; 
the importunity of the uncourteous plebeian 
creditors of Mr. von Fuerſtenruf, was become 
ſo great that he was ſued for the intereſt, which 


had not been regularly paid, and repeated addi- 


tions to the principal were announced to him: 


be endeavoured then, for a ſhort time, to put 
ſome order into bis affairs, but this was only a 


paliative, and the proſpect of a judgment, aſſign- 
ing his property over to his creditors, to which, 
for ſome. time paſt, both advocates and judges 
had looked with a longing eye, ſeemed inevitable. 
In this embarraſsment, the Ambaſſador began 
now, but too late, to retrench his expences; 
balf of the domeſtics were diſcharged, which 
| balf however, as is generally the cafe, conſiſted 
of thoſe who had ſerved him with the greateſt 
fidelity and were no flatterers: the table was 
lunittedto fewer diſhes, (ſtill however too many 


according to the rules of proper modemtion, ] 


a crows of pariſitical good friends diſappeared, 
and Mr. von Fuerſtenruf became a pbiloſopher. 

I found bim, when I waited on. him for the 
firſt, time after my return, with a book in his 
band, ſittiog in the ſummer-houſe with his la- 


dy, 


| EG 


| 
| 
4 


— 2 — — 


a 


| 
| 
| 
4 


THE AMTSRATH GUTMAN. 51 


dy, who was knitting him a cotton niglit-cap, 
and he gave me a very edifying ſermon, on the 
emptineſs of the pleaſures of the world, and the 


happineſs of a country life, juſt as the late Privy 


Counſellor uſcd to do, when he was feeding 
his patrot. 
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CHAP. IV. 


CUTMAN'S MARRIAGE, PICTURE OP 116 po- 


 MESTIC LITE. 


\ V HEN I firſt entered on my new mode of 
lite, it was not my intention immediately to 
marry ; I had not met with any woman who 


had made any lively impreflion on me, and I 
was young enough to wait with patience, to ſee 
whether fortune would preſent ſuch a being to 
my notice without any particular ſeeking on my 
part. My dear mother conducted the internal 


economy of the houſe, with unabated activity 


and zeal, whilſt I took care of the agricultural 
and external concerns; this occupation was 
really neceſſary to her; but, nevertheleſs, I ſaw 
often with ſorrow, that the good old woman ex- 


erted her ſtrength above ber powers, that ſhe was 


very much tired of an evening, and that fre- 


_ y little unavoidable colds endangered her 


th. When, therefore, the country people 


in the village, our acquaintance in the neigh- 
bourhood, 
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| dourhood, and even the Ambafſador, hintod 


that I ought now ſoon to think of marrying, L 
ſometimes ſeriouſly reflected on the ſubje& = 
I perceived that a good wife, might very much 
contribute to heighten my domeſtic enjoyments; 
that I ſhould in that caſe be able to make my 


.worthy mother comfortable in her old age, to 


take care of her, and by filial attention to repay 
a part of the debt, which her affeQionate care 
of my early infancy, had impoſed on me. The 


good woman alſo ſeemed to be pleaſed, when- 
ever any one talked to her of the pleaſure of 
| ſeeing me a huſband and a father, and herſelf 
_ ſurrounded with grand-children. In the caun- 


try alſo, people have a greater taſte for domeſtic 
pleaſures; they marry in order to ſhare the bur · 


dens and comforts of life with a beloved com - 
panion; whilit people in towns tremble at 2 
connection that encreaſes their expences, and 


gives them a future proſpe& of innumerable 
cares, and the probability of a pair of horas. 

As ſoon as it was perceived that I was half 
inclined to it, there was no want of propoſals of 
the kind, from all fides, for I was conſidered as 


a wealthy young man, and an induſtrious far- 


mer. The Ambaſſador's lady was not the laſt 
to make a merit with me, by finding mea wife. 
D She 
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She had a waiting woman, rather thin, but 
however well grown, for whom ſhe would not 
have been unwilting to get a hnſband : ſhe was, 
according to the Ambafſador's lady, of genteel 
parentage, as her father, who was in the firſt 
place, indeed, only purveyor of the fire in the 
Knight's chamber at Stutgard, was afterwards 
promoted to be marſhal-purveyor of the ſta- 
bles ; * ſhe could tell you the names of ſeveral 


things in French, could make lace, had read 


Richardſon's Pamela, as alſo his Clariſſa, and 


had already contributed much to the refining of 


the country people at Mehlbach, as ſhe and the 
little Maitre d Hotel had had the merit of teach- 


ing ſome of the clevereſt of the young people, 


ſome Engliſh country dances, the ſame as they 
had been danced twelve years ago, at Stutgard. 
But having once told the Ambaſſador's lady, 
that I had always felt, from my childhood, a na- 
tural averſion to ladies maids, and comb-bruſhers, 
I remained without any attack from that quar- 
ter. | | 

| © The Tranſlator imagines that the ſimple meaning of 
_ theſe high ſounding titles is, that he firſt of all provided 
wood for the fire in the chamber mentioned, and afterwards 
bad the honor * bay, Kc. for "= tables. Note 
of Tran. —— 
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In the little town that was half a mile from 
us, there lived a grocer, who had three daugh- 
ters, not abſolutely diſagreeable : this family 
ſometimes viſited us of a Sunday ; the father 
uſed, on thoſe occaſions, to put on his beſt blue 
coat, lined with white, and to carry in his band 
a China headed cane. As ſoon as they got qut 
of the little town, he took off his peruke in order 
to ſave it, which was then put into a box, and 
carried by his youngeſt daughter. In this man- 
ner they continued their walk; the three beau» - 
ties tucked up their robes, and when they ar- 
rived with their fat red cheeks, at the wood be- 
fore you come to Mehlbach, a ſmall pocket 
looking-glaſs was faſtened to a tree, the peruke 
again brought forth, and every thing put in ſuch 
order that they might make the beſt appearance. 
The ſecond of theſe beauties, ſeemed particu- 
larly to ſet her cap at me; ſhe made a diſplay 
of all her talents, amongſt other things ſhe had 
learnt a little muſic, and as a ſpinet, with Adam 


and Eve and the ſerpent and all that belongs to 
then painted on the cover, ſtood in our beſt 
parlour, ſhe uſed to let herſelf be prevailed on 
to play a march on it, and afterwards to favour 


us with a little fong, that began with theſe 
words i= | 


D 2 « Of 
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. Of all that's ſoothing to the mind, 
% Nothing like friendihip's joys I find,” 
| Even had this fair one been able to pleaſe me, 


Mill the buſineſs which her family carried on, 


"would have prevented my thinking of her, as 


whenever they came to viſit us, I could not for 
two days after get the ſinell of cloves and faf- 


fron out of the parlour. 
My other female acquaintance, were equally 
_ unſucceſsful. My marrying hour did not ap- 


pear to be yet arrived ; and thus a whole year 


| paſſed away. 


In the following 8 my former worthy 


inſtructor, our clergyman, Mr. Weſterbery, 
received a viſit from his niece, a pretty young 
' woman, but without fortune, who had loſt her 
: parents, and now found, in her uncle, a bene- 
factor and a ſecond father. She had been brought 
up in the country, but afterwards ſpent two years 
with ſome relations at Brunſwick, who were 
people of virtuous and refined manners: there 
| the appeared to have acquired as much poliſh, 
as is conſiſtent with fimplicity of manners and 
* natiye eaſe; this was what I ſought, and as I 
afterwards perceived in her other-good qualities 
| beſides, I ſpoke to my mother on the ſubject, 
and ſhe perfectly approved my choice. 


It 
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It is not, however, ſufficient-to make choice. 
of a wife; a man muſt know on what he 1s to 
live, with her and the children that may come. 


Nox the reader has already heard what were my 


pecuniary circumſtances; I therefore conſider- 


ed itas my firſt duty, to place myſelf on a Cer 
tain footing with the Ambaſſador. He ſtared, 


indeed, when he ſaw the number of notes of 


hand, he had given at different times: I pro- 


poſed to him to agree on certain terms, by which 
a part of the debt ſhould be deducted regularly. 
from the rent; but his entreaties, the confider- 
ation of his preſent reduced fituation, the friend- 


ſhip that united me to his ſon, the obligations 
I was under to the family, in whoſehouſeT had 


received the beſt part of my education, all this 
worked on me, and I was generous enough to 
content myſelf with a bond for the whole ſum, 


and a promiſe of haxing the intereſt regulagl) | 


paid: but on the other hand, I had my le 
renewed for twelve years, without being raiſed ; ; 
and as I now thought I had provided for the fa- 
ture by theſe means, I preſented myſelf to tha 
worthy Mr. Weſterberg, and aſked his conſent 
to marry his niece, of whoſe favourable diſpo- 
fition towards me, I had before had regſop 9 
be convinced, as my mother had made it 


D 3 
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büſi neſs to enquireinto that ſubject. The wor- 


thy old man gave his blefling to my propoſal, 


(with tears in his 8 and every ching was 
ſettled. 

As foon as it was W in the Uttle circle 
oF our acquaintance, that I was going to marry 
Mr. Weſterberg s niece, every body wiſhed me 
Joy in the moſt friendly manner. It was a great 
ſatisfaction to me, to find that my choice was 
generally approved of, and that even thoſe who 
had before formed deſigns on my infignificant 


my intended bride. I even remained on the 

ſane friendly footing with the grocer's' family 
as before; they came to the entertainment E 
gave to my own and my intended bride's ac- 
quaintante, two days aſter our marriage had been 
agreed on. The! ſecond of the beauties, made 
her appearance in a lemon-coloured gown, with 
dark green ribbons, and danced with great ſpi- 

rit; and as T afterwards bought all the ſugar, 
coffee, and things of that kind that I wanted, 


fon the father, and even ſupplied myſelf ſome- 


times through him, with a chance in the Brunſ- 
. wick lottery; we lived on very friendly terms 
with this family, who were in reality on the 


hole, ver good people, 


_ Ufy 


had boverer the merit to do juſtice to 
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greateſt enjoyment from the little things, and 
with her ſpectacles on her noſe, knitted ſtock - 
ings and gleves for them. When in the ſum- 
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My domeſtic pleaſures now began, and I can 


with truth ſay, that I enjoyed at this period, the 
happineſs of a peaceful domeſtic life, in its ful- 
leſt extent; my beloved wife, entered with 
ſpirit into the buſineſs of the family, and every 
thing ſeemed to proſper under her bands. I had 
plentiful harveſts, and peace and union reigned 
under my roof. Every one had his ſtated bu- 
fineſs, and as my Amelia within three years, 
preſented me, firſt with a daughter, and then 


with two ſons, our houſe appeared very lively: 


my old mother carried about the children, 
watched and took care of them, .derived her 


mer, we had all borne the burden and heat. of 


the day, our light ſupper in the evening tafted 


delicious to us: weuſed then, to have the table 


brought out before the door in ;the court, our 
friend Mr. Weſterberg alſo often joined our 


company, and in that caſe, the jug that went 
round the cirele, was filled with the beſt March 
beer, which was not to be uſed on every occa- 
ſion. The Ambaſſador and his lady, now that 
they had been forſaken by their flatterers and 
table friends, began, in reality, to acquire a 

90 taſte 
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taſte for a ſimple life: ſometimes they would 


ſtroll down to our houſe, arm in arm, about 


ſupper time, and invited themſelves to a bowl 
of milk, and a fort of hard cake, that my wife 


added, that they brought with them a couple 
of bottles of old wine, which they carried them= 
ſelves. Indeed, they appeared on thoſe occa- 
Bons, very amiable in their conduct, and I en- 
deayoured to entertain them, in which I almoſt 
. always ſucceeded, for I may venture to ſay, 
that in my youth, I was much inclined td in- 


notent gaiety, and had the gift of enlivening - 


chm erſutiom by that cheerful kind of wit and 
Wuttionr, which: gives pain to no one. 


times alſo there came Bohemian muſicians, who 
Having tuned their inftraments before in the 
village, for fear of being turned away if they 


Had been heard; ſtole ſecretly into our court 


and ſtruck up a concert all at once before our 
| door, with tabor, pipe and fiddles, which pleaſed 
very well our not over delicate ears: they muſt 


firſt, however; have made friends with the houſe | 


dogs, ho generally announced their arrival, 
and 


was famous for making well: it ought to be 


"The hay barveſt, corn harveſt, vintage, kit 
Ing of catfle, all theſe thitygs were feaſts for us, 
fix or: ferrumts ard our neigbbours. Some 


| 
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and not unfrequently joined their voices in cone 


cert with the inſtrumental performers... 


In the winter, the long evenings. were dedi- 
cated to domeſtic employments: the mother 
and daughter-in-law ſpun, and I brou ght out 
my books, ſtudied, read uſeful works that Mr. 


Welterberg procured * me, or ſettled mY ac- 


counts. 

We were not, however, quite without viſits 
from ſtrangers ; among others, in the latter end 
of the yeur, a wine merchant uſed to travel the 
country, to take orders and to receive what was 
owed him. He was a ſenſible, lively, arid rf 
minded man ; he generally took a 'bed at my 
houſe, and I then beſpoke of him a pipe of light 
common u ine, which laſted metheyearthrough + 
he was fond of talking on politics, and we ufe 
to diſcuſs this ſubject together over 4 Flad of 
wine; the peace of Hubertsburg had, how- 
ever, been made, without our being confi 


but to point out afterwards, the 7 
had been committed in the, — 
he was on the ſide of eB Auſtrians ; I was 
for the king of Pruſßa; but, notwithitariding 
all that, we always differed 660 . for. 
be raiſed, it was not arriy 
PRES  - pitt 
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pitch, that people hated, perſecuted, and ca- 
lumniated each other, on account of different 
private political opinions, and our governors, 
were rational enough, not to diſturb themſelves 
about our political dialogues. 
There was little luxury in my houſe; we 
drefſed fimply, like the people in the country, 
and thoſe of the middling claſs, and a number 
| of unneceflary trifles, with which the people of 
the. town load themſelves, and fill their apart- 
ments, and their pockets, were quite unknown 
to us. If by chance a travelling pedlar came to 
dur village, bis box of Nuremberg wares was 
to us an objec of great admiration; and if I 
made any unuſual expence, by purehafing my 
wiſe, a flk handkerchief, a work-baſket, or any 
thing of that kind, there was greater and more 
hearty ſatisfaction in the houſe, than when a 


ul ſweat of his plundered ſubjects ; 


of being pleaſed wifles, and the advantage 


of being able to go Whbout expenſive — 
Huities! 


I. did not rent from the Ambatfador the pri- 
vileges of the chace, indeed, I never was a 
great 


: monarch preſents his wife or his miſtreſs, with 
— mond ornament, that is to be paid for 


erve the fortunate diſpoſition 


| 
1 
\ 
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%%, who was fond af this exerciſe, ſometimes 
viſited me in the autumn; during his ſtay with 


me, the keeper of the foreſts: uſed to take us 


out with him, and when we had run about from 


break of day till the duſk of evening, my wife 


uſed to regale us with a plate of dry fruit, 
which was ſeaſoned by hunger, and ſportſman's 
jeſts. 

| I went ſeldom to the capital, and only when 
bufineſs obliged me to go there ; whenever this 
happened, my wife and my mother took great 
care to bruſh my beſt coat and hat very nicely, 
and to get ready fome fine linen for me, and 


2 warm neck handkerchief and ſo forth; and 
when I returned home, I brought with me 


all kinds of novelties, ſongs, and curious flower 


roots, and cakes, almonds, and raiſins for the 


children. 
| Theſe occupations and pleaſures became 
more varied, as the little ones grew older. The 
hvely girl, who had been chriftened Julia, after 
ber grandmother, whom, according to the aſ- 
furances of our neighbours, ſhe reſembled as 
much as one drop-of water does another, ran a 
riſk of being a little ſpoilt, for ſhe was ſoon the 
favourite of us all. The eldeſt boy, for whom 
'D6 the 


great Nimrod. Nevertheleſs a bookſeller from, | 


—— — 22 den 
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te Ambaſſador: himſelf ſtood godfather, and 


whom he had named Gottfried, was of a very 
mild diſpoſition, quick of comprehenſion, re- 
flective, and fond of ſcrawling on paper and 
on walls; the youngeſt was called Daniel, after 
our deat Mr. Weſterberg. The women, who 
are always finding likeneſſes, affirmed that he 
was the exact image of myſelf; in other reſpects, 
he was a plump red-cheeked boy, who was fond 
of the open air, took delight in ſowing and 
planting ; with all that, had bis heart always | 
on his tongue, and of whom it might be pre- 
died, that he would never occaſion any great | 
revolution in the world; I defigned bim in my q 
own mind for agriculture, but I intended his 
brother for ſome learned profeſſion. 


*. „ 
\ 
| 
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' CHAP. v. 


BISTRESSING EVENTS. UNEXPECTED GOOD | 
| FORTUNE. 


Tu: now, that is to ſay, till my nine and 
twentieth year, kind providence had not made 
me taſte any bitter cup; the loſs of my old fa- 
ther, which I was to- expe in the order of 
things, was the only grief of any conſequence 
that I had met with, and I can ſay with truth, 
that I knew the greater misfortunes of life only 
by books and verbal relation. That this could 
not always laſt I was perſuaded, and even in 
the year 1770, I was reminded, that it would 
be preſumptuous for me to conſider myſelf as 
privileged, in preference to ſo many thouſand 


good and better men, to enjoy. pure 2 
n in this world. 


The vow which 1 received this year, was the 


| ſudden death of my friend Mr. Weſterberg, 


who had been like a father to me. He had been 
ſent for to a * who was 983 y ill; as 
he 
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he ſat by him, endeavouring to relieve his ſuf- 
ferings by friendly conſolations, and to prepare 
him for his departure, he fell down dead by the 


who knows how near I may be to my end.“ 
The fick perfon recovered after ſome time. 

The ſeparation from this worthy man, made 
à great gap in my domeſtic felicity. His place 


ſpoken gentleman, who belonged to that claſs 
of talkative creatures, who eollect the ſkum of 
all the ſciences, chatter about every thing, de- 
| eide on every ſubject; a ſpecies of men, that 
| | has increaſed ſo muck of late, that if they were 
k. not continually fired at by the heavy artillery 

of ſound eriticiſm, theſe freebooters would ſoon, 
2 like Pharach's locuſts, convert the moſt fruitful 

fields of literature into defart waſtes. Mr. Pitt- 

man introduced into uſe in Mehlbach, faſhion- 


heard in our little village: he ſpoke without ceaſ- 
1 ing, of imward feelings, of ſympathy, of plea- 
= farable ſenſations, of ſenſibility, of unfortunate 
| paſſions, of intellectual enjoyments, of knows- 

ledge, of mankind, of the phaloſophy- of life, of 
feet enthufiaſm, of ſharp-ſfightedneſs, of enno- 


forth; 


bdedſide, juſt as he was pronouncing the words, 


as a clergyman, was filled up by a little ſmooth 


able words, that till then, bad been ſeldom 


bling, enlightening the country people, and fo. 


- 
r 
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forth; his ſermons even were ſo full of this 
pretty little flowery language, and he knew how 


to deliver them in ſuch ſoft accents, and fo foft 


a voice, that the women, who in general attend 
more to the mode of delivery of a diſcourſe, 
than to its contents, ſeldom left the church 


without having emptied their bag of tears; eſpe- 
_ cially when added to that, he began to turn and 
roll about his little black eyes. He had brought 


with him Baſedow's* Clementary Work, that 
had juſt made its appearance, and wanted to 
convert the village- ſchool, into a philanthro- 
phical one, and to teach the poor chanter, even 
now in his old age, the new mode of inſtruction; 


he alſo made a propofal for inſtituting a feaſt of 


the rofe, which, however, the Ambaflador de- 
Clined, for want of . "Mm 


I ſhould 


„ Baſedow; who was a Socinian, is conſidered by Pro- 
feffor Robiſon in his Proofs of a Conſpiracy, &c..as having 


given the firſt impulſe to innovation in Germany, and con- 


ſequently, as being the firſt cauſe of the riſe of that ſociety 
of Illumĩnẽs, to which he ſuppoſes Baron Knigge to belong. 


If Baron Knigge, and the ſociety above mentioned, are 


what Profeſſor Robiſon repreſents them to be, is it not 


ſtrange the Baron ſhould ſpeak of Baſcdow in the manner 


he does. kd Tran. ; 3 
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I ſhould, however, have let all that paſs very 
eaſily, hal he not interfered too much in my 
family. But be always came with his pockets 
full of almanacks of the muſes, journals, and 
what was worſe than all, novels, which he gave 
my wife to read, who liked very well, ſome- 
times in the long winter evenings, particularly. 
of a Sunday, to take up a book. The good 
woman, for my happineſs and her own, had not 
acquired much learning! She knew a little of 
| hiſtory and geography, wrote a good letter in 
an unaffected ſtyle, had read a ſelection of our 
old German poetical and proſe writers, Gellert, 
Haller, Hagedorn, and Kabner, and ſome books 
of travels. But ſhe was a ſtranger to a number 
of ſituations, torments, and joys in human life, 
the mad ſport of ſtormy paſſions, and the wan- 
derings of a heated imagination. Now ſhe was 

by theſe writings, introduced into a new world, 
her curioſity faſcinated, and her imagination ſet 
to work. I perceived, with diſpleaſure, that ſhe 
often dedicated hours to novel reading, that 


might have been better employed in houſehold 


affairs; the poetic deſtiny of a tragedy hero, 
could excite her tears as ſtrongly, as the actual 
miſery of mankind that we ſee around us; every 

thing that was wonderful and unexpected, at- 
| trated 
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traced her attention; while, on the other hand, 
what happened every day was too common for 
her; ſhe no longer participated ſo heartily in 
our little domeſtic joys, and our honeſt neigh- 

bours and acquaintance, did not any longer 
appear ſufficiently refined for ber, juſt as if ſhe 
had actually been accuſtomed to the ſociety of 
the fine people, with whom ſhe was * ac- 

quainted in her books, 

At firſt, I attempted, by —— ratllery, to 
ward off the ſtorm, that threatened with danger 
my domeſtic happineſs, and made me fear every 
thing, for the education of my children ; after- 
wards, I had a very ſerious converſation with 
Mr. Pittman on novel teading, and in general, 
on the choice of books ſuited to the particular 
fituation of each reader, but I found that all the 
good I gained by this means, was fimply this, 
that I was pitied, as a man without taſte or 
feeling. As the Ambaſſador's lady alſo leaned 
a little to this fide, and as the accompliſhed 
waiting woman, of whom [I have already ſpo- 
ken, now joined the party, I was thinklng of 
putting an end to this learned diſorder, at leaſt 
in my own houſe; in which plan, I was joined 
by Mr. von Fuerſtenruf, (who though he was 
fond of playing 2 and the patron of 
| literature, 
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literature, fortunately did not like this kind of 


reading) when diſagreeable events of a diffe- 
rent kind, drew off my attention from this ob- 
The Ambaſſador had, for ſome months paſt, 
deen in the habit of frequently taking little 
journeys from home, and had remained abſent 
each time, a-fortnight. When he returned the 
firſt time, he told me he had been to ſee his 
ſon, who was now Privy Counſeller and Gen- 

tleman of the Bed-Chamber, at ***, and 
whom he had 'not ſeen for ſome years; he 
| brought me a friendly meſſage from him, aſſu- 
red me he was very well, and that he ftill re- 


membered me. I exprefſed my wiſh once 


again to ſee the noble youth, ater ſo long a 
time, and thus ended our converſation on this 
ſudject. After his return, from each of the fol- 


lowing journeys, Mr. von Fuerſtenruf always 


appeared to me, to become more melancholy 
and thoughtful; however, as idle eurioſity 
never was my failing, and as I never ſought 


the confidence of any one, till leſs that of the 


great, and as he did not ſeem inclined of him- 
felt, to diſcaver to me the cauſe of his grief, I 
gave myſelf no concern about it: however, the 

little Maitre d' Hotel whiſpered a few words to 


my 
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my wife, about money unfortunately lent, and 
approaching diſagreeable changes. 

About the beginning of the autumn of. the 
ſame year, they began at the caſtle to pack, up 
the beſt furniture, and to carry ſome loads of 
it to a little town in Saxony, were the Ambaſ- 
ſador had one fingle houſe, . which was part of 
the property of his lady. A little after this, 
they both went away, without taking leave a 
any one. 

This extraordinary conduct did not long re- 
main a riddle; the Ambaſſador, after different 
fruitleſs attempts, to raiſe a conſiderable ſum of 
money, perceived, that in a few weeks his 
lands would be aſſigned over to his creditors, 
and in order to avoid the additional mortifica- 
tion he would be expoſed to, if he were to be 
preſent at ſuch an event, he took flight to . 
As the long train of events in my own life, will- 
for ſome time prevent my ſpeaking of him and 
his wife again, I will collect together, in a few 
words, all I ſhould have to ſay of them in this 
| book. The Ambaſſador lived in a very confined. 
manner, on the ſmall annuity allowed him out 
of his property. He retained of his yet re- 
maining ſervants, only thoſe who were moſt 
neceſſary ; affociated with no one; fell fick from 
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Surſe of a few years, 
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the ſorrow that gnawed at his heart, and becauſe 
he was not philoſopher enough to be contented 
without theſe things, which, however, are ſo 
little effential to true happineſs ; at. the end of 
thirteen months he died, and Madame von Fuer- 
ſtenruf found means to get herſelf appointed 
firſt lady in waiting at the court of the Prince 
of , where ſhe alſa finiſhed her life in the 


Shortly after the Ambaſfador . departure, 
there appeared in the public papers, an adver- 
tifement for a meeting of all his creditors at the 
capital town- of the principality. I had then 
but a bad prefentiment reſpecting my demand, 


which was above five thouſand dollars; how- 


over, L. went and preſented myſelf as well as 


the others, with my bond in my hand, but ſoon. 


had the ſorrow to find, that the greateſt part of 
the other creditors would go before me in the 
claffification, becauſe older ſecurities bad been 


granted them. This, however, could fill have. 


been borne, if I could only have hoped to re- 


ceive the intereſt of the money, the fruits. of 
many years of my own and my father's labour, 
but holy law continued to give ſuch a turn to 
the affair, . that it came to a formal alignment, 


conſequently the intereſt was ſtopped. Coun- 


ſellor 
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ſellor Hamſterfeld, a complete knave, with a 
thin haggard countenance, the true image of 
chicane, was appointed agent, and received now 
full power to manage and diſpoſe of the revenue 
of thoſe noble manors, according to the fornis 
of law indeed, juſt as he could anſwer it to his 
| leathern conſcience. For myſelf, unfortunate 
man as I was, I had the proſpect, if every thing 
turned out for the beſt, of receiving the firſt 
ſum towards the payment of my five thouſand 
dollars, with the loſs of the intereſt in fifty 
years, of which ſum, a part even belonged to 
my brother, if he ſhould ever make his appear- 
- ance again. | SO, 
This was hard, but my happy diſpoſition, 
on which unpleaſant events made but a tran- 
fitory impreſſion, ſoon tranquillized itſelf again. 
J had ſtill the farm, which would maintain me 
and mine, if we were induſtrious and prudent, 
and no extraordinary misfortunes befel us. 
But this hope even diſappeared. About Michael- 
mas, Juſtice Twanger, Secretary Goldfang, 
Counſellor Hamſterfeld, a Chancellor, a Beadle, 
and other afhſtant's-afliſtants, - after they had 
taken a review of the other eſtates of Mr. von 
Fuerſtenruf, came alſo to Mehlbach. Now 
therefore, the buildings, woods, fields and mea- 
1 155 dows, 
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dows were viſited, regiſters made, inventories 


taken; a couple of hours in the morning were 


employed in this manner, the reſt of the day 
was devoted to good eating and drinking. So 
it went on for four weeks; the gentlemen pre- 
' ſcribed for themſelves a luxurious regimen, and 
at their departure, they announced to me, that 
my leaſe from the Ambaſſador for the farm, 
was not binding to his creditors, who were now 
in pofſeſſion, and that as the whole of the pro- 


perty was already let together to another, I 


muſt quit Mehlbach next ſpring. In vain did 
I repreſent to them, that it would be more ad- 
vantageous to offer the farm to the beſt bidder, 

and told them that if there was a tune appointed 


for that purpoſe, I would bid handſomely ;—TI 


was not liſtened to. | 
I perceived indeed now, ſo much, that if I 
had thought proper to ſpend a rouleau of Louis 
d'ors, I might not only have remained in the 
farm, but have made an agreement with Mr. 
Hamſterfeld, by which neither of us would 
- have grown poor : but having a heart that ab- 
horred artful dealings, I preferred braving po- 
verty, to earching myſelf by deceit. Theſe 
gentlemen too, all of them quickly perceived, 
TY that 


* 
: 


vidence might lead me, that ſhe baniſhed even 
the laſt ſhadow of ſorrow from my ſoul. 
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that I was a kind of man that did not ſuit their 
trade in the leaſt. 

All the uſeful property I now poſſeſſed i in 
the world, conſiſted in the ſtock, which my fa- 
ther having paid for with hard money when he 
took the farm, muſt conſequently be purchaſed 


again of me, by the next farmer. But even 


theſe remains of my property, were much leſ- 


ſened by this ſtock being extremely undervalued, 


becauſe I had neglected to corrupt the ſworn 
appraiſers; and therefore that which was cer- 
tainly worth more than fix thouſand dollars, 
was valued at 4123+. 


L will not deny, that the farſt two or de 


days, after theſe events, patſed away in many 


melancholy reflections, and in anxiety for the fu- 
ture; but after I had confidered my ſituation on 
all ſides, I found myſelf lefs unhappy : only the 


thought that I ſhould not perhaps be able to 


procure my good mother ſo much comfort and 
attendance as I could wiſh, made my heart ſad. 
But I found this excellent old woman fo com- 
poſed, ſo ſerene, ſo full of reliance on God, and n 
ſo ready to follow me to any place where pro- 


It 
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It was not ſo with my wife, whom I was 


obliged to ſupport with all the conſolation I 
oould collect together. I could not ſometimes, 
on ſeeing this, refrain from ſpeaking to her a 
little ſharply. Thou, ſaid I, who art always 
dreaming of wonderful unexpected events, thou 

oughteſt, truly, to be more prepared than any of 
us, for ſo ſudden a change of fortune; or does 
only agreeable events come into thy plan of 
life? Of what uſe is all the fine knowledge and 
inſtruction with which thy books have enriched 
thee, if they bave not even taught thee to bear 
with indifference ſuch an inſignificant change 


as this? Believe me, my love, I added with a 
"ſmile to ſoften the barſhneſs of my reproof, 


things muſt go much harder with us, before we 

can venture to compare ourſelyes to the Heroes 

and Heroines, whoſe hiſtories thou haſt been 
| ſtudying for ſome time paſt. All that has hap- 
pened to us, as yet, would not furniſh materials 
enough for the ſmalleſt romance. What is it 

that ſo much deprefles thee? Poverty !—Oh! a 
| perſon cannot be called poor, that poſſeſſes four 
thouſand dollars! How many much bettermen 

than myſelf, muſt maintain themſelves, and a 

numerous family, on the intereſt of ſuch a ca- 
pital? A little more, or a little leſs, does not 
| make 
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make us happy or unhappy in this world. 
He only, who, in the literal ſenſe of the word, 
is in want of the neceſſaries of life, and is not 
able to earn by bis induſtry as much as is re- 


quiſite to ſupport exiſtence, is poor. Are we 


not ſtrong and healthy ? Canl not, if it ſhould 
coine to the worſt, earn ſometbing in any town, 
by the ſcientific knowledge I poſſeſs. But it 
is better to live in the country; I ſhall ſoon 
find means to get a ſmaller farm; and, with the 
blefling of God, we may get on as well in it, 


as afterwards to be able to raiſe our heads high- 


er. Look at our lively children — the girl 
will ſoon be old enough to raiſe a !iiile pore 
tion for herſelf by her needle-work, which 
we will ſell. The boys are ſtrong ; inſtead of 
ſending them to univerliities, Iwill make clever 


mechanics of them. An honeſt and under- 


ſtanding mechanic, ſound in mind and body, 


is well worth a hypochondriacal ſickly ſcholar. 


Theſe, and ſimilar grounds of conſolation, 
raiſed the ſpirits of my wife ; and ſoon the 
uſual ſerenity was re-eſtalliſhed in our domeſ- 


tic circle. I did not, however, delay pro- 


viding for the future; in he firſt place, I pub- 
iiſhed an advertiſement in different newſpapers, 
E _ Inviting 
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inviting my loſt brother to appear, and divide 
with me the inheritance of our father : and 
then I wrote to all my friends and acquaintance, 
to beg them to look for a little farm ſomewhere, 
for me, proportioned to my capital. 

One morning, (it was in October, 1770, 
as I was fitting at my writing table, occupied 
with theſe affairs, I heard a noiſe without, 
that ſeemed to be occaſioned by a burſt of joy, 
from different people; and before I had time 
to open the door, the Grocer from ***, preci- 
pitated hunſelf into the room, accompanied by 
my wife, and ſome of the ſervants, all full of 
noiſy joy. Do not be frightened, Mr. Gut- 
man, ſtammered the honeſt man, great 
joy and great grief, they ſay, ſometimes kill 
on the ſpot:— I bring you an account—let me 
firſt take breath—I have been running like a 
madman—Mr. Gutman! you will be ſo ſur- 
priſed—who could have thought it.“ „Out 
with it at once,” I now exclaimed, being at 
laſt out of patience, ** I ain prepared for all.— 
What inteiligence do you bring me? hat is 
the matter?“ I bring money: indeed, I do 
not bring it yet, but you will receive it. You 
have won in the Lottery; by the chance, I 
was 
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was obliged to preſs you ſo much to take— 
twenty thouſand dollars :=what do you fiy 
now ?”” What do I fay now,” I replied, 
whilſt I laid down my pen very quietly, 
* what do I ſay now?“ but that the reader 
ſhall know in the next chapter. 


E 2 Car. 
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CHAP. VI. 


GUTMAN TAKES A JOURNEY TO CHOOSE 4A 
NEW DWELLING FOR HIMSELF. SEVERAL 
ADVENTURES ON THE ROAD. 


CC 

I THANK God,” ſaid I, for the good 
fortune he has ſent me ſo unexpectedly.— 
Never could this prize be more welcome to 


me than juſt now, when cares for the future 


maintenance of my family occupied my mind, 
and nothing preſented itſelf to me but un- 
certain and troubleſome proſpects for futurity. 
But, I may venture to affirm, that one fourth 
part of this money, if I had gained it by my 


own induſtry, would have given me more 


Pleaſure, than this great ſum, won by gambling, 
to which ſo many poor credu!ous people, who 


have been perſuaded into it, may, perhaps, have 


contributed their laſt penny.” But,“ ex- 
claimed my wife, with diſpleaſure, © have we 
conſtrained, or perſuaded theſe people to put 
into the Lottery ? It was their own free choice. 

95 —[If 
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If you had not got this prize, ſomebody elſe 


would.” Take care, my love,” I replied, 


to employ ſuch arguments, only with precau= 
tion; in this manner, the moſt unallowable 
means of acquiring riches, might be juſtified, 
But we will not diſpute about it, but receive, 
with gratitude, what providence has ſent us. 


Only I tell thee this, and thou knoweſt I am 


not ſuperſtitious, be prepared to find, that this 
money will, perhaps, bring freſh misfortunes 
on our family, that it will not proſper: and 


then do not forget what I now ſay :—but, when 


that happens, thou wilt not certainly ſee me 
more depreſſed, than I was an hour ago.“ 

And now I exprefſed my gratitude to the 
good hearted grocer, for the friendly intereſt he 
took in my good fortune ; and promiſed him a 
handſome preſent, which alſo he received. 
But my wife was determined to celebrate this 
day in a particular manner. Our friend was 
invited to dinner—a fat gooſe roaſted—wine 


brought out of the cellar—and mirth and ſpor- 


tive humour enliveucd the whole houſe. The 
ſame evening, our neighbours, and the people 
in the village, who had heard of the happy 
event, came to wiſhus joy. The clergyman, 
(Mr, Pittman}, was not behind hand on this 

| E 3 occaſion; 
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occaſion ; and profited of the good humour in 


which he ſaw me, to perſuade me to ſubſcribe to 


a collection of poems, which a friend of his 


had publiſhed, and which, I was determined, at 


leaſt, not to read. | 
The queſtion now aroſe, in what manner I 

ſhould employ my money. Mr. Pittman de- 

elared, that if he was in my place, he would 


put it out to intereſt, on good fecurity ; and 


then live comfortably on the intereſt of it, in a 


town, in the ſociety of the muſes, in idlenefs. 
The counſel was worthy him who gave it; but 
I, who had always deſpiſed thoſe idlers, who 
refuſe their exertions to the world, during the 


beſt years of their life, and live on their income 


without rendering themſelves uſeful to ſociety, 
in any way, ejected this propoſal. Accord- 


ing to my own inclination, I would have bought 


a little eſtate, on which I would have exerted 
all the ſkill of a practical farmer, to raiſe the 


value of it; but my wife was more inclined 


to rent a large farm. By that, ſhe thought, 


there was ſomething conſiderable to be gained. 


It was certainly a duty to take care that, when 


we go out of the world, we leave our children 


in ſuch a fituation, that they may follow us in 
a reſpectable manner. And as God had now 


given 


{ 
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given us a pretty fortune, it is not neceſſary 
that we ſhould bury ourſelves in a farm yard, 
in ſome miſerable village, far from all good 
ſociety.” I ſhrugget up my ſhoulders, and 
was filent ; fully determined to act according 
to circumſtances and occaſions, in ſuch manner 
as I could anſwer it to my own underſtand- 


ing. 


Among the friends to whom I had written, 
to beg them to look out for a little farm for me, 
was the honeſt bookſeller, Mr. Freyman, of 


whom [I have once already made mention. I 


had this very day received an anſwer. He ſaid, 
in his letter, I have not yet been able to hear 
of a farm, ſuch as ycu wiſh. It is a pity you 
cannot employ a greater capital. In our 
country, whole inanors are farmed by one per- 
fon ; but, for ſuch undertakings, it is neceſſary 
to give a conſiderable ſecurity in money. As 
I was now in a fituation to fulfil this laſt cir- 


cumſtance, this appeared to be agreeable to my 


wife's plan, 

This being the caſe, I reſolved to go there 
myfelf; and at the fame time, receive the 
money for iny prize at Brunſwick. I therefore 
made every s rrangement, in order that nothing 


* _ 
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ſhould be behind hand during my abſence, and 
prepared for my departure. 

Though I ſpeak often of the little failings of 
my wife; of the attacks of her female vanity, 
and of the turn, ſhe ſometimes diſcovered, for 
romance and high life; the reader muſt not ima- 
gine, that diſputes, on ſuch ſubjects, long diſ- 
turbed our union, or our domeſtic comfort; the y 


rather ſerved to enliven our converſation, and 


to prevent a tireſome uniformity in our life, 
We had mutually patience with each other's 
weakneſſes; and on the whole, ſhe was, and 
is, a very excellent woman. 

Notwithſtanding which, the difference of our 
manner of thinking, ſhewed itſelf, even in the 


preparations for my journey. She wiſhed, for 


inſtance, that I ſhould appear in ſome ſtyle, 
in the different towns I paſſed through. For 
this purpoſe, ſhe confidered it as neceſſary, that 


I ſhould take a footman with me: and as we 


were not provided with this piece of houſehold 
furniture, the choice fell on my gardener: a 
ſtout awkward fellow, who, with his rough 
head of hair, ſometimes handed things to us 
at table, when we had company ; but who, in 


other reſpects, had not the leaſt appearance of 
aſervant, from whom a perſon could derive any 


credit, 


—— 
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credit, Among the clothes of my late father, 
was a blue coat ; this was to be converted 
into a livery, by means of a red cape, that my 
wife was in hopes ſhe could cut out of ſo ne of 
her ſtores, although the coat itſelf ſcarcely 
reached the gardener's knees. But J abſolutely 
rejected this plan; and except a new bat that 
I bought, and which, not to appear uncompli- 
able, I ſuffered to be made in the faſhion, ac- 
cording to a pattern provided by Mr. Pittman, 
I put myſelf to no further expence for my 
Journey, which I performed in the poſt-coach. 
I firſt took the direct road to Brunſwick, 
where I arrived without meeting with any thing 


remarkable, juſt at a time when there is little 


ſtirring in this town, which is generally pretty 
quiet, except in fair time. My money affairs 
were ſoon ſettled. They paid me my prize 
without difficulty; and as I am at no time fond 
of gaping at Caſtles and other things worth 
notice, as they are called—knew no one there 
—and could do nothing in this town reſpecting 


my principal buſineſs, I took a place in the 
poſt-coach, for ***; where my friend the 
| Bookſeller expected me. 


For this time, I had five other companions 
in my journey, whoſe ſociety was very amu- 
- 4 = ſing 
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fing to me, in different ways. The perſon 
Who ſat next me, was an officer who had been 
recruiting at Nordhauſen.—On the farthett ſeat 
was a wax cantle-maker, from Augiburg, and 
an old French naiden lady. Behind us, a man 
had taken his place, whoſe ſanctified air—a 
certain turn in his eye, that was very fingular 
Hand a mode of expreſſion, ſuch as I had not 
heard for a great while before, diſpleaſed me 
very much. The officer, who had already 
travelled ſome way with him, whiſpered me 
in the ear, that he was a Sectary and a Myſtic; 
and that we ſhould have much fun with him. 
In a ſhort time, the whole company got ac- 
quainted; and the converſation grew animated. 
Towards evening, a genteel young man alſo 
got into the coach, at; who had an ex- 
preſſion of melancholy in his countenance that 
intereſted me. 
At every place, where the coach . the 
officer, who was a little coarſe in his manners, 
called for a glaſs of brandy; the old maiden 
lady drank coffee; the wax candle-maker took 
out a ſauſage, from which he cut a ſlice; the 
melancholy young man took nothing: and the 
Myſtic took ſome drops from a phial, he car- 


ried 
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ried with him, on ſome ſugar, and took out a 
book and read till the poſt- boy drove on. 
No one was more talkative than the old 
French lady. She was inceſſantly taxing from 
a little China ſnuff- box, ſome coarſe black ſnuff. 
% Tout ce qu'il vous plaire,” ſaid ſhe, ** mais 
pour le caſſe, et le tabac, je ne les quitterai pas 
pour tout au monde.” She had been, as ſhe 
told us, governeſs to the children of a Mairſchal 
at Court; and was now going to enter upon 
another fituation of that kind, at Riga. She 
was a great advocate for aſſociating with people, 
* comme il faut. Dis moi qui tu hantes,” ad- 
ded ſhe, ** et je te dirai quitues.” The officer 
wanted to make ſome ſport at her expence, 
and among other things, to ſteal her fine ſhowy 
flipper ; but the kept him in order. — Mais fe 
donc, Monſieur I Officer, ſhe exclaimed, ** ne 
faites pas Penfant : I always ſay, jeu de mains, 
jeu de vilaius. At laſt ſhe took a pack of 
cards out of her pocket, and wanted to perſuade 
her neighbour the wax candle-maker to play a 
game at picquet with her, in the carriage : 


which, however, he declined with polite- 


neſs, 
On the other hand, the wax candle-maker 
himſelf, got into an argument with the man of 
E 6 war, 


88 THE HISTORY or 


war, on the beſt form of government. He had 


a great deal to ſay in praiſe of the Republican 
government, as eſtabliſhed at Augſburg: and 


of the excellent regulations of the moſt noble, 
and moſt ſapient magiſtrates of that place. 
The devil take the wigs of the magiſtrates in 
the free towns,” cried the officer, * is no 
ſubordination— no decifion—no ſteadineſs—no 
juſtice among them. Give me a Monarchy, 
where every thing muſt be complied with in an 
inſtant ; and where every thing is done accord- 
ing to rule.” Much was ſaid, and argued on 
both ſides, on this ſubject, till at laſt I entered 
alſo into the converſation. 

I think,” ſaid I, a perſon may live 
happy under any government. For that pur- 


poſe, the form is of little conſequence ; and 


it 1s not always the perſon or perſons, nomi- 
. nally inveſted with the government, who, in 


fact, govern, There may be found Republics, 


in which, one ſingle ambitious and domineer- 
ing member of the Senate, or whatever may 
be the name of the Council of the nation, ex- 
erciſes a more deſpotic power over the people, 


than any tyrant ; and, on the other hand, un- 


limited Monarchies, in which no order can be 


iHued in the name of the Sovereign, before it 
has 


— 
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has been reſolved on in the council of certain 
families, or in ſecret clubs, or in the dreſſing 
rooms of certain ladies. In all ages, the moſt 
cunning, the moſt active, and the moſt clever 
man, has always exerciſed ſovercignty over 
thoſe who were weaker. There are alſo only 
two ways of guarding againſt the abuſe of 
power: namely, fixed, unchangeable laws, to 
which all ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
are obliged to ſubmit; and the preſerving of 
pure, ſimple manners; by which, the ſenſe of 
true religion, ſincerity and virtue, are not 


trampled under foot. If all ranks were im- 


prefied with theſe ideas, the thought of oppreſ- 


ſing his fellow men, would never ripen into 


action, in any turbulent ſpirit ; or, at leaſt, he 
would find no means of putting it into execu- 
tion. Itis madneſs, however, to wiſh a ſudden 
change of government. Such an event, which 


never can be brought about without violence, 


always occaſions much miſery and confuſion ; 


whilſt the conſequences are, frequently, nothing 


but a change of tyrants, by which means you 
often fall into worſe hands than thoſe, from 
whom you fancy you have releaſed yourſelves. 
And in this point of view, a Monarchial go- 
gerament, held under certain reſtraints, by 

means 
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means of wiſe laws, is actually to be preferred 


to the Republican form, almoſt without ex- 


ception. In the firſt, one individual bears the 
reſponſibility“ and the honor; in the ſecond, 


each perſon has few external motives to do good, 


by which he ſeldom gains any fame, but great 
ſecret temptation to do evil, ſheltered by the 
name of the whole. The wiſeſt have always 
governed; f under what ſhape, is a matter of 

much indifference. The wiſeſt have, however, 
paſſions, as well as the weak, and often ſtronger 


ones. Explicit laws muſt prevent their doing 


miſchief, and virtue and moderation fecure the 
freedom of each individual; every other kind 
of freedom is chimerical. Whoever has few 
wants, and can by his cleverneſs and addreſs, 
ſupply thoſe wants with certainty ; yes, —who- 
ever is- maſter of any trade that makes him 
neceſſary to others, is free under every govern- 
ment, and if he cannot ſucceed in one place, 
he finds again in another every thing in himſelf, 
for he carries his capital with him wherever hc 
goes. Thoſe ſtate machines hang the beſt to- 
| gether, and laſt the longeſt, in which every 

| individual 


®* Who is to call him to an account ? "Note of Tranſ. 


+ If ſo, how comes it that nations are often ſo ill- go 
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individual is uſeful to the commonwealth, 
without being abſolutely neceſſary to it. You,” 
ſaid I, addreiling myſelf to the citizen of Augſ- 
burg, vou are a man, who, by your trade, 


can gain a decent maintenance any where; 


ſuppoſe, however, the caſe, that you were the 


only maker of wax- candles in the world, and 
that every one mult get their v ax- candles from 
you; that would not be right, you would then 


be the Lord of the earth. But as ſoon as men 
began to perceive, that they could live without 


 wax-candles, you would fink at once from your 


throne into the loweſt rank ; or elſe, in order to 
prevent the idea of your not being abſolutely 
neceſſary, from becoming general, yon would 
act with mildneſs towards thoſe, whom you 


wiſhed to keep dependant on you. In ſtates 
where virtue, true religion, and morality pre- 


vail, there have never been complaints of ty- 
ranny ; but where luxury and corruption have 
taken root, the diffolution of all ſacred and ſo- 
cial bands is inevitable, let the form of govern- 
ment be what it may. Therefore let us all be 
content with the lot that is ſallen to each of us, 
and if the ſpirit of reformation ſhould come on 
us, let us begin firſt with ourſelves. Thoſe 
chains are, indeed, the ſtrongeſt, which we our- 


telves put on.“ 


6 You 
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* You are perfectly right in that,” the Myſtic 
added, with much ſan&ity of tone; it is our 
_ earthly part, which, as our inſtructor teaches 
us, chains the inward light, and has done fo, 
ever ſince the world fell under the curſe, and 
into the knowledge of death, by the fall of the 
firſt man. This is what prevents the true Ar- 
chæus, the Spiritus Rector, the Veritable ſolar 


Monarch, from manifeſting the Majeſty of his 


eternal kingdom in us. The wile artificer can, 
however, after having obtained true knowledge 
himſelf, purify moſt perfectly the impure and 
hard heart, by the ſtrong fire of nature, and 
awaken the promiſed new heaven, and new earth 


of righteouſneſs and light. In like manner muſt 


we ſoften, melt, and deſtroy the darkneſs of our 
impure petrified hearts, with the ſtrong fire of 
heavenly love, by ſighs, prayers, and rivers of 
tears of blood, in order that our intellectual 
man, freed from the ſeven principal, and fruit- 
ful inclinations to wickedneſs.” 


If the officer had been able to contain him- 
felf any lon ger, Mr. Pechflat (for that was the 


name of this Hermetic philoſopher) would 
certainly not have made an end of his ſermon 
ſo ſoon, which, to judge from the introduction, 
promiſed to be longer than mine, on the beſt 

form 
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form of government; but every one burſt out 


in ſo loud a fit of laughter, that it ertirely put 
the man out, in the thread of his diſcourſe. As 
for myſelf, I reſtrained mine, and behaved as 
if I bad been much edified by his wiſe diſcourſe. 
This language was not quite unknown to me, 
for as long ſince, as when I ſtudied at Jena, a 
ſet of impoſtors, who were ſecretly directed by 
ſtill greater knaves, under the name of Roficru- 
ſians, propagated this nonſenſe in books, in 
order, by this means, to draw in a number of 
weak, credulous people, and to turn them to 
their purpoſe. 'They had ſucceeded in getting 
on the blind fide of the noble ſociety of Free- 


Maſons, which they endeavoured to lead juſt as 


they liked. And as they knew that this ſociety, 
according to the affertions of thoſe who bave 
written its hiſtory, bad laboured for 5500 years 
to acquire importance, influence, and empire, 
they found it very convenient to acquire thoſe 
advantages by its means. Unluckily for them, 


they did not wholly ſucceed, and particularly 


of late years, the beft and moſt clear-fighted, 
among the Free-Maſons, have unmaſked theſe 
hypocritical deceivers, and have at length con- 
ſtrained the apoſtles of darkneſs, to conceal 
theinſelves under another cloak. The political 
35 events, 
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events, which have ſo lately taken place, have 
indeed furniſhed them with the means; but I 
think, according to the preſent temper of the 
age, they will not ſucceed very well, even this 
way. ä 


I was perſuaded, that Mr. Pechflat was an 


emiſſary of this gang, and as I was willing to 
get an opportunity of obſerving more nearly, 
the ways and vagaries of ſuch men, I watched 
for an occafion of ſpeaking to the gentleman in 
queſtion alone, and of inducing him to open 
himſelf more contidentially to me. | 
I found this opportunity at the inn, even 
where we ſtopped to dine. At this place, the 


Roſicruſian opened a bag, in which he carried 


his night clothes, ſome proviſion for the ſto- 


mach, and fome books. I approached him in 


a confidential manner, and begged permiſſion 
to look into theſe books. © Theſe are, ſaid 
he, the true writings of the inſtructor“; and 


whoever ſearches therein, finds the right way, 


eſpccially if he has the good fortune to meet 
with a Qacere friend to aſfiſt him, and whoſe 
directions ke follows. I opened a couple of 
them; one was entitled ** Chriſto Sacro-Sanc- 

tum, 


» Fhe original word ſignifies literally road maſter. Note 
of Tran, 
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tum, with the true Oil of Joy of the compa- 
nions.“ The other was called Hermetical 
Song of Praiſe on the ſuperlative Paſtoral Plea- 
ſures, with a Tractata on the Preparation of the 


Elementary Aquinoctial Balſam.” This 


Balfam,”” added Mr. Pechflat, by way of in- 
ſtruction, ** has a wonderful effect againſt the 
attacks of ſpirits of the black kind, of whom you 
have probably read.“ As we were interrupted 
by the prophane officer, who now entered the 
room, my teacher ceaſed his inſtructions, en- 
quired where I lived, and when I mentioned 
Mehlbach, he ſaid fignificantly, ** that a friend 
would come to me, one of theſe days, and ſatisfy 
my deſire of inſtruction, to the utmoit of my 
wiſhes,” 0 
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CHAP. VII. 


CONTINUATION or THE FOREGOING, HIS-=- 


TORY OP A MAN IN DISTRESS, WHO 18s 


Tur poſt- coach always ſtopped for the night, 
at the village of , in order to wait for ano- 
ther, by which other paſſengers uſed to come, 
who wanted to travel further on the great road. 
As we ſtopped at the poſt-houſe, which was 
alſo an inn, our ears were greeted with the ſound 
of muſic and dancing. They are going on 
merrily here, ſaid the warrior, I ſhould like 
very well to join the party with you, Mademoi- 
ſelle $'il vous plait, turning to the old gover- 
neſs, who got out of the carriage juſt after him. 

It was a cold, but fine evening, in the begin · 
ning of the month of December; we were all 
pretty well frozen, and therefore made haſte to 
get inte the warm room. This apartment, 
which was in common for all gueſts, we found 
now filled with the dancing party, which con- 
1 
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fitted of ſoldiers, peaſants, ſervant-maids, and 
ſuch people. Duſt, and the ſinoke of tobacco, 


| threatened to take away our breath; the croud 
was great, the room ſmall; but as the apart- 


ment above, muſt firit be prepared for us, the 
whole party of us puthed through the croud, 
till we came to a long table, which ſtood by 
the wall where the windows were, and at 
which a comical figure had already taken his 
place. This was a little thin man, with a thick 
red noſe, and a mouth in the ſhape of a horſe- 
ſhoe. On his head, on which were ſcattered a 
fey grey hairs, he wore an old ſhabby hat of 


an enormous height, with a worn-out binding, 
that might formerly have been gold lace : the 
reſt of his clothing conſiſted of a thread-bare 


blue coat, with {tiff old-faſhioned pocket holes, 
and metal buttons; a yellow waiſtcoat, and red 


ſmall clothes. On his legs he wore boots with _ 


creat turn-downs, and ruſty iron ſpurs. 
Hardly had we ſeated ourſelves at the long 
table, when this man removed to the upper 
end of it, with the glaſs of wine that ſtood before 
him. His appearance, and his avoiding all ſo- 
ciety with us, led me to ſuſpe& that he might 
be the bangman of the place ; but I afterwards 
perceived, 
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perceived, that it was not humility, but pride 
that influenced his conduct. | 
We looked at the dancing, and had ſome- 
thing brought us for our ſupper. A couple of 
bottles of good wine, which I had with me, by 
degrees, put us all in good humour; and the 
merry officer took it into his head to perſuade the 
| Roſicruſian to aſk the old governeſs to dance a 
minuet. This ſucceeded, as each of them 
imagined, that it was the other who was the 
object of ridicule; and, in fact, it was worth 
the trouble of perſuading, to ſee a Theoſophiſt 
dance, and place his legs in all kinds of hiero- 
_ elyphical poſitions. The muſicians were ac- 
cuſtomed after every minuet, to play a jig as 
they called it, in which our couple exhibited 
themſelves in a point of view doubly comical, 
as the lady would draw the ſtiff myſtic, into all 
the fovrs de bras of an allemande Francoiſe, by 
which means, ſhe every moment got into diſ- 
agreements for room, with the hind quarters of 
the other dancers, who rolled on in their uni- 
form circle. | 
Dancing and wine had put the animal fpirits 


of Mr. Pechflat in motion ; his inward light, 


or Spiritus Rector, diſpoſec him to tenderneſs 
towards a dirty girl, who waited on us at table. 
N He 


! 
| 


THE AMTSRATH GUTMAN. 99 


He affirmed, that the wiſe architect of the world 
had given her a heavenly countenance, and had 
cloathed her immortal foul in a moſt lovely 
carthly dreſs. The wax-candle maker had al- 
ready remarked, that ſhe was as ſtraight as a 
taper; but the myſtic, in order to prove that he 
was ſerious in his praiſe, went to kiſs her; the 
girl, however, whoſe lover was protably pre- 
ſent, gave him ſo ſmart a box on the ear, as 
ſilenced our wiſe man for the reſt of the even- 


ing. 


Tired at laſt with the noiſe, we longed for 
repoſe. The governeſs had perſuaded the miſ- 
treſs of the houſe, to give up to her a great old 
couch in her own chamber; conſequently there 
remained only, in our opinion, to provide lodg- 


ings for five. In the firſt tory, there were three 


chambers with beds; two Le:ls, in a room 
fronting the ſtreet, had a very good appearance; 
but the ſuppoſed hangman had crept up before 
us, and had already taken poſſeſſion of this 
apartment. As he came to the inn before us, 
this appeared to be only juſt : although our . 
warrior, who, according to his profeſſion, did 
not trouble hiuiſelf much about juitice, would 
have lied very much to have diſlodged him; 
but at lait, the officer inſiſted, that as there 

| were 
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were :wo beds in the room, he would put him- 
ſelf in garriſon here, to which the blue coated 
man, who was already half undreſſed, was 
obliged to conſent. 

I perceived very clearly, that there was no 
chance of procnring a comfortable night's reſt 
here, by modeſty : therefore, when they open- 
ed the adjoining chamber, in which was a dirty 
double bed, I declared, which was really the 
caſe, that I had always felt the greateſt diſ- 
guſt, and a degree of horror, at the idea of 
ſewing under the ſame clothes with any one, 
The Roficrufian, and the wax candle-maker, 
were not ſo difficult ; therefore, they took this 
for their reſting place. In the third chamber, 
were two ſmall tent beds, which the melancho- 
ly young man and I appropriated to ourſelves. 

Before I was quite ready to get into bed, the 
man, in whoſe apartment the officer flept, be- 
gan to chaunt forth his ſpiritual evening hymn, 


in a loud roaring voice: he ſung, and ſoon the 


Roficrucian accompanied him, in a little whiſt- 
ling deſcant. 


« My wretched ſoul ſet free, 
From ſin's moſt filthy weight: 
Then till the grave I ſee, 
The evil one I'll fight.” 
1 5 The 


| 
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The officer, at firſt, thought this funny 
enough, and repeated each time the laſt ſylla- 
ble, like a village ſchoolmaſter: but as his com- 
panion believed he really joined with him in 
his devotion, and continued to roar out more 


verſes, one after another, the Lieutenant at 


laſt interrupted him with dreadful curſes, and 
ſwore that he would ſtrangle him, if he diſ- 
turbed our repoſe any longer. 

There was, however, but little chance of 
repoſe, at leaſt, as far as concerned myſelf. 
The bed was ſo ſhort, I could not extend or 
ſtretch myſelf out; therefore my legs were 
partly out of the bed. There was no want alſo 
of fleas ; and we ſtill continued to hear the noiſe 
of the muſic and dancing underneath. I had 
made them give mea watch light, as I generally 
doon journeys, particularly whenl carry money 
with me; after I had, therefore, vainly tried 
every. fituation, and every poſition, in order to 
lay at eaſe, and enjoy ſome ſleep, till it was 


now near two o'clock in the morning, I took a 
"book out of my coat pocket, (for my clothes 


lay on a ſtool by my bedſide) and read for about 

an hour. 5 
In the mean time, I had remarked, that the 
young man in the other bed, had been as unſuc - 
F ceſsful 
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ceſsful as myſelf in getting aſleep : deep ſigils 


that he beaved from time to time, gave me rea- 


- ſon, however, to ſuſpe& that ſomething more 


than mere external circumſtances, had deprived 
him of reſt; I even fancied that I heard him 
weep bitterly; and that he endeavoured to 
ſuppreſs his ſobbings. This man had intereſted 
nie from the beginning of our acquaintance; 
his eyes were always fixed ſteadily on the 
ground, in a melancholy manner; during the 
' whole time he had travelled in our com pany, he 


bad eaten very little; and had taken no ſhare 
in our converſation and merriment. I, there- 


fore, determined to endeavour to induce him to 
open himſelf to me; perhaps, thought I, it 
may be in my power to atliit him, either bs 


advice or action. When I went to bed, I had 


put in the ſtraw of the pailliaſſe, under me, the 
bag of money, that I had worn faſtened to my 
body during the day; and which contained 
great part of my prize in the lottery (the reſt 
was in bank bills in my pocket book). If he 
ſhould, perhaps, be in want only of ſome worth - 
leſs gold,” ſaid I to myſelf, as I felt under: ne 


with my hand, for my mammon, * here will 


be found ſufficient to aſſiſt the poor devil; aud 


then he will leare the room with anuther coun- 


tenai.ce 


7 


* 
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tenance from that with which he entered it.“ 
< [It appears to me, fir,” I ſaid to lum, as 

if you had not found more HR! in your bed, 

than I in mine. 

% Ah!” he replied, IL am anda to 
ſleepleſs nights.” 

That is a bad cuſtom," Ireplied ; ©* againſt 
which, however, I know a remedy, if you 
would have confidence enough in me, to explain 
yourſelf more fully. But for this night, there 
is not much ſleep to be expected for either of 
us. What think you then, if we were to riſe, 
have a fire, and to go to breakfaſt? the people 
of the houſe are certainly up, as the dancing has 
but juſt ceaſed, and the other coach is ex- 
potted.” 

My companion conſented to this propoſal ; 
and as we were ſitting at our coffee, and had 
lighted a ſocial pipe, I came nearer to the point, 
gave him to underſtand that I had remarked 
the uneaſineſs of his mind; and aſſured him, 
it was not ill-timed curioſity, but the deſire of 
rendering him ſervice, if poſſible, that induced 
me to beg him to diſcloſe to me the cauſe of 


. 2 4 unis grief. It required much trouble to prevail 


J on him to do ſo; but, as I continued to preſs 


it in a friendly manner, and with addreſs, he, 
”.3 at 


—— 
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at length, related to me the following hiſtory z 


„My name is Flackard; my father was a 
reſpectable manufacturer: but as, through the 
competition of works of the ſame kind newly 
eſtabliſhed in the neighbourhood, his ſale and 


bis profits became leſs; and as he loſt ſeveral 


large ſums of money that were owed bim, he 
fell back from the very ſplendid fituation, in 


reſpect of fortune, in which he had been. 


However, after he had given up the manufac- 
tory, he ſtill poſſeſſed a capital of 15000 dol- 


lars; on the intereſt of which, as I was his 


only child, he would have been able to have 
lived in a confined, but decent manner. But 
the Duke of ***, whoſe hobby -horſe, at that 


time, was manufactures and commerce; which, 


in ſpite of the natural difficulties which aroſe 
from the fituation and ſtate of his Dukedom, he 


was ſtill determined to make flouriſh there by 
force; had it propoſed to my father to under- 
take the direction of thoſe affairs, which, for 


the above reaſons, were going to ruin, with 


the title of Counſellor of the Chamber of Fi- 


nance. This appointment was not to be de- 


ſpiſed; and what was wanting to it in ready 
money, was ſupplied by flattering, but uncer- 
tain promiſes for the future, As my father 
es liked 


I | 
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liked to be actively employed, and hoped alſo | 
chat by entering into the Duke's ſervice, he 
ſhould open a path for me hereafter, he accepted 


the place; and the Duke was ſoon very much 
pleaſed with his exertions, by which, alfo, in 


fact, he rendered the —_—_y eſſential ſer- | 


vice. 

I had been deſigned for trade * my 
childhood, and had actually gained in a great 
commercial houſe, no inconfiderable ſhare of 
knowledge in what is neceffary to this profef- 
ſion; but the change in my father's ſituation, 
induced him to let me ſtudy at an univerſity. 


There I ſpent my time not unprofitably.; and 
when [ returned from thence, there being as yet 
no place vacant, chat was fit for me, the mini- 

ſter, Mr. von Klauenfeld, took me into his 
houſe as private Secretary, with the promiſe of 


providing for me in a very advantageous man- 
ner, in the Duke's ſervice, in the courſe of a 
few years. | 
The Miniſter and favourite of the Duke 
was, at the bottom, a very ignorant man ; but 
wbo underſtood the art of making himſelf of 
conſequence at the right time—of turning to 
account the knowledge of thoſe under him— 
and of appropriating to himſelf, their ideas and 
9 their 
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their labour; but woe to thoſe who ſhould ſuf- 
pect this ſecret! It was alſo impoſſible to make 
any propoſal to him, of which the idea had not 
before preſented itſelf to him, as he pretended. 
As in the buſineſs of his Miniſterial capacity, 
much occurred reſpecting manufactures and 
commerce, on which Mr. von Klauenfeld was 
to give his opinion in writing; and as he ſoon 
perceived he could make me uſeful in this 
reſpect, I was to compoſe all his memorials, in 
which my father ſecretly lent me a helping 
hand, and which, I may venture to ſay, did the 
Miniſter no diſcredit. But we were diſcreet 
enough never to let it be known, how much 
we were concerned in the honour he reaped. 
I became, by theſe means, indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceflary to my patron, and gained his confi- 
dence in ſo bigh a degree, that every one pro- 
pbeſied that I ſhould ſoon obtain a conſiderable 
appointment. But for the' very reaſon even 
that I was ſo neceſſary to him, he delayed my 
promotion, giving me, however, the moſt 
flattering promiſes of doing ſomething for me 
hereafter. 
My with for a certain proviſion . in 
the mean time ſo much the ſtronger, as a virtuous 


pathon for a deſerving object, the daughter of ove 
| — 1 
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ofthe keepers of the Archjeves, had taken pofſeſ- 
ſion of my heart; and her father, an honeſt and 
ſenſible man, had promiſed not to object to 
our union, whenever I ſhould be in a ſituation 
to maintain ber comfortably. 
© In the midſt of theſe agreeable kale, 
my father received a ſevere ſtroxe. He had a 
friend of many years ſtanding, a merchant 
at ***, and in whoſe honour and truth he 
placed an unbounded confidence. This man 
wrote to him, that he wanted to raiſe a con- 
ſiderable capital, on very advantageous terms, 
for an important and ſafe undertaking. My 
father made no ſcruple to truſt him with his 


whole property, (thoſe 15000 dollars, of which 


I have ſpoken, and which he had placed at low 
intereſt in the public bank of the Dukedom). 
But, hardly had the villain got the money into 
his hands, when he made a falſe bankruptcy, and 

_ cheated my father of all his money. The ac- 
Count of it had ſuch an effect on the good old 
man, that it brought on a paralytic ſeizure, and 
he died in a few days. 

*« My father's ſalary was ſo inconſiderable, 
that, as he was obliged to live at a conſiderable 
expence, and as the time I ſpent at the Univer- 
fity had been expenſive to him, he had not 
F 4 | | beer 
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been able to lay by any thing. So that I was 
now completely poor: and all iny future for- 
tune was in the hands of the Minitter. 

1 alſo fee red, left this change in my fitua- 
tion, ſhould induce the father of her J love, 


to withdraw his promiſe : but he did not do fo, 


and only enconraged me to be prefling in my 
ſolicitations to Mr. von Klauenfeld; at the 
ſame time, renewing his aſſurances to me, that 
as ſoon as I ſhould have obtained an appoint- 
ment, he would give me his daughter. But I 
ſoon remarked, that now the Miniſter ſaw I 
was entirely dependant upon him, he was in 


leſs haſte than ever to give me any appointment 


in the ſervice of the Duke. 

Great as was the chagrin I felt at this un- 
handſome conduct, yet ftill greater diſappoint- 
ments were reſerved for me. The ſon of Mr. 
von Klauenfeld, a vicious, contemptible court 
reptile, took it into his head to form deſigns on 
the lady to whom I was engaged; and as he 
was received by her as hedeſerved, he became 
my irreconcileable enemy. A ſcene that patſed 
between us, at the maſquerade, where he be- 
haved with marked, and impertinent attention 
to the miſtreſs of my heart; and I had been 
led by my warmth, to ſay things to him, that 

| 2 had 


THE AMTSRATH GUTMAN. 109 


had never been ſaid to him before, encreaſed 
his malice. In order to ſatisfy this, it came 
into his head to endeavour to inſpire his father 
with miſtruſt of me, and to find out aman, 
who could at all events, ſupply my place. 
„The Miniſter's attention was directed to 
a young lawyer, who, in fact, poſſeſſed all theſe 
qualities which he required in a private Secre- 
tary. To rob me of the favour of my patron, 
it would be ſufficient, to put it into his head 
that I had boaſted that be could not do without 
me. I had lately drawn up a plan for the Mi- 
niſter, that would have procured him much 
honour, and an encreaſe to his ſalary. The 
ſketch of this plan, I preſerved carefully in 
my chamber, and no one had ever ſeen it. 
Once, when on a leiſure hour, I went to viſit 
my promiſed bride, young Klavenfeld found 
means to open my apartment, and my writing 
deſk ; he toſſed over every thing, and at laſt 
met with the above mentioned plan, which be 
put into his pocket. He then went to his father, 
told him that I had boaſted publiely, that I 
prepared every thing which the old gentleman 
gave out as his own; and, to prove the truth 
of this accuſation, ſhewed him the copy of my 
15 plan, 
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plan, which, as he ſaid, I had communicated 
to a perſon of my acquaintance. 

On this, the Miniſter fell into the greateſt 
rage, 2nd without any explanation, without 
etting me come to juſtify myſelf, ſent me my 
diſmiffion, in a few lines, expreſſed very con- 
temptuouſly. As I had not miſled my plan, 
and could not in the leaſt gueſs, how I had ſo 
| ſuddenly incurred his diſpleaſure ; (for I learnt 
the whole of the affair, for the firſt time, ſome 
weeks afterwards), T endeavoured every thing 
in my power, to obtain a hearing from him; 
but I was not admitted. All hopes, now, of 
my future proviſion was gone; and the fruit 
of my own, and my father's faithful ſervices, 
loſt. 

% Drfintereſted as the father of my promiſed 
wife had hown himſelf till now, he thought, 
however, that he could not anſwer it to him- 
ſelf, to unite the fate of his daughter to mine, 
under my preſent circumftances. He therefore 
wrote me a very polite note, in which he de- 
clared, that he ſhould ſtill be ready to perform 
his word, if I could procure myſelf a provifion 
within a year ; but that till then, he muſt re- 


queſt me to ſuſpend my viſits. 


«© This 
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*« This laſt ſtroke, nearly reduced me to 
deſpair ; I determined, however, to make every 
effort to open to myſelf other proſpects. 1 
had a fincere friend, in the Heffian ſervice, | 
who, though not rich, was in a ſituation of 
ſome importance at that Court, to whom 1 
wrote to beg him to look out for a little ap- 
pointment for me, in his country; and in 
| order, in the mean time, to eſcape from the 
obſervation of thoſe who rejoice at the misfor- 
tunes of others, I went to the country houſe 
of another friend, there to wait his anſwer. 
My intended bride, notwithſtanding ſhe had 
been forbidden to correſpond with me, found 
means to aſſure me of her unalterable affection, 
and to encourage me to endeavour to procure 
myſelf an appointment ſomewhere, even if it 
was a ſmall one; as ſhe flattered herſelf with 
the hopes, that then her father, who, in fact, 
loved me, would put no obſtacle in the way of 
our union. 5 | , 

At laſt I received an anſwer from my friend 
at Heſſe. He had procured me a place as 
treaſurer, and nothing was neceſſary in order to 
enter upon it, but to get a friend to give ſecurity 

for me in 1000 dollars, and to give ſecurity 
myſelf for 500 dollars. As to the firſt,” 

I laid 
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ſaid he in his letter, leave that to me to ſet- 
tle; you will eafily, yourſelf, provide for the- 
ſecond, for I alas! cannot. 

*© Generous as was the offer of my friend, 
it did not go far enough to be of ſervice to 
me. Where was 1 to raiſe the So0 dollars? I 
was too proud, too fearful, too miſtruſtful, or | 
whatever other feelings it was that prevented 
me, to mention it to the father of her J loved. | 
At lat IL thought of a way that appeared to — 
me, with certainty, to lead to my object. That | 
is to ſay, I hoped to obtain this money from 
the Merchant who had cheated my father of- 
all his property. I knew that he had not only 
laid by ſo much out of his bankruptcy, as 
enabled him to continue his buſinefs, .juſt the 
ſame as before; but that he alſo lived now in. 
luxury and abundance. What was more natu- 
ral than to expect, that this raſcal, in order to. 
wipe out a part at leaſt of the guilt of his con-- 
ſcience, would readily furniſh this ſmall ſum, . 
to fave the ſon of him he had entirely ruined ? 
But I was deceived ; I am now returning back. 
from this journey, and it appears like a dream 
to me, when I think in what an inſolent and 
contemptuous manner this raſcal, who-wallows 
ja the enjoyment of his theft, had the afſurance 
"IM a — 
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to diſmiſs me. I am, therefore, now without 
aſſiſtance, without prof] pet, and have loſt the 
laſt ſhadow of hope. 

Five hundred dollars!“ I exclaimed, ** the 
trifling ſum of Soo dollars! Is that all you 
want to make you happy ? God be praiſed, I 
can provide for that! I now ſprang from my 
ſeat, ran to my bed, brought out my bag of 
money, and counted out on the table to Flack- 
ard, who was ſpeechleſs with aſtoniſhment, 
120 ſhining Charles d'ors. ** Here are alſo a 
hundred dollars more than the ſum, I added, 
* which you will be very well able to employ in 
ſettling yourſelf.” No heſitation,” ſaid I, but 
put them up before any one comes. I can ſpare. 
this money without any inconvenience to my- 
ſelf. Give me a little note of hand for it. 
Should you ever be in better circumſtances, 
you may pay me at your convenience; if not, 
do not think about it.” 

It is impofible for me to paint to the reader, 
the tranſport of joy to which the poor man. 
abandoned himſelf, . Never in my life, have I 
repented leſs of having ſpent any ſum of money, 
than this. Heaven had fo unexpectedly ſent 
me the prize! how juſt was it, therefore, that 
I ſhould devote a ſmall part of it to a benevo- 
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lent purpoſe! Yes, this idea conſoled me, 
whenever I reproached myſelf for having ac- 
quired riches without labour or merit. I had 
no doubt of the fincerity and truth of Mr. 
Flackard; however, I conſented, although I 
confidered it as an unneceſſary trouble, to look 
over the letters that he carried with him ; and 
which all ſufficiently confirmed the truth of 
| his hiſtory. I took his note of hand for the 
money ; begged him not to fay any thing to 
the reſt of the company of what had paſſed 
between us; and as during the night the other 
coach was arrived, I prepared myſelf for the 
continuation of my journey. Mr. Flackard, 
the officer, the Roficruſian, and the wax-candle 
maker, were to continue their journey on the 
road to“. As therefore of all my former 
_ companions, I only retained la Vielle Demoi- 
ſelle, I had an inclination to ſee what other 
new paſſengers there was likely to be. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


FARTHER ADVENTURES ON THE JOURNEY.s 
„ AERIVAL Ar. 


1 FOUND my former companions, and the 
man in the blue coat, already fitting in a circle 
round an immenſe coffee pot, from which an 
ounce of coffee, or probably dried carrots, 
boiled in a quart of water, ſteamed, as I enter- 
ed the room, which was in common for all 
that came. A man, who looked liked a fo- 
reigner,. was walking backwards and farwards 
with the ſtatelineſs of a Spaniard, and every 
now and then took a pinch of ſnuff, with an 
air of importance. Bon jour, Scruteur 
ſerviteur, exclaimed a curious young advocate, 
who entered, arm in arm, with a merchant of 
nearly his own age ; each of them with a pipe 
in his mouth. Now gentlemen and ladies, 
with whom am I to have the honour of travel- 


ling, 


= 
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ling, I hope youare all merry travellers. Always 
gay, whilſt head and lungs are ſound! that is my 
motto. Eccegfigura, Baphometi, ſaidhein a 
balf whiſper to his companion, looking at the 
ſame time at the man in blue. What the devil 
of a fellow is that?” As we none of us found 


_ ourſelves inclined to reliſh buffoonery, at ſo 


early an hour in the morning, we contented 
ourſelves with greeting the young lawyer with 
politeneſs ; and as, in the mean time, the bag- 
gage was put into the poſt coach, and every 
thing ready, the company ſeparated. It may 
eaſily be imagined what an affectionate leave 
the worthy Flackard took of me. | 
The middle bench in theſe ſort of carriages 


is uſually the moſt commodious, as it does not 


| reſt on the axle-tree, conſequently jolts leſs; 
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now as the old French lady and I were the 
only remaining ones of the former paſſengers 
in the carriage, we thought that we had a right 
to this bench, therefore got firſt in, and took 
poſſeſſion of it. But the coachman came, juſt 
as I had ſeated myſelf, and whiſpered me, that 
** his lordſhip had beſpoken this place.” I 
looked all round the circle of thoſe preſent, but 
could not diſcover one face that appeared to me 
to belong to a lordſhip. At laſt it came out, 

— that 
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that there was no other perſon meant by this 
defignation, than the man in the blue coat, or 
the ſuppoſed executioner. He was, in fact, a 
country nobleman of the neighbourhood, who 
came here, the day before. on foot, tt» go by the 
poſt-coach to the capital, where the faithful 
States of the country were called together by 
their Prince, to conſult on new impoſts for the 
ſupport of the opera, the prince's hunt, and other 
neceflary expences. I did not feel much in- 
clined to give up a commodious ſeat, toaccom- 
madate this pillar of the ſtate, at the expence 
of my ribs; and my neighbour was ſtill. leſs. 
inclined to it than myſelf. The matter was 
therefore conteited a little; but, however, as all 
the reſt of the company was on my ſide, the 
Member of the State was obliged, but not without 
murmuring and grumbling, to take his place on 
the hindermoſt bench. I know not what the 
man thinks of himfelf,” ſaid the perſon, who 
had before paced the room in ſo ſtately a man- 
ner: I have the honor to be Privy Counſellor, 
Counſellor of Juſtice, Counſellor of the Court, 
and Member of the upper Chamber of Finance. 
But here, in the public coach, no rank makes 
any difference;—here we are all equal.” 
I muſt confeſs, that my prefent fellow tra- 
vellers, in ſpite of their originality, did not 
N entertain 
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entertain me very much by their converſation, 
in which, the ſelf-conceited advocate, almoſt 
always took the lead. He was what is called, 


un mauvais plaiſant, and his jokes ſavoured very 


ſtrongly of the coarſe manners of the Univer- 
ſity. He made his lordſhip the butt of his wit; 
but as this man, not only was ſo inſipid, that, in 
fact, he was not worth the trouble of laughing at, 
but alſo did not appear as if he could be induced 
to hold any regular converſation; the young law- 
yer turned to the ſubject of literature, and the fine 
arts, on which his friend the merchant, likewiſe 
gave his opinion. Both now began to criticize 
our lateſt poetical and proſe writers, in ſpite of 
the literary Journal of Frankfort; then muſic, 
of which both were amateurs, came on the tapis. 
They praiſed much Kellner's Sonatas for the 
harpſichord; and paſſed from thence to the dra- 


matic art, with which the mercbant ſeemed to 
be well acquainted; for, among other things, he 


anatomized the acting of a Mr. Burgopzomer, 
with whom he had lately got acquainted in a 
journey to Auitria and Bohemia. 

The word Vienna, ſet our ducal Privy Coun- 
ſellor on his hobby horſe. He pretended to 
have certain accounts, that the Emperor was in 


3 very bad ſtate of health, and he afferted, that 


It 
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it had lately been talked of, at the court of the 
Duke, as a mutter that excited apprebenſion ; 
* he is not dead yet, the nobleman roared 
out in a horrible provincial dialect, he cannot 
be yet dead, or elſe the inn-keeper at the merry- 
man, where I always put up when I go to town, 
would certainly have written to me. He ſends 
me word when any high potentate dies, that I 
may put on the court mourning, as belongs to 
the nobility.” 
With ſimilar converſation the hour of dinner 
arrived, for which purpoſe we ſtopped at a 
little town. The 1nn-keeper at this place, who 
waited on us himſelf, endeavoured to make up 
for what his dinner wanted in quantity and fla- 
vour, by an unceaſing chatter; and as he was 
in his way, as great a wit as our companion the 
advocate, the poor country nobleman was 
obliged to ſuffer much from the jokes of both 
of them. But he ſhortly obtained ſome allies; 
for as we were fitting at table, two perſons of 
his acquaintance came on horſeback to the houſe, 
and diſmounted. The foremoſt, whoſe ap- 
pearance had much reſemblance to the figure of 
the knight of the rueful countenance, was alſo 
one of the faithful members of the ſtates of the 
country, who were going to meet at the capital; 
and 
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and from his exterior, appeared, if not richer 
in anceſtors, that is to ſay in inward merit, than 
nur companion in blue; at leaſt, in ſomewhat 
better outward circumſtances. His green coat, 
which was, indeed, a little worn, was orna- 
mented: with gold button- holes, and over that, 
he wore a grey cloak, with arm-holes and capes. 
His noble head was covered, inftead of a hel- 
met, with an old black velvet cap, accompanied 
with a inaſk or ſhade, round which was a bor- 
der that he had drawn ſo cloſe about his face, 
and by that means ſo well defended it againſt 
the cold, that nothing but a couple of red eyes, 
and a reſpeQable noſe, made their appearance. 
He rode an old brown horſe, well accuſtomed to 
ſubordination ; and after him limped, like a 
three legged ſtool, a ſkinny white horſe, be- 
ſtrod by bis truſty 'ſquire, who was equipped 
with a pair of jack boots, and who, when at 
home, filled ſeveral noble offices. 

Hardly did our companion in blue perceive 


through the window, the nobleman who ap- 


proached, than he went to meet him. And now 
they began to make a great deal of ceremony 
on entering the room. I entreat you couſin, 
enter without ceremony.” No, the devil take 
me if I do.“ Shut the door, gentlemen,” 
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ſaid the advocate, it is cold here,” And on 


this both the noblemen entered together. 


But now our reign was at an end; the tongue 
of the nobleman in blue was looſed, and both 
the gentlemen bewildered themſelves in a dif- 
fuſe converſation on family, and national 
affairs; during which, they forgot every 
thing but to eat, and in which we could fo 
much the leſs put in a word, as the dialogue 
was carried on with much warmth, and the 
nobleman who came laſt, was a little deaf. 

At length we continued our journey ; the 
nobleman in green followed us with his ca- 


walry, It ſurpriſed me, that when every one 


took out his purſe to pay his bill, the two 
noblemen made an exception ; but the merry 
innkeeper explained this circumſtance to me, 
by ſaying, that their Lordſhip's were never 
provided with ready money on their journey 
to the capital, but paid on their return with 
the money for which they had ſold their votes 
at the Diet. When we were only two miles 


from the capital, where we arrived before it 


was dark, the man in blue, aſhamed to make 
bis entree in the ſtage coach, got out, took a 
knife from his pocket, with which he cut a 
little twig from the hedge, which he converted 

| into 


122 THE HISTORY OF 


into a kind of riding ſwitch, took his pocket 
handkerchief, and with it covered his boots 


with duſt ; and then walked into the gates and 


through the town, with as much ſtatelineſs as 
if he had juſt diſmounted his horſe. 

My friend the bookſeller, Mr. Freyman, to 
whom I immediately went, abſolutely infiſted 
on my taking up my quarters in his houſe; 
which I alſo thankfully agreed to. He, and his 
good and amiable wife, received me with the 
beartieſt friendſhip ; and took the warmeſt in- 
tereſt in the fortunate change in my pecumary 
' circumſtances. ** This being the caſe, ſaid 


Frey man, you can now take a large tract of 


ground, three miles from here, which 1s to be 
let in eight days; comprehending, an exten- 
fire range, with buildings for different purpoſes, 


and a chace! Lord, ſuch a chace as there is not 


in the whole country! You will there, often 
have a troubleſome gueſt in me.“ He gave me 
now a preliminary account of all that I had to 
do, to be perfectly informed of the value of 
this land; and it was decided, that the follow- 
ing day, even, I ſhould wait on the neceffary 
perſons. He added, thoſe who rent ſuch 
_ extenſive tracks of land, which like theſe, are 
held under the government, take the title or 


Amtſrath“. 
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Amtſrath.* I think that will not be diſagree - 
able to you: and occaſions only a trifling ad- 
dition to the firſt expence.”” *©* Well, ſo let it 
be,” ſaid I, it is pretty indifferent to me 
how I am called.” 

The evening was ſpent in agreeable converſa- 
tion, till my fatigue reminded me of my pre- 
ceding ſleepleſs night. However, I did not 
lie down in the comfortable bed, that the hand 
of hoſpitality had prepared for me, till I hal, 
by a tew lines, given my wife an account of 
my Leing ſafely arrived. I could not refrain 
from tic:ling her female vanity, and her incli- 
nation for a town life, by writing to her, that 


ſhe would ere long have the title of Am frath- 


inor,f and live near the capital. After this 
letter was finiſhed, I aſcended, with difficulty, 
the elevated rotting place; which was piled up 
with fix feather beds, and which cluſed round 
me like the waves of the ſea, and I flept 
ſweetly till the morning, 


* In Germany, thoſe who farmed extenſive lands 
under the Prince, frequently receive this titic and rank as 
an oſncer under government. MNete of Tran}. 

+5 "Che wife of an Amtſrath is ſo called. 
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CHAP. IX. 
NEW PARM. RETURN TO MEHLBACH. 


Tur Prince, in whoſe capital I was now 
purſuing my affairs, diſpleaſed with the perſon 
who had been at the head of the department of 
finance till now, becauſe he did not raiſe him 
ſufficient money, took into his ſervice a man, 
who was to place his financial affairs on the 
Pruſſian footing. The perſon who had been 
recommended. to him for this purpoſe, had but 
little practical knowledge in this line, (he had 
been firſt a candidate in Theology, then tutor 
in the family of a Miniſter, and finally Secre- 
tary to the Chamber of Domains;) bat, on the 
other hand, he poſſeſſed the gift of diſplaying 
all the knowledge he had collected from books, 
and eſpecially from the writings of Mr. von 
Juſti, little as it might be of general uſe, which 
he laid down as an irrevocable law. He was 
now director of the chamber of finance, and 
turned every thing upfide down in the country, 
| | as 
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wards very low people, he now wouid play the 
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às it was quite ſuffic.ent for him, tochange any 


thing, that had been eſtabliſhed by his prey 
deceſſor; and to oppreſs an honeſt man that 


was, belides, generally conſidered a8 a deſign” 
ing, mean fellow ; he had been d{miffed the 
Pruſſian ſervice for want of ſubordination. Now 
as he who cannot obey, ſeldom knows how to 
command, the new Director of Finance was an 


unſupportable, deſpotic, and brutal miniſter. 


However, he often diigraced himſelf by the 


moſt contemptible flattery, towards thoſe per- 


ſons he was in want of; and as he had once 
heard, that a real great man can never let hin-ſelf 
down, however condeſcending he may be to- 


finiſhed Courtier and Stateſman, addreſled him- 
ſelf often to men who had not been accuſtomed 
to it, in a comic-courteous language, full of 


ſubiniſſion and humility. When a perſon wants 
ed any thing of him that he was not inclined to 


grant, he invited him to his luxurious d.aners, 
loaded him with. kindneſs, but did not give him 
an opportunity of ſpeaking to him: and when 
he ſaid to any one who wanted his atſiſtance, 
as he paſſed by him, © we will eat a friendly 
dinner together ſoon: that perſon mi ght alſo, 

a certainly 
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| certainly depend on it, that he had nothing to 
Hope for in the main. =. 
It was this man, under whoſe direction every 
thing was now farmed; and to him, I was 


therefore now particularly to addreſs myſelf. 


His character might have frightened me, as [ 
never-liked to have any thing to do with Char- 


latans; but I did not require any favour or be · 


nefit from him, but ſimply that which I could 
every where procure' for my money. I had 
alſo reaſon to expect the beſt reception, becauſe 
he particularly favoured and forwarded the far- 
mers-general of land, as the work of his own 
When I waited on the Director of the Cham- 
ber of Finance early in the morning, I was 
immediately admitted. I found a little, thick, 
puffy figure, reſembling a frog that had been 
fatted up as a delicacy for a fat day: his 
gait was like the rolling of a boat too heavily 
laden, going againſt the wind: and when he 
ſpoke, his ſhort arms were in conſtant motion, 
He ſpoke only as if he was delivering an ora- 
tion, with diviſions apd ſubdiviſions, on the 
encouragement of agriculture—on the im- 
provement of the breed of cattle—on trade and 
manufactures ; all which things, let it be ſaid, 
_ gy 
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in paſſing, generally ſucceed belt, where the 
government troubles itſelf the leaſt about them, 
and only leaves to every Citizen the free exer< 


_ ciſe of his intellectual, phyſical, and œcoomi- 


cal ſtrength, undiſturbed and undirected. It 
was a pity that the diſcourſe of the DireQor 


vas already perfectly known to me; for, as he 


repeated the ſame to every one, the whole town 
knew it exactly; and my friend the bookſeller, 
before I went out of the houſe, had intimated 
to me the manner in which the little ſquat man 
was accuſtomed to declaim. After having 
heard the oration, I then entered on the ſub- 


| jet matter. My propoſal to undertake the 


farming of Wallerthall, either when offered to 
the beſt bidder, or by private contract, was 
very graciouſly received, as I declared that I 
was in no want of the money neceſſary to pure 
chaſe the whole of the ſtock, however large. 
I was referred to the proper office, to ſee the 
valuation that had bcen made of this farm; 
and to be informed of the other circumſtances 
relating to it. At laſt, the fat little gentleman 
added, that it was not at all the intention of 
the government to raiſe the lands of the Prince 
above reaſon, but only according to their value, 
as given in the propoſals : whoever, therefore, 
G 2 | would 


128 THE HISTORY er 


would agree to the ſum therein mentioned, and 
could alſo give the neceſſary ſecurity, would 


immediately be put in pofſeflion of the lands, 


with the title that accompanied them.“ 
Now I was not ignorant, that the valuations 
of land, made at the writing deſks of the learn- 


ed gemlemen of the law, are much lie the 


plans of military operations, compoſed in the 
clefet. Therefore, after 1 kad loo'.ed over and 


examined every thing on paper, I reſerved ta 


myſelf the privilege of acquiring more exact 
information on the ſpot, and at the place itſelf, 
before I faid any thing farther; and I deciared 


my intention of going to ſee Waller! all the 
very next day, In anſwer to which, the Di- 
aeQor of Finance exdaimed, © after your re- 
turn, we will then eat a friendly dinner to- 
gather!” 


companied me to Wallerthall. We remained 
there. five days, which, without diſcovering to 
any one the certain object of my ſtay there, I 


employed in ſeeing every thing with my own 


eyes, and in gaining information reſpecting thoſe 
things that cannot be examined into in the 
winter, by converſation with the country people, 
in the place itſelf and its vicinity. On the 


whole, 


On the following FRY Mr. Freyman ac- 
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whole, I returned to town ſatisfied with the ar- 


count I had received, as alfo with the fitaation, 


and determined to undertake the concern. 

I was given to underſtand, that if I did not 
regard a few dozen of Louis, I might perhaps, 
have ſome abatement in the rent; but Gutman 
was never accuſtomed to underhand dealings. 
On the other hand, I accepted the friendly dins 
wer of the little fat man, to which alſo Mr. Frey. 
man was invited ; and after the leaſe bad been 
fgned, and I had my patent as Aratfrath in my 
pocket, I conſidered it as allowable, for the 
firſt time, to make a preſent to the Director of 


Finance, which alſo he did not refuſe. 


In reality, I had ventured on = great under · 
taking: my whole property was ouly juſt faf 


ſteient to give the ſecurity required, by puncha· 


fing the Rock, and the annnal rent was very 
conſiderable ; however, there were great ad- 
vantages to be expected, if I had luck; and 
thoſe who venture nothing, alſo gain nothing. 
It was cuſtomary that the new Amtſrath 
ſhould be preſented to the Prince at Court, and 
aſſure him of his humble gratitude, for not 
having diſdained his money. The little fat 
man had introduced this cuſtom alfo, thinking 
by that to do honour yo himſelf, and his newly 
G 3 eſtabliſhed 
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eftabliſhed corps; and by this honour to entice 
the more people to enter into it. As for my- 
ſelf, I am not very ambitious of ſuch marks of 
diſtinction; and it was not at all ſuitable to 


my. inclination to expoſe. my ruſtic figure to 


the ridicule of the Courtier:. Obſerving, how - 
ever, that my declining it would he attributed 
to aukwardnefs, and maurai/e honte, I thought 


it beſt to conſent, dreſſed myſelf quite in form, 


according: to my faſhion, and enjoyed the pri- 
vilege of going to the Caſtle with the Director 
of : Finance ; and alſo of being inſtructed by 
him in our way there, ſy tematically, on the 
forms I muſt obſerve. Among other things, 


he adviſed me not to produce the white 


gloves, I had bought expreflily for the purpoſe, 
being accuſtomed to wear them on all cere- 
monious occaſions, ſuch as burials, marriages, 
and fo forth. © My highly honoured Mare- 
chal de la Cour,” ſaid the Director oſ Finance, 
as we entered the Anti-Chamber, I here take 
the liberty of introducing to you our new Amt- 
ſrath, my friend, Mr. ——.” Here he ſtop- 
ped, for he could not immediately recollect the 
name of the man, whom he was preſenting as 
his friend; I helped him out; the Marechal 


de la Cour ſmiled, and was enchanted to be in- 


troduced 


b 
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| froduced to my acquatntance. By degrees all 
the perſons belonging to the Court were aſ- 


ſembled; and at laſt the Prince made his ap- 


pearance. I was preſented to him, and he was 


ſo gracious as to ſay to me, that it was cold 
weather, and to aſk me if I had never before 


been at ; to which, however, he did not 


wait for my anſwer, but paſſad on to the dining 
room. . 
I. was placed at the Mavzechal's table, to 
which alſo were invited ſome of the noblemen 
who were: come to the capital to attend the 
Diet : who made rather a comical figure, and, 
did not leave the court nobility time to amuſe 


themſelves at my expence. The good people 


were not accuſtomed to dine ſo quick as is uſual 
at Court; fome of them were not well provided 


with teeth, yet were willing to taſte of. every 


diſh on the table. If, however, they roſe hun- 


gry, at leaſt they quenched their thirſt, A 


couple of young officers took care of that ; and 
wine was ſerved to them ſo plentifully, that 
they walked away from the table with rather 
unſteady ſteps. As for myſelf, I may venturg 
to fay, that at leaft, I did not make myfelt ri- 
diculous : nay more, it appeared to me ſomes, 
tumes as if I adapted myſelf better to the 
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manners of the Court, than my fat protector. 
Among other things, I had twice an opportu- 
nity of ſhowing that | even underſtood the 
French language. The only thing that em- 


Darraſſed me, was, that I found it inconvenient 


do fit at table with a ſword by my ſide. I had 
hired ſuch an implement from a fword-cutler, 
but it was rather long; and as I did not 


know very well how to manage it, the attend- 


ants at court were always getting it under their 
feet. I alfo loſt my new hat, cocked after Mr. 
Pittman's pattern. The ſetvant to whom I had 
confided it, changed it; and I received in its 
place a wretched old chapean de bras, which 
fome courtier had ſqueezed and tumbled about 
for many years, venting on it his ſpleen and 


ennu?, 'Fhis is the hiſtory of my ſhort life at 


Court; perhaps, many an old gentleman of the 
ded-chamber, bas not many more intereſting 
events to relate from his. Happy, however, is 
le to whom it coſts only the loſs of 2 new 
Lat! 1 did not, however, neglect giving my 
Wife an immediate account of the honour that 
lad been dene me on this occaſion. 


Eight days more elapſed, before I had per- 


fly feuled my affairs: and theſe eight days 


1 ſpent very n. in the ſooĩety of the 
* 
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good friend, at whoſe houſe I was; and in that 


of his friends and relations. We converſed on 


literary and ofher ſubjets; amongſt other 


things, I related to Mr. Freyman my converſa» 


tion with the Roſficrufian, Mr. Pechflat, and 


expreſſed to him my aſtoniſhment that there 
ſhould be men who could write ſuch ſenſeleſs 


Ruff, as the writings of this ſociety contains x 


or Bookſellers who would publiſh it. Theſe 


people,” Mr. Freyman replied, ©* know and 


underſtand very well what they write, and why 
they write ſo and not otherwiſe. In the preſent 
times, they conſider myſticiſm as the moſt con 
venient maſk for their ſecret operations: at 
another period, they will very well know how 
quickly to change their language. But when- 
ever ſtorms ſhall appear in the political ſky, 


which they underſtand the art of ſecretly rai- 
fing, I fear we ſhall then perceive what part 


theſe gentry and their emiffaries will play in 
it: how they will throw oil on the fire, in order 
to raife the confuſion to the higheſt pitch, and 
will endeavour to make themſelves neceſſary. 
And then, the better kind of people, thoſe who 
are zealous for truth and juſtice, ſhould be on 
their guard! But how can you be ſurpriſed 
that the writings of this ſociety find publiſhers? 
N 428 Was 
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Was a Bookſeller only to publiſh ſuch works a 
ſpeak the language of ſound reaſon, he would 
foon become a bankrupt. And what good 
would it do if he was to heſitate? What he 
would not undertake the printing of, another 
ſeizes, from whom he muſt purchaſe with his 
money thoſe: wretched: productions, if his 
town's people require ſuch faſhionable wares 
from him. Does he not do better to take the 
profit of them himſelf? He can, at leaſt, when 
the fair comes, exchange this miſerable traſh, 
fit only for wafte paper, for better productions. 

I could make no reply to this, and only re- 
marked, that it was a very melancholy confi- 
deration, that a perfon with the beſt intentions, 
en, in no ſituation in this world, do as much 
good, and fallow his priciples as ſtrictly as he 
wiſhes. 

At the end of the week I took leave of my 
good friend, hired a carriage, and returned the 
Kredt * to Mehlbach. 


cu. 
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CHAP. X. 


FESTIVE RECEPTION AT HOME. DEPARTURE 
FROM MEHLBACH, AND ENTRANCE ON 
THE NEW FARM. 


- As my birth day happened in this month, 
I had, at my wife's defire, ſo contrived it, that L 
might return exactly on that day to Mehlbach. i 
She and my excellent mother, uſed on this o- 
caſion to make ſome cakes, and prepare ſome-- 
thing of an entertainment; and the good old 
woman uſed then to relate the circumſtances 
that took place at my birth, and how my father 
rejoiced, and what he ſaid when he- firſt took 
the boy in his arms. In this manner ſhe re- 
called her younger days: and I uſed to preſs 
her hand and thank her for the patient tender- 
neſs, and affectionate care, with which ſhe had 
watched, nurſed, and attended me, in this 
firſt and dangerous period of my life. Such. a 
birth day, celebrated on the place itſelf, by 
@ 6 fapſe 
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fimple country people, who have retained a 
reliſh for family feaſts, and domeſtic joys, is 
ſurely well worth a bal pari in the town. 

I would not, therefore, deprive myſelf this 
time of ſuch an enjoyment. According to my 
calculation (and I had alfo. written word of 
the ſame), I ſhould arrive towards evening ; 
but, by means of a hard froft, the roads were 
hardened, the horſes travelled faſt, and I found 
myſelf already at Mehlbach a little after noon. 
There was nobody at the windows, when I ar- 


ved, fo I entered the court without being ſeen 


by any one. At the door, I was met by a 
laughable maſquerade figure, in whom I could 
with difficulty, recognize my gardener Stephen, 

of whom I have once already made honourable 
mention. 1 at that time related that my wife 
kad not been able to induce me to transform 


| him into a livery fervant ; this unfortunate me- 


ſe had now taken place during my ab- 
Tence. ' Protably it was imagined, that now I 


was an Amtſrath, I ſhould myſelf feel that I 
could not conſiſtently with my ſituation, do 
Without a ſootman. Poor Stephen, was not 


ly diſguiſed by a tiff bead of hair, plenti- 
Tully beplaiſtered with meal, &c. which ap- 
N & if it was nailed to the hinder part of 

his 
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his ſkull, and by adreſs that had but indifferent- 
iy the appearance of a livery ; but he had alſs 
been taught a true German mode of welcome; 
but which, on account of my carly arrival, he 
did not perfectly well recollect: and inftead of 
which alfo, he made uſe of that which had beer: 
deſigned for the viſitors that had been invited. 
Soon after this, the women made therr ap- 
pearance : but my wife was only half dreſſed. 
Her head was arranged in the coftume of an 


Amtſrathinor; and whilſt an immenſe cap, or- 


namented with a variety of ribbons, ſuck. as I 
had never feen her wear beforc, at every motion 
of her head whiſked in my face ; the reſt of the 
figure of this new Syren was till clad in the 


raſtic family dreſs, in which | liked fo mack to 


ſee her. 


My children at firſt did not appear ; they 


were fetched, however, at my defive; but, as 
it ſeemed they alſo were interrupted in their 
dreſſing, and little Julia was very abſent, and 
was conſtantly muttering ſomething to herſelf, 
in a low tone of voice, that ſhe had probably 


learnt, and would not forget before the time 
came for delivering it. 


Diſagreeable as were theſe follies to me, 1 


appeared not to obſerve them ; employed my- 
ſelf 
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ſelf in ſome occupation about the farm; ani 
gave my family leiſure to prepare for the en'er- 
tainment, which I plainly perceived they were 
making for me. In paſſing by, L had a glimpſe 
through the window of our clergyman, Mr. 
Pittman, very buſy, in what was called my 
parlour. He had taken off his coat, and was 
ſanding on a ladder, in his waſicoat, hammer- 
ing ſomething. 

The gueſts now arrived by degrees; the 
principal people in the village, the grocer's 


family from ***, and others; and when, at 


laſt, every thing was in order, I was requeſted 


by my new livery ſervant to honour the com- 


pany with my gracious preſence. 
On my entering the houſe, ſuch a band of 


muſic ſtruck up, as, if I had had weak nerves, 


would certainly have thrown me into convul- 
fions. My wife, full dreſſed, conducted me in; 


the muſicians played before us, and in this 


manner J entered the parlour, which, by means 


of a great ſheet, was divided in two, and at the 
ſame time, transformed by theſe means into a 


Theatre. The moft noble audience fat juſt in 
front of the linen partition, and the men and 
maid ſervants belonging to the farm, took 
their. places behind. The muſic began under 


TRE AMTSRATH GUTMAN. 139 


the direction of the village chanter. Then Mr. 
Pittman, who united in himſelf the offices of 
dramatic poet, prompter, ſcene-ſhifter, mana- 
ger, and candle ſnuffer, drew up the ſheet, and 
the play commenced, 
It was a paſtoral, which my children-under 
the names of Menalcas, Chloe, and Dametas, 
reepreſented, and was deſigned. to celebrate the 
t return and birth day of an old ſhepherd, (under 
A which character I was underſtood). My young- 
| eſt ſon, Daniel, was twice at a loſs; otherwiſe 
every thing went off very well. The dear 
little things were covered with coloured rib- 
bons, as gay as harveſt crowns, and inſtead of 
ſheep crooks, they held in their hands, alas 
the fine painted ſticks, to which I uſed to tye 
up my beſt carnations. Even my houſe dog 
had a part to act, was led by Chloe by a pink 
ribbon, but broke looſe and ſprung away; as 
bo it is the nature of all creatures to behave unruly, 
when, after being accuſtomed to be chained, they 
fu:d themſelves all at once con fined only by a 
filken cord. 
| After every thing was finiſhed, the dear 
d children were praifed and careſſed by the gueſts, 
as the rules of politeneſs demanded; and ab- 
ſurd as the whole appeared to me, and little, as 
| | fo 
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ſo fooliſh an entertainment agreed with my 
ſentiments, I could not bear to leſſen my wife's 
ſatisfaction, but thanked her affeQionately for 
this proof of her love. I even returned my 
thanks to the dramatic compoſer, (althongh I 


fecretly wiſhed him fifty ſtripes ad paſteriora, 


as well ſor his curſed poetry, as ſor the whole 
invention and di fpoſition, which all originated 
in him). But Þ faid _— flattering to the 


| children. 


A ſupper, at which alſo there did not prevail 
fo mueh nature, ſimplicity, and heartineſs, as 
fotmerly, when we uſed to celebrate fuch 
birth day feaſts among ourſelves, cloſed the 
entertainment, and I was glad * the gueſts 


tool their leave. 


1 have perceived my dear, faid my wife 


tome, as ſoon as we were alone together, that 


you were not quite pleaſed with the little ar- 
rangements I had made for the celebration of 
this day; forgive me, beſt of men, if I have 
not hit your taſte. At leaſt I meant ãt well. 

Theſe lak words almoſt made me forget the 


fermon, I was in the intention of giving her, 
| when we were tate à fie; but the good woman 
who, in fact, did not like I ſhould goto ſleep in 
— pretied me to declare what it was 
that 


we <a = 
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that particularly diſſatisfied me; (ſhe knew 
very well, that when once I had relieved my 
mind by ſpeaking, every thing was forgotten and 
forgiven}. I therefore began in the following 
manner: 

© Thou meet my love, I ſaid, that 
every entertainment, which has a phantaſtie ap- 
pearance, and requires much preparation, is 
highly diſagreeable to me. Can any thing be 
more delightful than the innocent overflowing 


of the hearts of beings, who have preſerved 


their native fimplicity : who know and love 
each other, and which diſplays itfelf in often- 
tatious joy, and thankfulneſs, towards the 
good Creator? Or, what is the uſe, on fack 
occaſions, of paſtorals learnt by wrote, party- 
coloured clothes, and the prefence cf people 
who are ſtrangers to our feelings on fuch occa- 
ſtons? Let us leave it to the great folks of the 
world, to yawn more on their days of feſti · 
vity, than in all the reſt of the year; and to 


the inhabifants of Conrts, to curſe their birth 


days, in gala dreſſes and hoop petticoats ; and 
to have the expreſſions of affected joy warbled 
to them by painted figures the poor creatures 
have blunted every better feeling. But we, the 
true children of nature — no, fuch things are 


not 


· 
f 
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not fuited to: us. However, I will Tet it paſs, 
when ſuch artificial pleaſures are carried to any 
degree of perfection; at leaſt, in that caſe, 
the leſs refined feelings are gratified. But Mr. 
Pittman's performance, and the Mehlbach or- 
cheſtra, and the whole apparatus! Can any thing 
be more diſguſting to ſound ſenſe and reaſon 
than all this? added to which, I am not for 
training 18 children to theatrical * 
ance. 


Us But, by this means, they acquire a proper | 


aſſurance. 
4 66 Confoind ſuch As as and a 


perſon to act without bluſhing and befitation, 
what we are not. The only enviable aſſurance 


ariſes from an inward ſenſe of an upright mind, 
and a pure conſcience. With: that we can look 


every one in the face, with modeſty, but al ſo 


with firmneſs. Should even our outward ap- 


pearance be a little aukward, and our words 


not always ſo elegantly arranged, ſtill a perſon 
ſucceeds beſt on the long run, by theſe means. 
And now we are upon this chapter, my dear 
wife, let me earneſtly entreat thee, to concur 


with me in preſerving ſimplicity of manners, 


even in our new fituation! We have been 
loved and * here by our neighbours, 
and. 
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mid by ſtrangers, by high and low, although 
we were nothing · but ſimple country people. 
Should we be more ſo, or would our hearts beat 


with more pleaſure, if thy head were loaded 8 
with a quantity of lappets and ribbons ; if the 


long train of thy gown were toſweep up all the 
{ticks and ſtraws in the yard : or, it the broad 
bull tace of: the clumſy Stephen, were to look 
over our chairs at dinner ?—Certainly not. But, 
by thefe means, we ſhould expoſe ourſelves to 
the ſueers of the great, and the envy of the 
little. And, if fortune ſhould one day depriveus 
of the contemptible trifle, which we call riches, 


(thou knoweſt that I do not depend much on the 


blefling that will attend the money got in the 
Lottery) ; how will it be, when the train muſt 
be again cut off? -* hen fat Stephen muſt again 
lay aſide his party coloured trappings? What 


a triumph for ill natured people!“ 


1 continuel a littie longer in this train, and 


bad the pleaſure io remark that my exhortations 


were attentively liſtened to, and profitably re- 
ceived. Women have this quality, that they 
eaſily comprehend fimilar rational and moral 
ideas, andare able to feel the importance of them ; 


and if they diſcoveredas much ſteady reſolution 
in putting ſuch rules in practice, when the op- 


portunity 
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portunity offers, as they do readineſs in giving 


them their approbation, many a man of firm 
principles would find leſs difficulty than be 
does at preſent, in fulfilling his duties at the 
Lead of a family. 

The fpring of the year 1772 came, and with it 
the period when I was to quit the eftate of Mehl- 


dach. The Adminiſtrator, Mr. Harnſterfield, 
now made his appearance again, with the Com- 


miſfioners of the new farmer; they feaſted, 
they did a little buſineſs ; however, the gen- 
tlemen finifticd their buſineſs, according to their 


mode of reckoning, very quickly, as I threw 
ho difficulties in their Way, and every —_ 


was prepared beforehand. 
It was not without painfal ſenfations, that I 


7 laft, quitted with my family, the place where 


I firſt ſaw the light of the day; where I had 
paſſed the careleſs, happy years of my youth, 
and had enjoyed many heart felt pleaſures, in 
all the happieſt of human connections. I know 
not whether it was a latent pre-ſentiment'; but 


in that I have not much faith, that I ſhould not 


proſpet at Wallerthall; ſuffice it to ſay, that I 
departed with a heavy heart. The clergyman, 
Me. Pittman, did not belie himſelf at our de- 


1 parture; for as we got into the cattiage, he put 


into 
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into my hand a moſt affecting poem, which 


began thus ;— 
ce They go, the gen' rous, the belov'd, the good ; 
« Oh, luckleſs day l far, far, from us they go; 
© Our hearts go with them, and a briny flood 
« Of tears, regretful, down our faces flow. 


The flood of tears, was not, however, in truth, 
ſo great as to lay the country under water: 1 
nevertheleſs ſaw, on this occaſion, the eve of 
many an honeſt peaſaat, to whom 1 had given 
advice or aſſiſtance, become dim, as he preſſed 
my hand on bidding me farewell; and a little 
crowd of the poor, with whom we had ſome- 
times divided our morſel, ſurrounded the car- 
riage and called on God to bleſs us. 

I have nothing to relate ref pecting our jour- 
ney ; we arrived without accident or adventure, 
at Wallerthall, and found the waggon with our 
houſehold goods, which we had ſeut on before 

us, already there. h 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XI. 


DESCRIPTION OF OUR NEW SITUATION AT | 
WALLERTHALL, CHARACTERS, | 


My wife opened her eyes very wide, as ſoon 
as ſhe firſt perceived the large and handſome 
building that we were now to inhabit. Truly it | 
had altogether a much more grand and wealthy 
appearance than our manorial farm at Mehl- 
bach. Here alſo were to be ſeen, long gardens 
with cut hedges, and planted with yew trees 
cut into the form of pyramids, and many fine 
box trees; almoſt all which fine things had 
been planted by my immediate predeceſſor, the 
laſt tenant. The extenſive buildings of the 
farm had a reſpectable appearance: and as for 
the country round Wallerthall, it may be con- | 

| ſidered, in fact, as one of the moſt beautiful 3 
parts of the principality. Wallerthall itfelf | 
was only lage, but a very large one; and 
ſeveral femtlies lived in it, whom I muſt here | | 


deſcribe, | 


: y . - * 


. * 


— 


| 
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deſcribe, in order to give my readers an idea of 
what degree of ſocial- pleaſure awaited myſelf 
and my family, in our new place oi. reſi- 


dence. 


| Beſides myſelf, who was furmer- general of 
the taxes, as well as of the land, (for I was 
alſo to collect a part of the taxes, which were 
farmed to me on an average of twelve years}. 
Beſides myſelf, I ſay, there was infWallerthall, 
another officer under government, namely the. 
Juſticiaty Amtmann, Mr. Schlott, a hard 
hearted, malevolent man, who in other reſpects 


neither wanted underſtanding, acuteneſs, know- 


ledge of the world, wit, or ſolid and uncommon 
acquirements in different branches of fcience. 


But not one benevolent feeling ever aroſe in 


his heart towards any living creature. He was 
an old bachelor, deſpiſed women altogether : 
und did not indeed ſpeak well of any one. On 
the other hand, he took deiight in ſcaudalous 
anecdotes, and in quarrels, and miſunderitand- 
ange, between good men. He never endea- 
voured by any accommodation, to put an end 
to aay law-ſuit that came before him, he rather 
protra cu t'.em, not ſo much from iutereſted 
motives, but becauſe he was delighted ro ſee 
people diſagree. He exucted the rents of the 


POOr 
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poor peaſants with unmerciful ſeverity ; and 


IT mighit ſo far alſo be certain, that if IT had re» 
| courſe to him, he would affiſt me in recovering 
| ſuch arrears without ceremony. His appear- 
ance was forbidding, and the exprefhon of his 
countenance malicious and ſneering. Children 
always fled from his approach ; indeed he took 
pleaſure in teazing them, and uſed to frighten 
them, and take away their play things ; nay, 


he could not even let a dog paſs by him with- 


out giving it a blow with his ſtick. At cards, 


of which he was not very fond, although he 
played remarkably well, be quarrelled without 


ceaſing, He never made a promiſe in unequi- 
vocal decifive language, in order to keep open 
a door, by which, perhaps, he might be en- 
abled to play a perſon a malicious trick. Now, 
with this perſon, I could not deſire much in- 
tercourſe, excepting in what related to our of- 


fices, and on matters of buſineſs, which brought 


us together. My head, might have gained 
by his ſociety, as for my heart he did not ſuit 
it. 3 _ 

His old, one eyed fiſter, who kept houſe for 
him, was ſo forbidding a creature, that I believe 
it was owing to her appearance, that of all the 
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gardens in the place, that of Mr. Schlott was 
the leaſt plundered by the ſparrows. . | 
Our parſon, Mr. Gebhard, had been for many 
years ſchoolmaſter in the capital, but, tired at 
laſt of ſo truly diſagreeable a life, he obtained, 
after repeated applications, this village reQory. 
But it was not at all in his line to tend ſuch 
ſheep of the coarſeſt wool as are the peaſants. 
His ſermons were not at all ſuited to the people 
in the country; they were learned, philoſophi- 
cal, abſtract, or hyperorthodox, dry diſſerta · 
tions, which he delivered in the moſt formal 
didactic tone. He fulfilled as little the duties 
of his office, as a friend and counſellor in domeſ- 
tic life, for the peaſants did not at all underſtand 
his learned language. In other reſpects, he was 
fincere and friendly, but cold. If he loved 
money a little, he might eaſily be excuſed for 
it; the poor man had maintained himſelf and 
family for twenty years, by hard labour, and 
with much trouble; now, at laſt, he had gotinto 
ſomething of a better fituation, and therefore 
he was willing to lay by a little money againſt 
he ſhould want it. In ſpite of his erudition, 
(for in what concerned philology, particularly 
the Oriental languages, he might vie with many 
a famous profeſſor,) he was nevertheleſs inſup- 
A portable 
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portable in ſociety. His hypocho ndrizcal diſ- 
poſition, his ignorance of the manners of the 


vevorld ; his unconformability and pedantry, 


made his Coen. very u teſume. He liked 
to pute, or rather to 'prefide in diſputes. 
- Befides, the tone of bis converſation tool fre- 
; quently a very catechetical form, for he never 
Kiniſhel his ſetvtences entirely, but kept back 
the laſt word, ſo that the perfon converſipg with 
him was always obliged to add it, like a ſcholar 


it: Hor inſtance:— .— 


66 Thisaffair call have be ſtops. 


The 3 «© Melancholy end. 
Her 1 a melancholy 6nd. 2 


32 


le alfo took much *pains W to pro- 


nounce every word diſtinctly, and without 
"abbreviations. He never ſaid, ** trumpets and 
Urums,“ but **'trumpets and kettle 'drums, or 
'teginrental druins;"” never dollars,“ but 
* Imperial dollars; never tick, oa but 
walking ſtick.” 


the generally wore, on Sundays, a gown of 
green ſtuff damaſk, and in what repreſented 
der hair, (but which was compoſed of black 

horſe 


- that wanted — on which he repeated 


was not much to be ſaid about his wife; 
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| horſe hair where it appeared e cap. ſhe 


wore ſome filver flowers. 

| The only fon of this couple, 4 rest out 
candidate in theology, who Ned fo che ca pital 
as a private tutor, came now nd then fo Wal- 
lerthall. Thave never ſeen, in aft my life, any 
buman being with broader feet, a lower forehead, 
a greater appetite, and leſs found judgment, 
than this ſame youn 8 candidate in theolpgy. .. 

Our Eſculapius was a Dr. Aufgufs, who 


would have greatly contributed to the ſplendor 
of Wallerthall, if the fruitleſs attempt, which 
he made a little before my arrival, to open 


there an excellent mineral ſpring, had beep ſuc- 
ceſsful. The water had, when he diſcovered 


it, a very ſtrong ſmell; he thought that. it 


contained, in particular, much fulphyr. From 
his account, the matter was more particular] y 
examined into; but it was diſcovered, that ncar 
the ſource of it there had formerly been a large 
houſe. The ftream run through the ruins of 
the temple of Cloacina, belonging to this build- 
ing, where it acquired the mephetick ſmell that 


| had attrated the attention of. our phyſician. 


Dr. Aufguſs did not recommend himſelf much 
dy his externals; his figure, with his dirty dreſs, 
had rather ſomething almoſt diſguſting ; a perſon 


A ſoon 
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3 to feel pains in his bowels when he 
looked at his rhubarb phyfiognomy. The caſe, 
in which all his ſcience was encloſed, was co- 
vered with a wire wig, to which hung a little 
lackered bag. Such wigs, (let it be ſaid by the 
way) although they have the advantage of du- 
ration and incombuſtibility, conſequently do 


not want to be inſured, muſt, nevertheleſs, be 


very dangerous, fince, as it is ſaid, they attract 
the lightening. For the peaſants he had only 
two medicines, which be bimſelf prepared; and 
which he always kept on a ſhelf, that he could 
reach from the place where he uſually ſat. One 
of theſe medicines was a grey powder, which 


| ſerved forall diſorders, that bad their ſeat in the 


lower regions of the body ; the ather was ared 
mixture, which was uſed for all complaints that 


attacked the upper parts, as the head, the breaſt, 


&c. Wick his great patients, on the contrary, 
he employed various medicines in all kinds of 


forms, enquired alſo particularly after every 
little circumſtance. Then, alſo, for greater 


clearneſs, he had double expreſſions i in readineſs; 
as for inſtance: how do you do ?—how do 
you find yourſelf ?—have you flept and reſted 


well how goes on the tranſpiration and the 
perſpiration ? well! the diſorder will ſoon abate 


an d 
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and decreaſe.—T muſt depart, and take my 
leave.“ When L came to Wallerthall, the doc- 
tor was ſtill an. old bachelor; two years after- 
wards, he married an apothecary's 'widow at 
a little * _ and went — to 


| live. 8 l 


We had alſo a famous . n 


Mr. Bueller, who had formerly been ſurgeon 


to a regiment. He was fond of talking in com- 
pany of his former life, of campaigns, the ef- 
fe& of artillery, and the number of deſerters; 
and when once he had folded his arms acroſs 
his prominent ſtomach, which was ornamented 
with a blue Mancheſter waiſtcoat, and began 
to deferibe the amputations he had performed, 
every one preſent becaine uneaſy and diſpirited. 
If the, good man were to be obliged at. the. laſt 
day, to put together again in their plades, all 
the limbs he bad ſawed off in this life, he would 
have a very hard 3 wok. This — 
a widower. 


1 have nothing to fay reſpeGting the - any 
of the forrefter; they were people without edu; 
cation; he bad formerly been whipper- in to 
— ; iſhe was | the: — * 

it, 115. 


_— 9 t Siu 


154 --THE HISTORY.OP - 


2 n to principal- Douſes in 
Wallerthail, namely, to · the two noblemen'i 
families, who alſo lved tliene. The one be- 
longed to the noble. family of Buttenberg, the 
other to tha of the Baron: von Kaller. 

Mr. yon Buttenberg only ſpent a couple of 
months in the winter, at the capital. He was a 
gentleman of the bed-chamber at. ths Court of 
an Klector, where, however, he feldom went. 
The greateſt part of his life he paſſed at Waller- 
thall; lived) very enpenſively, which his fortune 
permitted ham to do, viſited the. who neigh- 
bourtroed; often received vities from the town, 


_andgeneralty two a journey to ſorne bathing 


place once a. eau. He was ſulb twenty years 
alder than I, confequentty when I gut acquainted 
with. dm, aboud fifty years'of age. He be- 
lenge ti that claſs of men, of whom nothing 
anticulacty: goed or bad on be ſuid. Ex- 


remely. polite and well bred, asa.courtrer ought 
o de, prudent and obliging in converſation, 


-ritadle to the poor; but at the fame time without 
genius, ſoul, or character, and equally pleaſed 
wich, all thaſe who - were not publicly marked 
with infamy. He could live with all kinds of 
people, and did live * all kinds of people, 
and 


ready to ſhow civilities to every one, and cha- 


3 w 9 


i 
[ 
; 
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and:ſhowed all kinds of people the ſame atten- 
tion in the fame circumſtances. He never 
ſpoke otherwiſe than well of the abſent, and 
deſignated more than a thouſand perſons, by 
the expreſſion of my old friend ſuch a one;”' 
nothing but friends! He was not, bowever, 
falſe; and never forſook theſe old friends, till 
they. were in ſuch a ſituation, that it would: no 
longer have been creditable to aſſociate wu 
them, and that he would have been ſorced ta 
have been aſhamed of them; ſox credit and ex- 
teriors were every thing to him, as may be-ſup- 
poſel. Of princes, and, every. thing dene ot 
oceaſioned by princes, he ſpoke ithaut diſtingn. 
tion, wich the moſt prafaund reſpec}; andrng 


one of them, was he even the moſt igfignifeant. 


of mortals, ever trayelled nrar Wallerthall, 
without Mr. von Buttegberg's. going ta met 
him, to pay bis reſpects to him, ang, to, invite 
him to a callation, or a. digngx. He hag na 
folid information, which. is generally the caſe. 
with ſuch people; hut he had, heard and. read, a 
great deal, and therefore his canyerſation was, 


ſupportahle, as be was, indecd; always on his, 
guard, not to diſcover his deficiency, Here and, 


there, alſo, be would introduce a little auecdote; 
but a perſon muſt not expect from him, original 
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ſallies, true wit, or acute obſervation. He 
was, in other reſpects, kind to his ſervants and 
peaſantry, and a very 9 noble- 
man. | 
Madame von Buttenberg alſo, who was much 
younger than her huſband, made a bad uſe of 
this good humour, to the great concern of all 
ſenſible people. For this falfe, baughty, vain, ' 
ſelf-conceited woman, followed only her caprice 
and humour; frequently ſlandered, ridiculed, 
and inſulted people, who were certainly better 
than her, and was the means of preventing their 
ever ſetting their ſeet in the houſe; for a perſon 
might'reſt affured, that he would either be made 
the but of her wit, or criticiſed after his de- 
parture. I had been very ſufficiently inſtructed, ' 
and warned on the ſubject by my friend Frey- 
man, who knew theſe people; for which reaſon, 
I adviſed my wife to keep at a great diſtance 
with Madame von Buttenberg; it will be ſeen, 
dy and by, how far ſhe profited of my advice. 
Mr. von Buttenberg had three children by his 
wife; a ſon, who, according to his expreſſion, 
died the death of an hero in the laſt war, (that 
is to ſay, the young man had been ſhot as he 
ſtood in the ranks as an enſign;) a daughter, 
two Feats older than our rJ ulia; and another fon 


Who 
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chievous ſpoiled child, for whoſe education, a 


private tutor was at that, time kept, - but who 


was treated like a ſervant, conſequently was not 
reſpected by his: pupil, and which, alſo, in 
reality, he did not deſerve to be. 

The other nobleman' s houſe, was the reſi- 


dence of the Baron Kaller; a man, whoſe cha- 
poſſeſſed unauſtentatious worth, and who 


racter 
diſcovered firmneſs and reſpectability in all his 
actions. He had inherited his property on the 
extinction of another · branch of the family, till 
which, be had lived on a very ſmall fortune; 
was in the military ſervice, and had behavedin 
many campaigns, as a brave, intelligent, and 
at the ſame ime, very. humane officer. A 
heartfelt affection, rational reflection, which 


confirmed his choice, and at the ſame time, 


gratitude to a family, not noble, that had given 


him proofs of true friendſhip in his lefs ſplendid 


fituation, induced him, as ſoon as he had inhe- 
' rited his fortune and reſigned his commiſfion, to 
marry an excellent young woman of this family, 
at which, truly, the- noble perſons who were 
related to him, were very. much diſpleaſed; and 
all the other noble families in the neighbour- 
hood, alſo, exclaĩmed loudly at the diſgrace of 
2 5 ſuch 


167 
-who was youoger than the daughter, 2 miſt 
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fack a alliance. But this virtuous man, let 
chews alu; he had an excellent wife, with 
whos le puſfed many happy and enviable years 
in petriarchal' fimpheity; and ſoon theſe pure 
joys were enereaſbd, by a number of beautiful 
healthy children, to whoſe education, the re- 
ſpeftable pair dedicated their whole attention. 


And as he poffeſſed very great ltemry acquire- i 


ments, and might have vied with many who 
are called learned men, there was, alſo, nothing 
negle@edin the cultivation of their underſtand- 


ings: Never have I feen any family that has 


intereſted me in fo high a degree as this: the 
molt perfect pattern of domeftic management 


was here to be ſeen; here prevailed the greateſt 


harmony of principles, of inclinations, and of 
fentiments: and even when there was any dif- 


ference of opinion, which was however rarely 


the caſe, fill there was union in actiom and 
conduct, conformable to the plan of the head 
of the family. Nothing was concealed from 
the huſband by the wife, out of ill-judged favor 
to avy member of the family; and the fine 
example of punRuality and order, with which 


me conducted her affairs, which appeared to 


give her no trouble, becauſe ſhe took avery 
ching at the right time, and at the right end, 
1 5 1 had 
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had; a. beneficial effect on the whole bouſe, in 
which only one ſpirit prevailed, and every, onę, 
without being reminded, contributed. mdividy- 
ally: and all united to the harmony of the whole. 


The children were kttle angels, innocent, roſy- 


cheeked, lively, natural, frank, obliging in 
their manners to every one, and, at the 
tame, modeſt, well- behaved ang gentle. 

What would I not have given to have. got 
into greater habits of intimacy with this family! 
But the Baron had determined not to aſſociate 
with the inhabitants of Wallerthal; and, in 


truth, the perſons I have defcribed, were pet 


calculajed to encourage bim to a, greater inti- 
macy- with them. He feared alſo, that by 


a greater intercourſe hetween. their ſervants, the. 


order and regylarity. of his houſe might, hy de- 
grees, be deranged, and much uſeful time loſt. 
He, therefore, remained with them on the footing 
of occafional viſits of cexemeny, kept up a little 
more ſociety with ſame neighbouring noblemen 
and officers under governanent; had the relations 
of his wife for months together at his houſe, 
aud ſometimes, alſo, made little excurſions with 
his Sy to viſit hem. My, yapity ſometimes 
told.me, that I merited to hape had an exception. 
u 6 made 
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made in my favonr; but the Baron had, proba- 
bly, been ſo often deceived, that he did not chooſe 
any more to make any particular acquaintance; | 
in order to avoid the pain of finding himſelf 
again miſtaken, and the embaraffment of being 
obliged to draw back, which is ſo much the more 
difagreeadle, when people live together in a 
ſmall place. " P honour the man who remains - 
true to his principles ; and, therefore, after ſome 
fruitleis attempts, ceaſed to ſeek the intimacy 
of the only man, whoſe ſociety, in my preſent 
| ſituation, could dave W N to the frets. 
of my life.” ' '” 

All thefe good people, who lived in Waller- 
thall, and others who lived in neighbouring 
places, aſſociated morg or lefs together; the 
men, alſo, had formed a club; for which pur- 
poſe, two great rooms in-the inn were ſet apart, 
in which they met together once a week, from 
all the neighbourhood. This affociation Was, 
in fact, commendadle, and I took partin it with 
n But every Sunday, when the weather 
was tolerable, my wife and I viſited ſome of 
our neighbours i in the village or its vicinity: 3 
thoſe people returned the civility ſome, other 
Sunday ; and thus paſſed away ſeveral hs, 


Ul the winter come, * we had com- 
pleated 


* 


r 
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pleated the circle of our neighbourhood, and 
got acquainted with all the people, with: 
whom we were in future to afſociate. 


. * * 1 1 
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CHAP. XII. 


DOMESTIC ARRANGEMENTS. UNPLEASANT 
PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. DETERMINA- 
TLON OF THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY. 


Ir is not ſo eaſy tounder take all at once the ma- 
nagement of a great buſineſs in a country where 
you are a ſtranger. I was aware of that, and 
prepared to pay for experience, during the firſt 
| year. It was, however, neceſſary that the 
ſtricteſt attention ſhould be paid during this firſt 
year, in order that at the end of it, at leaſt, we 
might know perfectly well what we were about. 
My wife and I had both of us enough to do, 
and yet ſhe had taken a houſekeeper, and I a 


hind to aſſiſt us. During this period, therefore, 
little was thought about amuſement; ſtill, how = 
ever, I often had occafion to renew my exhor- 
_ tations to purſue a ſimple manner of life. The 

neighbouring civil officers lived like Me 
princes ; it was their buſineſs to conſider by what 
means, 
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means, allowable, or not allowable, they conld 
provide for this expence; I, who was not rich, 
knew that I could not do the fame, without 
being a knaye ; but, that my wife would not al- 
ways comprehend. Sometimes, ſhe wanted 
me to convert one of the teams of cart-horſes 
into coach-horfes, and to dreſs an aukward 
plongh-boy as an Engliſh jockey: at other 
times, if a couple of men, who had been with 
me on bufineſs, ſtaid dinner, my wife prepared 
to ſend to table an innumerable number of difh- 
es, and I was obliged, if I knew of it time 
enough, to give a poſitive order to prevent 
their being brought to table, which often ap- 
peared to her very hard, "Oy: when they 
were all ready. 

But the more I gotacquainted with my pre- 


ſent ſituation, the more clearly appeared to me 


the neceſſity of limiting my expences, and not 
raifing my Mile of living too bigh. Ifaw, for 
inſtance, clearly, that i in this coneern, ſooner 
or later, inſtead of forwards, I muſt 
fall to the ground. The farm itſelf. the rneadow 
ground, the brewery, and ſo ſorth, were-in- 


deed all let to me at a rent which a perſon could 


— pay, by miking uſe of better huſband- 


; and with tolerable favourable ſeafons; but 
the 
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the taxes, ſome part of which, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, I farmed one year with ano- 
ther, but which were to be accounted for ſepa- 
rately,. did not come in as they ought. The 
peaſants- were exhauſted and impoveriſhed by 
the impoſts of all kinds, drawn from them for 
fo many years; and the few who had ſtill any 
ting left to pay, were obſtinate, and had been 
accuſtomed to conſider the tax-gatherers as 


blood-ſuckers and enemies. Nothing was to 


be got from them by fair means; and as they 


perceived at once, that my heart revolted at the 


thoughts of employing force, none of them paid. 
In truth, it would only have coft me an appli- 
cation to the Juſticiary Amtman, Mr. Schlott ; 


he would, with the moſt joyful readineſs, 


| have got me, every time, the money by diſtreſs, 


from all the debtors; in that caſe, where there 


was no money, beds or other houſehold furni- 
ture would have been found : or, if the debt 
was too conſiderable, the little cot and yard 


would have been judicially ſold. But, O God! 
it was impoſſible for me to employ ſuch means; 


.I ſuffered, what ought to have come into my 


purſe, to waſte away, and added money of my 
.own when the treaſury was to be paid, which 


never ſhewed any indulgence to its debtors. I 
ſupported 


> — 
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ſapported willingly, the Adieule of Mr. Schlott, 
and rejoiced that I had occaſioned no one a 
ſleepleſs night. But the number of inſolvents 
increaſed by my forbearance, and the lofs: 
which I fuffered by it yearly, was very conſie 
derable. I was now obliged, -in order to pay- 
my rent regularly, to take up ſmall ſums of 
money, for which I paid intereſt. And I might 
de certain, that with this management, even if 
I met with no misfortunes, at the end of my 


twelve years leaſe, my debts would. be fo in- 


creaſed, that I ſhould be obliged'to employ the 
whole of the twenty thouſand'dollars, that I 
had given as ſecurity; to clear myſelf. 

I cannot ſay that this proſpect᷑ deprefled my 


ſpirits: : I have already informed my readers 


that I did not expect any blefling from the 


money gained in the Lottery. But it was ne- 


ceſſary frankly to diſcover tomy wife the ſtate 


of my circumſtances. I did ſo. ' But women: 


do not like to look into the future, provided 
only the preſent moment ſmiles; and. my wife 


thought that even one year partienl arly fruitful, 


or fome proſperous. agricultural ſcheme, would 


be able to ſet us up again. As I perceived that 


ſhe- iſregarded the matter, I 9 no more to 
her 
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her about it, but formed my own plans in 
The firſt thing of all was to determine what 
L was to do with my three children. They 
were {till young enough to. prepare them for 


any-kind-of life. The moſt important thing 
was, not th. give them too high an education, 
and net to cnlti vate their talents in ſuch a man-. 
ner as to give them a reliſh for all kind of re- 


fined enjoxments, and a. number of intellec-. 
tua} wants, which in an induſtrious life, filled. 
up with eammon. mechanical qocupatiang, as is 


the: caſe hate a perſan, ts. obliged. to earn his, 


bread by the ſweat of his brow, cannot be ſatiſ- 
Tbe girl ought to be brought up as an active, 
and induſtrious houſewife, that in caſe even ſhe. 
ſbould find no man who would offer her his 
hand, ſhe might, at leaſt, be able to get her 


bread as houſekeeper in ſome great farm. I 


determined that neither of my ſons ſhould. be 
ſcholars, A man deſtined for a learned pro- 
fethon, who has nothing elſe to live on, after 
having paſſed the time alotted at the Univerſity, 


leads a life of anxiety till, if the law is his 


line, he obtains a moderate income as Counſel - 


lor, or by ſome little appointment. It is the. 


- ſame 
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' fame with the Phyſician; and 1 was ſtrongly 


prejudiced againſt letting my ſons. ſtudy Theo- 
f logy, to have them afterwards lead a liſe of 
| torment and fatigue ag private tutors. A mers. 
| chant without a capital remains always a retail 
dealer. Every one knows what is to be gained 
by the profetlion of a Soldier, or in the civil 
line. I therefore determined, that the youngeſt, 
as had always been my intention, ſhould early 
be brought up to agriculture; and as the eldeſt 
had as yet ſhewn no inclinatiow that way, he 
was to learn a trade. It is certaia that a clever 
mechanic, is more truly free and more, inde- 
pendent of men amd of fortune than any other 
man; and is always.ſure of the means of ſupport 
with moderation. When what he makes 
| belongs to the neceflary wants of liſe, his 
_ induſtry is welcome in all places, and ſure of 
| its price. Should, be meet with misfortunes as 
> a, maſter=-workman in one town, he can leave 
it with his bundle, and find unmediately 
work and maintenance in another town.* The 
| buſineſs 
* Every citizen of the State ought by rights to make 
| himſelf maſter of ſome trade, in order to be able tg look 


OY i . 
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| forward without uneafineſs. We have ſeen in our day, 
' how, by unexpected revolutions in the affairs of men, (hoſe 
| 
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zuſineſs of 4 Cabinet - maker appeared to me 
particular! y reſpectable, profitable, and agree- 
able. It alſo affords room for the exerciſe of 
Imagination, taſte and genius; and when once 
a perſon is arrived ſo far as to earry on the 
duſineſs om a large ſcale, he is im the way = 
become a rich man, and live well and gend 
teelly. I therefore determined, that my ſon 
ſhould be a Cabinet-maker, whatever people 
might ſay about it. This idea, which how- 
ever I bad determined not to communicate 
to my wife, till it was time to put it in ex- 
ecution, pleaſed and tranquillized me ſo much 
that I could hardly wait for the time when 

the boy Houle be old . to begin his ap- 


prenticeſhip.,- 


every one, whatever may be his deſtination ; 
I therefore took care that my children ſhould 


not be — in that reſpect. Freyman, 
who. 


9 — , 9 „ 0 


who have fancied themſelves. the moſt ſecurely ſeated in the 


lap of fortune, haye been ſuddenly precipitated into the 


extreme of. miſery. Arts and Sciences will not defend 


agajoft want, but a trade maintains 2 man. How happy 
would” many an emigrated Marquis conſider hirafelf, k 
9 ſubſiſtence | 8 ; 


A good education n is uſeful to 


1 
- 
n 
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hd knew my principles, procured me a clever, 
modeſt young man, who had juſt finiſhed 
his ſtudies at Gottingen, who undertook the 
private inſtruction of my clildren, and who 
{con acquired my eſteem and confidence, 
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CHAP. XM. 


HUMBLING OF FEMALE VANITY.” TWO CHIL» 
'DREN QUIT THE PATERNAL HOUSE. DEATH 
OF A FRIEND. | 


Vrar after year paſſed away, and in ſpite 


of all iny admonitions, and my own determi- 
nation, I could not prevent our departing by 
degrees from the virtuous ſimplicity of our pa- 
triarchal manners of life, and our beginning to 
live rather expenſively. My colleagues, the 
neighbouring civil officers, ſometimes invited 
us to an entertainment, they would not always 
be refuſed : and that brought with it the ne- 
ceſſity of inviting theſe people in return. 
Though we did not give ſuch extravagant en- 


tertainments as they did, ſtill it was neceffary 


mat the table ſhould be ſo provided that theſe 
men, accuſtomed to luxury, and to Wd only 


for their ſtomachs, might not repenttheir having 
taken the trouble of coming. The man who 
Uves 
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lives as a citizen of the world, can raiſe: himſelf 
above many things; he can do without the ſo- 
ciety of thoſe who do not like his mode of liv- 
ing ;—but be who ftands in civil : relations, 
muſt, in many reſpects, regulate himſelf ac- 
cording to the manners of the claſs to which 
he belongs. In the ſummer, the gentlemen of 
the Board of Finance, as well as the Director 
hi mſelf, are accuſtomed to conſider the houſes 
of the farmers- general of land under the go- 
vernment, as their country houſes: and ſome- 
times honor one, and ſometimes another with 
their viſits, and then amuſe themſelves for 
weeks together with hunting, fiſhing, aud good 


living. Wallerthall was too pleaſautly ſituated 
for them not to indulge me with this honour. 
It is a matter of importance: to keep well with 


men, who, if they do you no good, will till 
be flattered to prevent their doing you harm, 
and making your life uncomfortable ; I there- 
fore did not dare, in any way, to decline ſuch 
vifits. 


Whoever is ſo ſituated, as to be obliged often 


to give great entertainments, cannot avuid mgy 


king ſuch arrangements in his houſe and in his 


eſtabliſnment of ſervants, that every thing may 


appear confiſtent. This was alſo the caſe with = 
TY me; 
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me; and before I had time to reflect more-nit- 


nutely about it, I had, in the courſe of a few 
years, got into a mode of living exactly the re- 
verſe of what I had purpeſed doing. Such is 
the fate of our principles. The increaſed lux- 


ury in my houſe was not only extremely diſ- 


agreeable to me on account of the expence, but 
alſo, becauſe, added ts the leſs of time it occa- 
ſioned, it, at the ſame time, accuſtomed my 
children to the ſight of apparent wealth, to diſ- 
ſipation, and to the conveniences and luxuries 
of life: things, with which I ſhould have been 
glad to have ſeen them totally unacquainted, 


as they had now nothing to axpect, but a life 


.of trouble, exertion, and privation. 


As for the inhabitants of Wallerthall itſelf, 


1 ſucceeded pretty well in the beginning in keep- 
ing them at a diſtance ; but my wife wiſhed 
ſometimes for female ſociety; I could net lame 
her for that; and as I gave upan evening, at 
leaſt, every week to the club, it would have been 


bard to have denied her the privilege of procu- 


ring herſelf alſo the means of chatting an hour 
ay. But among the females of the place, 
2s the family of the Baron Kaller would have 
nothing to ſay tq us, there was only M. von 
Buttenberg to whom ſhe could turn her eyes. 
This 


Ge I 
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This doubled-tongued womanalſo, whenſhe was 
troubled with ennui, and had no company that 
ſuited her, knew how to ſhew {o much atten- 
tion to my wife, that ſhe ſoon imagined that ſhe 

was in particular favour with her. In vain did 

[ I declaim againſt too great an intimacy with 

| people of higher rank—ia vain did I tell her, 

i ho ſeldom people, of what is called the great 
world, are formed for friendſhip; — it was preach- 
ing to deaf ears. Sometimes, indeed, ſcenes 

took place that might have opened the eyes of 

ö the good woman: among other inſtances, M 

von Buttenberg received an unexpected viſit 

from two noble ladies in the neighbourhood, 
one day, when my worthy old mother, and my 

| wife, had been invited to take a diſh of coffee: 

they then began to talk French without inter- 

ruption, which the women .of my family did 

| not in the leaſt underſtand ; and fuffered them 
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7 to fit in filence for three whole hours, without 

| taking the ſlighteſt notice of their preſer,ce. 

Another time, M. von Buttenberg ? nvited 

my wife to ſpend the afternoon with ' her, but 

. half an hour afterwards informed ber, that a 
; put it out of her power to rec ,;.... yer viſit ; and 
yet this circumſtance, that ' ſo unavoidably put 
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it out of her power to ſee my wife, was nothing 
more, than that, in the mean time, the lady of 
the Privy Counſellor, von Berg, was come, 
with whom ſhe thought ſhe could paſs her 
time better than with the plebian wife of the 
Amtſrath. 

Such humiliations created a momentary ſen- 
ſation; but it only coſt the noble lady a friendly 


nod of the head at church, or ſome ſuch thing, 


and then the impreſſion was entirely effaced. 
A more decifive ſcene was neceſſary to cure my 


wife of the inclination to intimacies with the 


-great ;—and this ſeon happened. 
The Counteſs von Neſſelbach, whoſehuſband 


was Ambaſſador at the Court of our Prince, 
came once in the ſummer, to ſpend ſome 


time with Madame von Buttenberg at Waller- 


thall, Theſe two ladies had been friends in 
their youth, aud were very ſimilar to each other 
in diſpofition. Two days after the arrival ef 
the Counteſs, their two waiting women took rt 
into their heads, to invite theinfelves to ſpend 
the afternoon with my wife. It may eafily be 


imagined, that, extremely diſpleaſed at ſuch a 


freedom, the immediately declined ſeeing them: 


and then, to ſhow that ſhe was accuſtomed to 
aſſociate on a en of 1 with the miſ- 


treſſes 
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treſſes of ſuch Abigails, my wife purpoſed 
making Madame von Buttenberg a friendly 
morning viſit without ceremony, the next day. 
She went—entered without being announced— 
pafſed a couple of anti-chambers—and came at 


laſt to the half open door of the dreſſing room, 


in which the two ladies were talking, and laugh- 
ing very loud at the ſame time. She was juſt 
on the point of going in, when ſhe heard her 


name mentioned. It was quite in character 


with female curioſity, that ſhe ſhould ſtand and 
liſten a little. Well, to-morrow, my dear 
Counteſs,” ſaid Madame von Buttenberg, we 
will have the fun of inviting the Amtſrath's 
wife here: but you muſt not laugh; a true ori- 
ginal, I aſſure you, and full of pretenſions. 


Nothing is more ridiculous than ſuch a Plebeian, 
who will a& the lady.” The noble lady was 


going on in the ſame rain, but my wife did 
not feel any inclination to liſten any longer to 
the fine things that were ſaid of her. She flew 


back, and entered the houſe in a rage, where 


ſhe complained to me of her misfortune, with 
a flood of tears. 


Although ſhe might have ſpared herſelf this 
humiliation, had ſhe followed my advice ſooner, 
yet I could not now make her ſuch a reproach ; 
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on the contrary, I ſympathized with her in her 
grief. It was, indeed, baſe in Madame von 
Buttenberg, to ſpeak ſo contemptuouſly of a 
woman, who, if ſhe had not exactly the man- 
ners of the Court, and who, perhaps, even by 
her long refidence in the country, had loſt alittle 
of the refined tone, and the poliſh which, in 
fact, ſhe formerly poſſeſſed, yet who certainly 
was no object of ridicule;—who had by no 
means ſought the intimacy of the noble lady, 
but was enticed by her flattery ; and who, at the 
ſame time, ſhewed her noble friend, as ſhe ſup- 
poſed her, a thouſand civilities and attentions, 
ſometimes by offering her 4 little preſent on her 
birth day; ſometimes by undertaking unpleaſant 
Jobs of work for her. 
I felt all the unworthineſs of this falſe beha- 
viour, and was, at firſt, inclined to ſpeak my 
mind on the ſubject to Mr. von Buttenberg; 4/ 
but, on maturer conſideration, I perceived that f 
it was unjuſt to make the poor man accounta - 
ble for the mifbehaviour of his fooliſh wife. 
He had enough to ſuffer from her himſelf, as ! 
well knew; and he never offended any one, [ 
never ſpoke ill of any one, and had fo much 


politeneſs and civility in readineſs for every 
one, without diſtinction, that I am convinced 
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that he died of no other ſickneſs (his death hap- 


pened ſoon after I left Wallerthall) than of an 


ill- received compliment. 


It was therefore determined, that, vithout 
any further explanation, my wife ſhould never 


put her foot again in the houſe of Mr. von But- 


tenberg, but that I ſhould appear ignorant of . 
the whole affair. 

I thought, now my wife was diſguſted with 
great people, would be the beſt opportunity to 
impart to her my plan concerning our ſon 


Gottfried. - ** Thou ſeeſt, my love, ſaid I, 


«© how little good luck attends us, when we 


want to affociate with thoſe of a higher rank. 


Doft thou ſtill remember the frit happy years 
that we paſſed in. Mehlbach, as good firple 
country people We have never ſeen ſuch 
happy, careleſs daya fince. And alſo, this is 
the only kind of life that is fit for our children: 


every thing reminds. us of it: but above all 


things, the daily decreaſe of our property. Let 
us then return to our former ſimplicity and 
economy; and as it will now ſoon be time to 
prepare our eldett ſon. for his deſtination, let us 
therefore conſiderdeliberately, and without pre- 
judice, what we are to do with him, I would 

e with 
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- wiſh firſt to hear what thou haſt to * and 


then I will give thee my opinion. 

My wife now brought forward various plans; 
I ſhewed her in each the inſurmountable dif- 
ficulties, which a young man, without fortune 
or connexions, mult encounter: and I ſucceeded 


at laſt, in convincing her that the ſureſt plan 


was for our ſon to learn a trade. 


It coſt me many a hard battle before I could 


obtain my point ; and I was obliged to call to 
my aſſiſtance all the ſteadineſs of the head of 


the family, to enable me to ſucceed. A kind 
of an accommodation at laſt ſettled the affair 


between us. She acquieſced ;—but, under the 
following conditions:—that, in. the firſt place, 


| Gottfried ſhould not ſerve his apprenticeſhip in 
a town too near, and that, above all things, our 


acquaintance ſhould not be informed of this 
plan; and, that on the other hand, I ſhould 
give up to her entirely the education of our 
daughter, and not in the leaſt interfere in it. I 
found the greateſt reluctance in acceding to this 
laſt point of the accommodation; but what 
could I do? —ſhe was alſo the mother, and cer- 
tainly moſt heartily meant to act for the good 
of her children. . 


Hardl y 
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Hardly was this affair ſettled, when my wife 
ſet herſelf to work in good earneft, with great 
affiduity and zeal, but truly in her own way, 
about the education of the little Julia. I have 
already mentioned that M. von Buttenberg 
had alſo an only daughter; every one ſpoke of 
her as d moſt amiable child; and now all 
my wife's ambition, or rather her maternal va- 
nity, was bent to bring up our little girl in ſuch 
a manner, that people ſhould no longer talk of 


the young lady, but hold up the Amtſrath Gut- 


man's daughter as a pattern. This undertaking 
was not, however, ſo eaſily put in execution, 
for young M. von Buttenberg appeared, in 
fact, in a very amiable light. She was in- 
debted for her earlieſt education to a relation, 
who was Canoneſa in a female religious in- 
ftitution. This ſenfible woman loved the child, 
and peroeived very well that ſhe could not learn 

124 much 


2 In theſe.fort of religious inflitutions, — 


undertake the education of girls of family ; the Canoneſſes 


themſelves are all noble, dreſs like.other people of theis 
rank, and go into the world; and, indeed, ſuch inſtitu - 
tions are more to be conſidered as a proviſion for women of 
family, but without fortune, than any thing elſe, as they 
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much good from her mother. For this reafon, 
ſhe begged permiſſion to take her back with her 
to the religious eſtabliſhment to which ſhe be- 
longed, which was readily granted her. There 
the little thing remained till her tenth year; 


and when at that time her parents ſent for her 


home, her benefactreſs took care telliſſÞovide a 
clever governeſs for her, to continue in her 
father's houſe the good work of education that 
had been begun. 


In fpite of the diſtance at which the two 


mathen lived, ever ſince the ſcene I have de- 
{cribed, Kill the children did not break off their 
acquaintance ; and & I now plainly perceived, 
that my plan of bringing up Julia in natere 
and ſimplicity, as a country girl, would be en- 


rely fruſtrated, I was not diſpleaſed that. he 
ſhould find in M. von Buttenberg, a compa= 


nion, from whom, at the ſame time that ſhe 
learnt refined manners, ſhe would not learn 
refined vices. 


I muſt do my wife the juſtice to ſay, that 6ur 


UavShter ntade ſuch remarkable progreſs under 


ker hands, that all the ſtrangers who viſited us 


even myſelf, I was often ſurpriſed at her vit, 


and the acuteneſs of ker judgment. At the ſame 


2, 8 4a.a a as au 23 on "I 


took pleafure in talking to this child ; and that 
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time, I often ſighed in Glence when I ſaw the 
great piles of new books, the contents of which 
were now ſwallowed with avidity by both mo- 
ther and daughter; among which there were, 
in fact, many which only ſerved to excite the 
imagination unneceſſarily to give the mind a 
turn to ſentimentality—and to awaken in the 
young girl, imperceptibly, a ſpirit for adven- 
tures. As my wife had hardly any ſociety, it 
would have been cruel to have denied her the 
pleaſure of procuring herſelf ſometimes an 
hour's amuſement by reading. My friend 
Freyman had offered to ſend us any book that 
we wanted to read. At firſt, I interfered a little 
in the choice; but they complained of the ſe- 
verity of my principles—were out of humour 
—hid books from me—my daughter's heart 
was eſtranged from me—ſhe began to fear and 
avoid me, her trueſt friend; and fo, at laſt, I 
grew tired of preaching, and let mother and 
daughter go on their own way, firmly reſolved, 
that when once my daughter, by reading theſe 
curſed romances, ſhould have wantonly created 
ſufferings for her own heart, ſire ſhould bear 
the conſequences of her folly, and that I would: 
not ſuffer it to occaſion me one grey hair. 
Where the father and mother do not act ac- 
15 cording 
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invariable ſyſtem—where there is a difference 
of principles—or where there are no principles 
at all on one fide—and not even ſufficient intel- 
 ligence to conform to the ſyſtem of the wiſer 

| half—and at leaſt not to put any obſtacles in 


from her novel reading, one was, a great no- 


it, a ſlave to any one. Another time, ſhe wiſh- 
act juſt as ſhe pleaſed... 


can never be free that it is the deſtination of 
body, to be always under protection and guid- 
ance—that women are repaid for this apparent 


1s * to them, by being exempted from the 
heavieſt 


cording to an uniform, well confidered, and 


his way; in that caſe, the education of the 
children cannot ſuceeed well. Among the ro- 
mantic ideas which my daughter had acquired, 


tion of freedom and independence. She often 
ſaid to her motber, that ſhe would rather never 
marry in all her life, and earn her bread with 
the labour of her hands, than be, as ſhe called 


ed ſhe might have a ſimple huſband, only five. 
degrees better than a fool, and that * let her 


It was the duty of her mother to have refuted - 
ſuch errors to have ſhewn her that a woman 


the ſex, which is the weakeſt both in ſoul and 


conſtraint, by many other advantages and pri- 
vileges, by the greater attention and reſpect that 


uu. Ai Wi. n$t 


— 


THE AMTSRATH- GUTMAN. 183 
heavieſt labourz, from the care of providing. 
for their families, and from reſponſibility, and 

by the protection they receive from the law 

that nature has given them the means, by art- 
leſs charms and ſoft perſuaſion, to ſoften the 

harſheſt tyranny—that virtuous young women, 
full of miſtruſt of their own weakneſs, for their 
own ſecurity, ought never to wiſh to weaken 
the bonds that make them dependent on the will 
and opinions of others; but much rather to 
maintain them in their full force :—that nothing 
is more contemptible than an huſband who is 
under the dominion of his wife, or who does 
not trouble his head about her conduct, that the 
contempt he incurs always recoils on the wife 


berſelf; — that a fingle woman, who, to avoid. 
ſubjection, declines marriage, and chooſes to 


live on the labour of her hand, is the object of 
ſuſpicion in her youth, and of pity in her old 
age ;—that the happineſs of living in domeſtic 
comfort, with a huſband to whom ſhe is attach 
ed, not by blind fantaſtic love, but by true and 
deſerved eſteem and friendſhip, of fulfilling her 
firſt, ſweeteſt, and moſt ſacred deſtination as 
a wife and mother, outweighs alt the inconve- 
niences to which ſhe can be expoſed by mar- 
nage. All this her mother ought to have told 


—_— her; 
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her; in my mouth it ſounded like juſtifying 


and ſupporting my — ſeverity. Her 
mother, 


* 


® The Amtſrath would have all this aid, to convince 
his daughter that ſheought to marry, to have a huſband to 
protect and guide her; but how was he ſure that ſhe would 
be able to get one that he would approve of ? if not, and 
ſuppofing ſhe was to ſurvive her father, which in the courſe 
of nature ſhe would, what a wretched, helpleſs, defence- 
Rſs creature muſt ſhe reaſonably ſuppoſe herſelf actording 
to the principles that had been taught her! And ſhe would 


naturally marry the firſt perſon that offered, let him be ever 
© contemptible and unfit to guide even himſelf, (for ſuch 
beings there are, even in the ſtronger and wiſer ſex) as ſhe 
| Has been led to imagine that her bountiful Creator has ſent 
her into the world, without reaſon to guide her ſteps, or any 
bother means of defence, than charms and ſoft pirſuaſion ; 
| Very dangerous weapons, however, in the hands of ſuch 4 


being as woman is repreſented to be, as ſhe can employ 


one. Theſe are arms, however, that the principal part of 
the tex do not poſſeſs to any great degree, But, perhaps 


| beauty alone mecits protection. There are, however, many 
women who have no protector or guide, and yet condu& 


themſelves with as much propriety, at leaſt, as their mar- 
ried: fiſters, or even the lords of the creacion themſ:lves ; 
and, in general, we do not find that women conduct them- 
ſelves with leſs propriety after the death of their huſbands, 
than betore ; or if they do, it is only in the zeal to procure 
themſelves anotber protector. Certainly, if women were 
brought 


them with equal ſucceſs for a bad purpoſe, as for a good 
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mother, however, did not ſay all this to her. 
There was often in the neighbourhood, balls, 
parties on the ice with ſledges, and other fimilar 

' diflipated amuſements; and as Julia began to 
be conſidered as a pretty and agreeable girl, 
they always endeavoured to have her make one 
at theſe tumultuous entertainments. I did not 
think it right, to let her often partake of theſe 
amuſements ; 


8 


brought up with the idea that it is their duty to improve 
their tacultics, and be able to act for themſelves, they would 
make better wives and mothers—they would be leſs likely 
to form improper connexions, and would be the more happy 
and reſpectable as ſingle women. And if the rage of ruling 
| is ſo ſtrong in the wiſer ſex, as it is called, that they cannot 
bear to loſe their ſovereignty, let them be aſſured, that if 
they really are ſo wiſe, their empire will be the more firmly 
eſtabliſhed by encouraging women to cultivate their under- 
ſtandings, as their wives and daughters, acknowledging and 
feeling the force of reaſon, would the more eaſily be led by 
it, there being nothing ſo difficult to govern as an ignorant 
woman, The huſband then would not be obliged to exert 
his authority to make his wife conform to his reaſonable 
| wiſhes, nor would ſhe have recourſe to low cuuning, or even 
to ſoft perſuaſion, in order to rule him, and to make him 
conſent to what his reaſon diſapproved of; they would have 
only one principle of action, therefore would be more likely 
to agree. No women ſtruggle ſo much to govern their huſ- 
0 | bands as thoſe who have been taught that they are not fit to 
F govern themſelves, Note of Tran. 
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amuſements ; if it had been only to teach her 


the art of living contentedly without them, but 
principally becauſe ſuch bachanalian meetings 
diſorder: the imagination of young people: are 
equally dangerous to the health of both ſoul 


and body; and blunt the pure taſte for fimple, 


quiet and domeſtic pleaſures. My wife, inſtead 
of ſupporting. me in this, rather favoured the 


little artful ways that were employed, by hav- 
irg it propoſed to me by ſtrangers, or by other 
methods, to put me in fuch a fituation, that F 
could not well refuſe ſuch propoſals, without 
being conſidered as a kill - joy, and a moſt ex- 
traordinary and whimſical being. It was adopted 
as a ſyſtem, to make ſuch applications to me 


when I was in a good humour ; and by that 


means, the child was confirmed in the idea that 
J acted from caprice. This tired me at laſt ; 

I let every thing go its own way, butl felt that 
my child, formerly ſo beloved, became a ſtran- 


ger to my heart. 


| I derived more unalloyed pleaſure from my 
good boys, particularly from the eldeſt, who 
now approached the age when the underſtand- 
ing developes itſelf. He was a lad of ſound 
ſenſe and clear perception; at the ſame time, 
healthy, generous, modeſt, induſtrious, and 


poſſeſſing 
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poſſeſſing great ſimplicity of character; and I 
found no difficulty in inducing him to embrace 
the ſtate of life L had made choice of for him. 
He was juft fifteen, when the conſcientious 
young man, who was private tutor to my ſons, . 
got an appointment; I therefore, thought this 
was the beſt time to place Gottfried apprentice 
to a clever and underſtanding Cabinet- maker, 
at Nordhauſen, with whom I bad already 
agreed : and I determined to take upon myſelf 
to complete the remaining part of the educa- 
tion of my ſon Daniel, whom I deſtined for 


_ agriculture. 


At this time, the worthy :nftru&refs, of. 
whom [I have ſpoken, left the houſe of Mr. 
von Buttenberg, and his lady determined, with 
the. advice of good friends, to place her daugh- 
ter at a boarding fchool in the capital. My 


wife, who would not be behind hand with the 


noble lady, in care towards her child, repre- 
ſented to me, with the greateſt eloquence poſ- 
fible, the advantages that would acrue to our 
Julia if ſhe were ſent to the ſame boarding 
ſchool, There, and there only, ſhe thought 
the girl would be able to perfect herſelf in thoſe 


poliſhed manners, which would wonderfully 


aſſiſt her other acquirements; in catching the 
exe 
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eye of ſome rich and reſpectable man, and 


open the road for her to a brilliant eſtabliſh. 


ment.“ There ſhe might get a facility in fo- 


_ reign! languages, in the fine arts, and in elegant 
female works. What could Ido? I gave my 


conſent. However, I firſt enquired very par- 


ticularly concerning the character of the go- 


verneſs of this ſchool. She was not indeed 2 
Rhodolphia : for where can be found an inſtruct- 
reſs worthy to be compared to this excellent 
woman, who appears ſo completely formed for 


this dificult employment—gives herſelf ſo en- 


tirely up to it—lives only for her pupils—is to 
them fo completely the mother, the inſtructreſs, 
and the friend —as our reſpectable Rhodolphia, at 


Hamburg? Nevertheleſs, this woman, to whom 


We 


® Is not this perfectly eonſiſtent with the Amtſrath's 
own ideas? As a huſband is ſo neceſſary to guide and 
protect a poor helpleſs woman, ſhe would have her daughter 
make uſe of every art to catch one; the woman vvho would 
uſe art to catch, would naturally, not let her talents lie 
dormant 3; uſe the ſame art to rule her huſband after ſhe had 


caught him, and probably with the ſame ſucceſs. So that, 
n fact, according to this ſyſtem, the wweakeft will rule the 


4wiſeſt ; and man, wiſhing to be the maſter, is in reality the 


flave ; the ſlave of the being he has degraded! But thus, 
in moſt inftances, do tyranny and injuſtice undermine their 


own reign, Note of m_ 
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we were going to confide our daughter, and who 
was the widow of a clergyman, was, however, 
ſtrongly recommended to me by ſenſible peo- 
ple; and had given proofs of her cleverneſs as 
an inſtructreſs, particularly with ſuch children 
as had been put into her hands early enough, 
and while yet uncorrupted. 

I would willingly have taken the opinion of 
my friend Freyman, on M. Bartel's ſchool; 
but, alas! juſt as I had ſent away my letter to 
kim on this ſubject, I received the melancholy 
4dconnt that this worthy man had died ſuddenly 
of # ſtroke of the apoplexy. I conſecrated to 
friendfhip very ſincere and bitter tears, and then 


prepared for my journey, to accompany my 


daughter to the capital ; and afterwards to go 
on with my fon Gottfried to Nordhauwſen, 


=, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


 UNEXPECTFD MEETING WITH AN OLD FRIEND,. 
WHO RELATES HIS ADVENTURES, 


M . BARTELS made a difference between 
Pupils, whofe education had been confided to- 
her from their childhood, and grown-up board- 


ers who were already educated, and who were 
only entruſted to her in order to poliſh- their 


manners in the capital; and to aequire-ſuch in- 
ſtructions as cannot be procured in the country, 


or in ſmall towns. With reſpect to this laſt 
elaſs, in which alſo my daughter and M. 


von Buttenberg were to be included, ſhe en- 


gaged for nothing more than to watch, as much 
as poſſible, over the moral conduct, and to give 
them as. much good advice for their future im- 


provement as they were inclined to receive with 


pleaſure. This was rational; —on the whole, 


what I ſaw in her houſe pleaſed me very well; 
but, indeed, ſuch a place of education can be 
e = but 
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but imperfectly judged of, by what a ſtranger 
can perceive during ſo ſhort a viſit. I know 
ſchools in which they underſtand ——_ moſt 

excellently. | 

After I had delivered Juliztoher inflation 

and given the young girl a few forc le exhor- 
tations, which were probably forgotten in four- 
and-twenty bours afterwards: and had then, 


with a heavy heart, paid a viſit to my friend 


Freyman's widow, I went on with my honeſt 


Gottfried to the place of bisdeitination. There 


I found in the Cabinet-maker, Mr. Martin, an 
excellent man, with a ſound underſtanding, an 
honeſt heart, and an air of independence and re- 
ſpectability in his manners. In his houſe, 
cleanlineſs, order, and comfort, without luxury, 
prevailed. All this exceeded by far my expec- 
tations, and I left Nordhauſen without the 
ſmalleſt anxiety for the deſtiny of my ſon. 

As 1 made choice of the neareſt way home, 
I came through Gottingen. It was near the 
cloſe of the evening that I alighted at the 
Crown Inn, and the firſt perſon who met me 
at the door of the Inn, was the faithful old ſer- 


vant that the friend of my youth, Fuerſtenruff 
had taken with him to the Univerfity ; and. 


whom I recollected immediately, though I bad. 
| not 
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not ſeen him for one-and-twenty years before. 
I enquired after his preſent fituation, and learnt 


with pleaſure that he was ftill in the ſervice of 


his maſter, whom alſo I might have the joy of 
ſeeing to day, as he had been in this inn ever 
fince yeſterday, having ftopped here on his re- 
turn from a viſit he had made his mother, who 


was firſt lady of the bed-chamber, at the court 


of . | 


I ſhould in vain 1 to deferide the 


Joyſul ſenſations that took poſſeſſion of my ſoul 
on bearing this intelligence. It is certainly 
true, that virtuous friendſhips, formed in youth, 
are more deeply rooted, and more laſting, than 
connexions of that kind formed in later years. 
We no longer devote our whole ſoul, in an age, 
when reafon, experience and corrupting pleaſure, 
have rendered us more prudent, more faſtidious, 
more ſelfiſh. With the idea of my friend 
Charles aroſe, at the ſame time, all the ſweet 
recolleQions of the happy days of my careleſs 
youth. I had alſo no doubt but that he would 
participate with me in theſe pleaſing feelings; 
and the preſentiment of my heart did not de- 
ceive me. My friend received me with the 
warmeſt affection; long did we hang ſpeech- 
| leſs on each other's neck, and wept tears of joy, 
tall 
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till at lait we became more compoſed ; and 
now innumerab'e queſtions, on our mutual for- 
tunes, began a converſation that we continued 
| | till late at night. Soon we returned to the 
confidential language of friendſhip, and it ap- 
| peared to us as if we were ſitting again together 
| at Mehlbach, under the ſhadow of the tall lime 


trees, behind the farm, where we were ſo fond 
of paſling our time in the cool ſummer's even- 


j ing, when we had eſcaped from the buſtle that 
| uſed to prevail in the houſe of the — 
W in the days of his ſplendour. 

| Notwithſtanding the affection with which 


my friend welcomed me, I found him on the 
whole, more cloſe, more reſerved, and leſs 
lively than he ought to be, from his age, when 
I reflected on the natural fire of his diſpoſition. 
I judged from thence, that many mental ſuf- 
ferings muſt have depreſſed him; and that made 
me ſo much the mare deſirous of hearing his 
' hiſtory. But as the events of my life were 
| quicker collected together than his, I began firſt 
5 to acquaint him how the world had gone with 
| me, during the long ſpace of time in which 
we had heard nething of each other. However, 
from delicacy to hun, I touched but lightly 
on the loſs of the greateſt part of my property 

| which 
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which I had ſuffered by means of the aſſign- 
ment of his father's eſtate to his creditors. It 
then came to his turn to relate, and he began as 
follows :— 

It would now be too late to enquire how 
it happened that fince the time of our being at 
the univerſity, all external connexion between 
us ſhould ſo entirely have ceaſed. The war 


firſt interrupted our correſpondence; and it ſo 


happens, that when once a breach of that kind 


is made, it is difficult to renew the correſpon- 


dence again. There is ſo much to go back to,%a 
perſondoes not know where to begin. Events alſo 
crowded fo thick on me, and I fell into ſuch a 
vortex of bufineſs, inquietudes and diſſipation, 
that I feared leſt I would write to thee in a ſtile 
that thou ſhouldſt not perhaps have underſtood ; 
and I had not leiſure, and peace of mind 
enough, to give thee ſuch a clue to the hiſtoty 
of my heart as thou couldſt have followed. I 
was alſo always in hopes of the moment that is 
now come, when a good genius would bring us 
_ unexpectedly together again. 
My refidence at Leipzig, and afterwards at 
Leyden, was not rich in events worth relating. 
I will-only mention by the way, that I gained 


ſome painful experience even in this period of 
my 
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my life. My heart, ſtill artleſs, and open to 
the feelings of love and friendſhip, was frequent- 
ly the dupe of bad and ſelfiſn men, without my 


acquiring, by that means, more prudence or 


coolneſs on the whole. T thought I had only 


erred from want of experience in my choice, 


and my faithful friend and tutor, Mr. Schmidt, 
(who before l left Leydon, obtained a profeſſor- 
ſhip there, where he ſtill lives contented with 
his fituation) continued true to his plan of not 
interfering inthe affairsof my heart, only when 
he remarked that my vivacity led me to ſteps 


that might have dangerous conſequences for my 
future life. In other reſpects, he let me purſue 


the road of experience undiſturbed, firmly con- 
vinced that thus alone true practical wiſdom is 


to be acquired. 


Immediately after the concluſion of the peace 


my late father thought it right to bring me to 
the Court of the Prince * , where I was 


at the ſame time placed in an office in the civil 


department. I came now into a world quite 
new to me ; into which, however, I did not 
enter without ſome ſplendour. For as I per- 
formed my buſineſs at firſt without ſalaty, my 


father gave me, in ſpite of his very embarrafſed 


circumſtances, a coſiderable annual allowance; 
and 
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and I was treated with diſtinction in the town, 
being conſidered as a rich young man, with 
great Connexions. 
I However, the — the tinſel ſplen- 
dour, and uniformity of a Court life, would 
have been inſupportable to my independent 
diſpoſition, had not my heart been attached by 
the ſoft bands of love to a lady that I had an 
opportunity of ſeeing every day at the Court; 
and who, to my imagination, converted the 
tireſome old caſtle of the Prince into a fairy 
palace. This lady was M. Louifa von Korf, 
ſecond lady in waiting to the Princeſs. The 
firſt lady in waiting, the Counteſs Merani, was 
more ſhowy ; and, according to the general 
opinion, more beautiful, more witty, more 
poliſhed, more entertaining than M. von 
Korf; and alfo made a quicker impreſſion on 
moſt men. She had been brought up for the 
great world from ber earlieſt youth—had the 
higheſt Court ton: and poſſeſſed all the arts of 
the moſt ſtudied coquettry. On the other hand» 
Louiſa was entirely the child of nature, ſo art- 
lefs, ſo unſtudied, ſo void of ſelf conceit, with 
ſo much native* grace and worth.; and, at the 
ſame time, a ſoul ſo ſenſible to eyery thing 
noble, great, and ** her mind ſo clear, 
7 her 


c 
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her af poſition ſo peaceful, ſerene, and cheerful! 


Ah! ſhe was an excellent creature! I foon 
perceived that ſhe was as little formed for a 


court life as myſelf; in vain had ſhe looked 
round for a congenial ſympathetic ſoul, ever 
fince her family had placed her here, as an 
orphan without fortune; in this fituation ſhe 
ſtood alone;—every one called her a good crea- 
ture: - but every one did not know how to 
value her exalted worth. We found each 
other; and the ſtriking reſemblance in our 
manner of thinking and inclinations, even in 
the leaſt and moſt inſignificant things, although 


my impetuoſity often appeared to contraſt with 


her gentleneſs, ſoon formed the pureſt attach- 
ment between us; we loved each other—we 


were devoted to each other, without having 


made the avowal of it with our lips. What 


happy days for me!—how favourable to my 
morality—to my whole exiſtence! Why was I 
fated to deſtroy myſelf? This firſt, this laſt 
happy dream of my life! but fortune would 
haveitſo; and my diſpoſition, at that time ſo 
ungovernable, annihilated the proſpect of do- 
meſtic happineſs which would have awaited 
me, if this angel had become the companion 


x * Although 
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N Although my father concealed from me 
the real ſtate of his ſhattered fortune, yet I 


perceived very well that all things did not go 


on perfectly right in that reſpect; and I was 
confirmed in this opinion by the admonition he 
repeated in almoſt every letter, to look out for 
a rich wife: to which I felt myſelf ſo much the 


leſs inclined as my heart was no longer free. 


I had the proſpect before me of a reſpectable 
and higher appointment, with a great ſalary, 
in the ſame department, where I at that time 
performed my functions to the ſatisfaction of 
my ſuperiors; and when once I had got that, 
I was ſure that my gentle friend would prefer 
a moderate income with me, to a Court life and 
all further expectations. 

1 communicated this plan with frankneſs 
to Louiſa ; and did not conceal from her that 
I had but little dependence on any private for- 


tune. As, however, it would have been unjuſt 


to have tied her by any engagement to u. y 


fortunes, which were ſtill quite uncertain; I 


| therefore declared to her, that I alone was 
bound by my word, but that ſhe ſhould retain 


her full freedom. But this generous-minded 


woman, promiſed, nevertheleſs, never to give 
her 
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| her hand to another, if ſhe could not be 
mine. 
So noble a ſacribice ought to have made 
it a duty wn my fide to treat her with the 
| greateſt tenderneſs ; but my impetuous reſtleſs 
diſpoſfition—my expecting to be alone every 
| thing to her, and my not being able to bear 
| any competition either in friendſhip or in love, 
* not even the appearance of it, converted me 
Into her tyrant. I tormented her inceſſantly, 
| with my jealous caprices ; I required that ſhe 
ſhould neither look or ſpeak, in a friendly man- 
ner, to any one but me. It is true, that I ex- 
pected nothing more from her than what I 
fulfilled myſelf; but to expect ſuch facrifices 
from a woman, in the web of whoſe ſoul there 
is always interwoven a flight thread of co- 
| quetiy, was requiring too much. Beſides, I 
4 8 K 2 carned 


perhaps this may pretty generally be true, according 

to the preſent fyſtem of education, by which they are 

taught, that they are only born to pleaſe, and be admired. 
Coquetry is only the vice of a trifling mind ; no wonder, 

| therefore, that women, edueated as they are, ſhould be 
addicted to it. It is to be feared, however, that it is not 
excluſively confined to the female ſex ; but that the ſame de. 
| fetive ſyſtem, and the contemptible manners, derived 
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carried my jealouſly to ſuch a height, that it 
was ridiculous. - 5 

The amiable girl, however, conſtantly 
bore all this ill treatment with patient equani- 
mity of temper; and when, ſometimes, her 
feelings were, at laſt, rouſed, .and it came to 
a quarrel, ſhe was always the firſt to hold out 
her hand, in token of reconciliation. 

As yet, my jeal uily had been doubly 
fooliſh, as the whole Court conſiſted only of 
men, who could not excite any intereſt in the 
heart of a girl, of Loniſa's delicacy of ſentiment. 
At laſt, however, the young Count Geldern 


came back from his travels to the Court of the 


Prince, to whom he was gentleman of the bed- 
chamber. This truly amiable and reſpectable 
young man, ſoon treated Mademoiſelle von Korf 

with 


principally from a late corrupt court on the other ſide of 
the channel, have deſtroyed all dignity of character in both 
ſexes. Mercier has obſerved, that the French peruquiers, 
diſperſed over different countries, have been more fatal 


to them than French arms; and certainly, as far as they 


tended to introduce the ſpirit of gallantry, which had dif- 
fuſed itſcif from the nobility, even into the loweſt claſſes 
in France, they have given an almoſt mortal ſtab to ſimpli- 
city of manners, the ſureſt ſupport of virtue and domeſtic 
happineſs. Note Tran ſ. 
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with particular, but modeſt attention. Who 
could reaſonably expect that ſhe ſhould repulſe 
his attentions with rudeneſs ? It was not cer - 
| tain, that the Count united ſerious intentions 
: with this very innocent gallantry ; but even if 
| that was the caſe, who could forbid him? I had 
| no open pretentions to Mademoiſelle von Korf, 
| and a nobleman of his merit, and what in the 
| world is no trifle, of his riches, might certainly 
i make pretentions to an indigent maid of honour. 
| But even this merit, which I could not be blind 
to,was what gave methe greateſt diſquiet. It ap- 
peared to juſtify my fear, leſt he might be able 
to rob me of Louiſa's heart. I was guilty of a 
thouſand laughable and offenſive follies, to 
which I was led by jealonfly ; and which, if 
my beloved friend had heſitated between the 
Count and me, at leaſt, could not have ſerved 
at all to place me in an advantageous light, 
7 and to ſecure me the triumph over my rival. 
Even the moſt patient gentleneſs will, at 
= laſt, loſe its equanimity, by repeated ill treat- 
ment: a ſcene, on which I cannot reflect 
without humiliation, and in which I forgot 
myſelf publicly at Court towards Louiſa, in 
the moſt brutal manner, at laſt forced her alfo 
| K 3 to 
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to feel reſentment, and we came to a formal 
rupture. 

** Areconciliation would {till have been eaſily 
effected, if any good heart had intereſted itſelf 
for us; but wickedneſs and malevolence had 
only waited with watchful eyes for this moment, 
to divide for ever two hearts formed for each 
other. A falfe friend among the courtiers, the 
only one in whom I had any confideyce, and 
to whom I now had recourſe, in the necefſity 
F felt of unboſoming my heart, threw oil in 
the fire, and endeavoured by calumny, to con- 


tainty, whilſt a revengeful woman * 
the work. 

%% 'Fhe Counteſs Merani, although the Was 
particularly courted by moſt men, felt, never- 
theleſfs, the full weight of the real and ſuperior 
merit of M. von Korf; ſhe now thought it was 


the moment ti revenge herſelf on her for that 


merit, and did not let the opportunity paſs. 
In the firſt place, ſhe preſſed herſelf on me as 
a ſympathizing friend, condoled with me, 
——talked of ſetting on foot a reconciliation 
endeavoured to calm my mind—ſhewed me all 
imaginable attention ; then, by degrees, ſhe 
mixed poiſon with the balſam with which ſhe 

pretended 


vert my ſufpicions of Louiſz's fidelity into cer- 


* 
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to put on in public the appearance of attach- 
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earneſt; and, in ſhort, for why ſhould L 
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pretended to eaſe my ſufferings. As I re- 


marked that Louiſa became uneaſy at my new 
iatimacy with the Counteſs, I was mad enongh 


ment in my behaviour to her, and to affect to 
pay my addreſſes to her. Soon this play became 


any longer detain you with the relation of my 
follies, and the coquetry of a revengeful wo- 
nan? I entangled myſelf in ſuch a manner, in 
the nets of this finiſhed coquet, that there was 
no longer any hopes of returning to my injured 
and deſpiſed friend. She mournel in ſecret; 
but conducted herſelf with nobleneſs and pro- 
priety. Letters and preſents were mutually 
returned; and I had the honour of being con- 


fidered by the whole Court, as the admirer, and 
_ fayoured lover of the Counteſs Merani. 


When things were gone ſo far, Louiſa began 
to treat Count Geldern with the greateſt reſerve, 


and even refuſed his hand, which he offered her. 
I now felt, but too late, how greatly Lhad dong 
her injuſtice ; but this diſcovery ſtunned me. 
——Let me haſten from theſe painful recol- 
lections! My eyes were ſoon completely 
opened :—when the Counteſs had atchieved her 
work, ſhe was no longer anxious to keep up 
0 * 4 appearances 
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appearances with me, but ſhewed herſelf in her 
true form. It was till time enough, when I 
diſcovered her infamous connexion with a 
Valet belonging to the Court, to fly from the 
abyſs, in which, perhaps, otherwiſe ſhe might 


have precipitated me; but it was too late to 


ZFeturn to Louiſa : ſhe had yielded to the requeſt 


of her family, and perhaps to deſpair, and was. 


become the wife of the old Privy-Counſellor, 
Mr. yon Meinau. She fulfilled all the duties 
| bf a wife, and miſtreſs of a family, to this rich, 
and, attheſame time, reſpectable old man; and 
thoſe of a good mother, to the chi laren he had 


by a former marriage. She had not concealed 


From him, that ſhe could as little bring him in 
marriage a diſengaged heart, as a fortune: but 
be was perfectly happy with her. A year and 


a half ago, he left her a widow, and well pro- 


vided for. 

But it is already late, my dear friend, and 
thou art tired with thy journey; to-morrow, 
if thou baſt patience to liſten to me, I will 


relate to thee the reſt of my hiſtory, and I pro- 


nw to de leſs _ 
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CHAP. XV. 


CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF ux. voN 
FUERSTENRUF. 


Ir had not been the intention, either of my 


| friend Fuerſtenruf, or of myſelf, to have re- 


mained longer than one night at Gottengen ; 


| but now that we had found each other again fo 
unexpectedly, we could not poflibly determine 
to ſeparate once more, after a converſation of 


only a few hours. We therefore remained to- 
gether the whole of the following day, without 
ſtirring from the inn, and he continued to relate 
to me his hiſtory, by which means the morning 


and part of the evening paſſed away unperceived. 


This is what he related to me 
«« Aſter all that I had experienced my 


friend ſaid, at , the refidence at that 


Court, where every object recalled to me me- 
lancholy and painful recollections was become 
to me an abſolute hell. However, my fortune 

K 5 9 did 
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did not permit, and my parents would never 
Have conſented, that I ſhould have given up 
the ſervice of the Prince, without ſbme other 
good proviſion elſewhere. The arrival of the 
Duke of ***, whe knew me, thought well of 
me, and had once already offered to take me 
into his ſervice, drew me from this embarraſſ- 
ment. I was indebted to my muſical talents 
only, (which, in his eyes, gave a man ſome 
conſequence} for this his attention to my inſig- 
nificant perſon. Added to which, neighbouring 
petty Courts are very fond of taking away from 
one another, uſeful people, or thoſe whom they 
conſider as ſuch. Notwithſtanding their mu- 
tual aſſurances of friendſhip, and their frequent 
_ viſits, they are never wanting in jealouſy and 
nnimoſity againſt each other: and as it is not 
m their power, after the example of greater 
potentates, to rob each other of provinces, they 
content themſelves with theſe leſſer eonqueſts. 
As ſoon as I had got my diſmithion, the Duke 
app».nted me one of the Counſel of Govern - 

ment, and Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber. 
„My fiery diſpoliton, that made me reft- 
leſs, and drove me out of the common road, 
filled me now w th the idea of ſhining as a man 


of buſineſs, and of taking an active part in pub- 


lic 


- 
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of my character, and make me talk. My art- 
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lie affairs; and as love and friendſhip had 


turned their backs on me, ambition became 
the idol to which I devoted all the energies of 


my mind; but I was as yet too unacquainted 
with the ſlippery ground, on which I was to 


make my evolutions, not to ſlide at every 


* The great art, by which all adepts in the: 
tireſome and contemptible, but no leſs high and 
ruinous game of a Court life, bave the advan- 


tage over the novice, oonſiſts in the coolneſs, 


prudence, and ſecrecy, with which they contrive 
to: ſhuffle their cards, to keep themſelves to 
themſelves, and to conceal their game: whalſt 


| the novice lets his neighbour look into his hand, 


and what is not diſcovered by that means, he 
publiſhes by the trouble that appears in his air 


and countenance. I alſo engaged too heartily 
in whatever I undertook—fancied I was become 


extremely ſuſpicious and reſerved—and yet put 
myſelf in the power of every knave, who knew 
how to tickle my vanity, or to excite the fire 


leſs heart deſpiſed all crooked ways; oppoſed. 
by word and deed all injuſtice and deceit ; at- 
tacked boldly and openly diſguiſed malice, . 
ſtupidity clothed in power, and bypocriſy ; and 

16 | 5 
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it therefore very naturally happened, that the 


whole gang of fools and knaves, without any | 


pre-concerted plan, united, at laſt, in a league, 
to keep watch over me. 


The Duke was an old unfeeling man of the 


world, who, perhaps, had never ſince his child- 


hood, felt pure benevolence for any living crea» 


ture. But he paid much attention to any one 
who could amuſe him agreeably; and a perſon 
had only to make uſe of, and flatter his weak- 


neſſes and his inclination to idleneſs, and a life 


entirely devoted to ſenſual pleaſures, to lead 
him wherever he would, and to obtain every 
thing from him; only it was neceſſary, that 
this influence over him was not too perceptible ; 
for the Duke fancied always that he did not 
permit any one to govern him—did often the 


was not diſpleaſed to fee his courtiers ſeparated 
by diſ-union and jealouſy, as he then hoped to 


come at the intrigues of the one, by means of 


the other. He was, beſides, equally polite and 
-friendly to all, without attachmeat to any, and 
had the ſame obliging face for him, whoſe diſ- 
'miſhon he was going to fign the next hour, as 
for hun to whom he intended giving advance- 
ment or promotion. 


66 That 


reverſe even of what was propoſed to him—and 


33 


— 
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« That I was not formed to become the 


favourite of ſuch a man, to riſe or enrich my- 


ſelf in his ſervice, thou, who haſt known me 


from my childhood, will naturally conclude. 


Nevertheleſs, I deceived myſelf with a part 


of theſe hopes. In fact, the Duke appeared to 


like my converſation; my vivacity, frankneſs, 
and ſincerity, amuſed him. I made his time 


paſs agreeably, by means of the little of wit I 


poſſeſſed, and which he endeavoured to ſharpen 


into ſatire againſt perſons, to whom, when they 


were preſent, he was extremely friendly: and 


as he perceived that I had numerous enemies 


among the courtiers, he affected to have a great 
value for me, in order to enjoy the pleaſure of 


increaſing their envy ſtill more. I believe, 


alſo, that I had at that time ſufficient influence 


with him to have injured any one, had that 


been conſiſtent with my manner of thinking; 
but alas! I cannot boaſt that I have prevented 
any evil, although I had flattered myſelf with 


nothing leſs than that I ſhould be the reformer 


of the whole ſyſtem of government, and the 
benefactor of his ſubjects, who were, in fact, 


horribly oppreſſed and burthened. 


*« 'The Miniſter Mr. von Erlenbech, under 


ſtood better the art of turning and winding the 


Duke 
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Duke as he liked. I have never yet met with 
a raſcal, who knew ſo well: how to conceal his 
game, under the maſk of the moſt unbounded 
diflipation, the moſt careleſs inconſiderateneſs, 
mdolence; and thoughtlefſneſs, as this merry 
knave. He affected certain follies, on purpoſe 
for the Duke to laugh at. Above all things he 
acted the part of the attendant on the ladies; 
run about all the morning viſiting them, accom- 
punied by his Valet de Chambre, who, (as he 
had the reputation of making excellent choco- 


late) carried his chocolate pot and mill after 


him. Theſe, and ſimilar follies, withdrew the 
attention of the ſhort-ſighted, from his very 
ſerious purſuits; but the country at large knew 
him, and curſed him; and it was notorious 
that he, who never forgot, alſo,, to fill his own 


purſe, was the occaſion of the unceaſing exac- 


tions, oppreſſions, and injuſtices, by which 
the government of the Duke was diſtinguiſhed. 
I conſidered: it as the moſt meritorious thing 

I could do, to overthrow this bad man. I col- 
lected accounts of the cruel treatment, which 
the officers of government, with the approbation 
of the miniſter, were guilty of towards the poor 
country people; and of the laying afide of the 
moſt yirtuous and moſt cleyer men, in the pub- 
| lie 
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lic offices, when they did not belong to the 
cabal of Mr. von Erlenbach. Theſe were ſim- 
ply facts that had been proved: and ventured 


one day, when I was alone with the Duke, to 


lay before him a memorial on this ſubject, to 


which I added the moſt affecting verbal repre- 


ſentations; but I found myſelf very much miſ- 
taken, in my expectations of the effect of this 
ſtep. The Duke looked over the paper I pre- 
ſented to him with indifference and diſpleaſure. 
He only turned it over, then laid the whole 
aſide, and ſaid, drily, You would do better 
not to interfere in ſuch matters. You do not 
ſce the whole; and it is not your buſineſs ſo to 
do. There is always ſomething to be com- 
plained of; juſtice cannot be done to every | 


one. In future do you only employ yourſelf 


about what is given you to do.“ And fo the 
matter ended; the Duke was as friendly to me 
in his manners as before; and I am convinced, 
that he communicated my memorial to the 
Miniſter. This man was become neceflary to 
him, in ſo far as he took all trouble off his 


hands, ſpared him 2 exertions, and always 


procured him money. 

It was the moit ſenſible mortification to my 
vanity, that Mr, von Erlenbach, who certainly 
| kuew 
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knew how much I hated him, did not once give 
himſelf the trouble to conſider me as of impor- 
tance enough toperſecute me. He treated me as a 
young man—talked to me in a jeſting manner 
Hand often rallied me at table till he ſet me on 
fire ;—and then, with the moſt cutting coolneſs, 
'adandoned me to the infipid ſarcaſms of the 
courtiers. My preſence of mind was loſt, and 
my wit blunted, when my feelings, for what 
was good and great, was thus inſulted ; and I 
looked, in vain, round the whole circle for one 
being who underſtood me, and would reach out 
a helping hand to me. 

At laſt, I did what is done by ſo many BY 
ter men, who are condemned to a Court life, I 
kept my ſentiments to myſclf, let every thing 
go as it would, talked only of inſignificant 
things, commenced whitling, like the reſt, 
(for it was the ton at our Court, for every one 
to vie with his neighbour in what are called 
ſallies, unexpected repartees, odd fancies, 
play on words, and ſuch fooliſh jeiis,) and 
ſoon I appeared fo like the reſt of the Court 
mob that it never could have entered the head 
of any ſenſible ſtranger, and ſuch there were 
who ſometimes viſited this place, to confider me 


as any ng Tamer Bow © frup gentleman of 


the 


— 
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the bed-chamber. Yes! as my nobler ambition 


did not bring me forward in a more honourable 


path, I ſought to make ſome ſort of figure as a 


| wit; and felt a kind of pleaſure, when it was 


ſaid of me, ma fbi! ce Fuerſtenruf at 
unique, il a toujours le mot pour rire! How- 


ever, I did not advance, although no one was 


preferred before me; but in calm ſolitary hours, 
I was very diſſatisfied with myſelf, and with my 


_ fituation, and felt moſt forcibly that I muſt 
| here be loſt, in a moral point of view, or that if 


I would yet fave a part of my better ſelf, I wuſt 
fly. 

© This was my fituation when the Duks 
formed the reſolution of travelling through 
Switzerland, France, and Italy. He was ex- 
ceflively fond cf the fine arts, as I believe I have 


already faid, particularly of muſic, and paint- 
ing: and had alſo, in theſe branches, ſuch in- 


formation as is ſeldom to be met with among 
princely delehants. The end of his journey 
was, therefore, entirely confined to theſe ob- 
jets. 'That among the many gentlemen, who 
were to accompany him, his choice ſhould alſo 
fall on me in particular, was an event that I 


moſt wiſhed; and I dreamed already before= 
2 the [weet enjoyment, which the grand 


beauties. 
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beauties of nature and art, in the moſt charm- 


ing country in the world, would procure me: 
but to convert ſuch dreams into reality, I ought 
not to have travelled in the ſuite of a Prince. 
It is true, that the one I accompanied could 
not be claſſed with the common run of men of 
this fort, who, without taſte for what is truly 
beautiful, and every where purſued by ennui, 
drive about full ſpeed every where; and where- 
ever they ſtop, ſtare with eyes unanimated by 
foul, and liſten with ears untuned for harmony ; 
but to enjoy with moderation, calmneſs, and 


interior ſatisfaction, to enjoy and to reliſh—that 
he underfiood as little as all the other ſpoilt 


children of fortune. We overloaded ourſelves, 
and at the ſame time overloaded our ſenſes 


wherever we came with the fineſt things that 


could be collected together, hunted out with 

intemperance the molt ſacred treaſures of art; 

one object preſſed upon another. It was an in- 

ceſſant intoxication in which we plunged our- 

ſelves; and, I can affure: thee, that at laſt, I 

was diſguſted with objects that would former- 
ly have delighted me. 

* will ſpare thee a deſcription of our jour- 
ney ; ; two years were employed in it: we re- 
turned to German y. intoxicated and fatiated, 
loaded 
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loaded with pictures and ſtatutes, and other 
curioſities ; and accompanied by artiſts whom 
the Duke took into his pay. 

*« Daring the laſt weeks of our journey the 
Duke became unwell, and this indiſpoſition, 


| when he came to be quiet, increaſed to a 


ſerious illneſs, which, in a ſhort time, laid him 
in his grave. As he left no children behind 
him, his couſin Prince “““ ſucceeded him ; and 
the whole ſcene was changed with us. It was 
a principle with the new Duke, to favour natives 
in preference to ſtrangers, hecauſe certain obli- 


gations made him dependent on two families, 


who had not been able to riſe under the pre- 
ceding reign. This ſyſtem, which could not 
have been blamed, had it ariſen from any other 


| faurce, did not promiſe me any good. How- 


ever, 1 remained in the Duke's ſervice; but 


| the Miniſter, who was alſo a foreigner, and 


whom the Prince, or rather this family club, 
could never endure, received his diſmiftion with 
a penſion, and a hint to ipend itelſewhere. . 


CHAP, 
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_ CHAP. XVI. 


MR. VON . FUERSTENRUF CONCLUDES mts 
HISTORY. THE TWO FRIENDS SEPARATE. 


M Y friend conti nued bis relation in the after - 


noon in this manner: Of the character of 


our preſent Duke, I can tell thee, my dear 


friend, in fact, but little or nothing, as I have 


only ſeen him during the firſt fourteen days after 


bis entrance on the government; and, in that 


time he converſed with none but thoſe who wore 
a military ſword. He was in body and ſoul 
a ſoldier, and had been from his youth a Gene- 


ral, in the **** ſervice. And, at this time, 


the honour of direRing the motions of the head 
and the hand, according to the rules of war, 
as a ſervantto another Prince, had more charms 
for him than the buſineſs of contributing in 
perſon to the welfare of many thouſands, whom 
providence had confided to his care. He con- 
fadered the W of which he was now to be 

the 
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the governor, as a manor on which he was not 
obliged to live, and which, therefore, he had 
farmed out. As ſoon, therefore, as he had di- 


vided the buſineſs of government in the diffe- 


rent departments, among the perſons of thoſe 
two families of whom I have ſpoken, and 
among their favourites, he went away, and has 


returned but ſeldom fince to his Dukedom, 
- and then for a ſhort time only : but where, as 


thou wilt ſoon hear, I have never ſeen him fince. 

In the mean tune, my ſituation was grown 
worle in every reſpect. A little before the 
journey of the late Duke, my father had vi- 
fited me; renewed his requeſt to me to look 
out for a rich wife ; and as he found me in no 


| way inclined to that, he diſcovered to me at 


laſt the very bad ſtate of his pecuniary affairs. 
During my abſence, the aſſignment of his pro- 
perty to his creditors. hail taken place: ſorrow 
and uneafineſs ſoon put an end to his life, and 
when I came back to Court it was already 
known that I was a poor nobleman with a 

very confined income. This immediately 


changed the conduct of every one towards me: 
and as ſoon as the old Duke, whoſe favourite 


I was 
| © In the year 1770, as we have already heard. | 
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+I was ſuppoſed to be, little influence as I had | 
with him, was quite dead, I was conſidered by | 
every one as the moſt inſignificant of mortals, 
And yet, I can venture to ſay that, among all 
the members of the government, there was L 
perhaps not one, to whom I was inferior in | 
addreſs and application. 
«© This, however, might have been ſupported, 
if it had been atoned for by the inward conſci- 
ouſneſs of being uſeful, and doing real good; | 
but even in that I found unconquerable diffi- 
culties. Did I want to procure juſtice for the 
oppreſſed, againſt powerful deputy tyrants, but | 
who were ſupported by the ruling party, then | 
the minutes of the trial were taken to a higher 
Court of Juſtice to be examined into, and did 
not appear before me ugain: or, the law-ſuit 
was {topped at once by order of Council. | 
* The friends, clients, and couſins, of the {_ 
governing families, were raiſed to the higheſt 
offices: I was paſſed over. Men, who were „5 
yet in their nurſe's arms, when I had aldeady 
mudied abſtruſe ſciences, and who, in fact, had 
hardly the underſtanding of men, ſhone na, 
in the liigheſt, and moſt canſiderable appoint- 
ments; and, together with their ſtupid couſins, 
looked down on me from the ſummit of for- 
| | ©..." ne. 
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tune. I did not fail in any kind of juſtinable 


complaiſance: and neglected no opportunity of 


ſhewing that I could be uſcful for ſomething | 
better.—It was to no purpoſe; nepotiſm and 


baſe flattery always ſucceed better than induſ- 


try, modeſty, and merit. 

* How happy ſhould I now have been, if, 
in fulfilling the ſweet duties of a father of a 
family, I could have compenſated to myſelf 
for the political inactivity and inſignificancy to 
which they had reduced me ; and have forgot- 


ten my cares in the arms of love and'friendſhip! 


but I ſtood quite alone, and there was no one 
near me, who by friendly conſolation cheered 


my mind, comfurted and ſupported me, or 


chatted away the melancholy hours. It was 
not poſhble to efface the remembraneeof Louiſa 


| from my heart. However, as my father preſſed 


me ſo much, I had for many years ſought, 
in the ſociety of women who were generally 
accounted amiable, if poſſible, to find one who 


could ſupply the place of her I loved, and who 
was now loſt to me. But by this means, alas! 


I obtained a knowledge of the female diſpo- 
fition, and acquired ſuch an infight into the 
general character of this vain and trifling ſex, 


ſo weak in ſoul and body, that was not to its 


advantage ; 
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advantage ; and that for ever deſtroyed in me 
the wiſh of being chained to one of them for 
life.“ And as for friendſhip—in truth, the diſa- 
greeable circumſtances that I had experienced, 

had made me ſuſpicious and ſhy; but my 
heart, which was ſo ready to attach itſelf, was 
not as yet entirely locked up. Often I felt the 


want of mutual confidence; and a trait of ſym- 


pathy and benevolence intereſted me for per- 
ſons, who appeared to me to be of anobler kind. 
At the Court, indeed, I did not find ſuch men, 
but in the town there was ſtill ſome to whom 1 
felt myſelf attracted; and who profeſſed for 
me the warmeſt attachment. However, even 


this dream vaniſhed; none of theſe, even with 


whom I had formed an intimacy, or who had 
ſought mine bore the trial, One, to whom I 
had not only devoted a faithful and affectionate 
heart, but had rendered the moſt important and 
ditintereſted ſervice, neglected me as ſoon as he 
no longer wanted my affiſtance. Others grew 
cool 


nn ws ets te} or A 
| where, by his own account, the men are, at leaſt, equally 
contemptible. It is at beſt but unjuſt to reproach women 
with the aue ν-of their mind, when ſo much pains is 
taken from their childhood to deſtroy all ſtrength of mind 
in — Note Tranſ. 
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cool, or turned their backs on me, as ſoon 
as they faw me poor a and without intereft. 

They had ſought me in my better days, only to 
ſhine by their intimacy with me. Many only 
loved themſelves in me, merely the reſemblance 
| their virtues and defects appeared to have with 
mine ; and coaſidered it as a crime in me, 
when they diſcovered in me any good quality 
which they did not themſelves pofſeſs. Few of 
them could bear the voice of truth; and my 
ſincerity and frankneſs frightened away from 


me, men whoſe ears were only open to flattery, 


I do not ſpeak of the ſwarm of thoſe who only 
want to be agreeably entertained, and would 
only participate in my pleaſures, but not in my 
troubles or cares. 

All theſe experiments deſtroyed my belief 
in ſincerity, faith, pure love, and true friend- 
ſhip. I often thought of thee, my deareft 
friend, and of the friendſhip our hearts had 


formed in the happieſt days of our life; and 
then, forgive me, the doubt came, who 


knows if even he, in the years when the paſ- 
fions ariſe, had been in a greater variety of re- 


lations with me, whether he would have held 


firm 7 There was but little wanting, at that 
time, to K and moft 
t miſanthropical 
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miſanthropical of egotiſts. When I hail looked 


about, ſo totally in vain, for a rational being 
who ſought truth and perſection in earneſt, 


=} who loved and exerciſed virtue without parade, 


ns, - 


and without ſecondary views, purely for itſelf, 
wha acted conſiſtently and from ſteady princi- 
ple, as well in great as 1n little things, even 


when inclination and temptation were to be got 


the better of, even when it required exertion, 
ſelf denial, and ſacrifices: I then aſked my- 


elf, is it really true that men are ſo worthleſs ? 


or..is, it only thy gloomy imagination that 
paints them ſo? Are there none Letter among 


them, or why is it that thou in particular, who 


baſt ſought them with more eagerneſs and zeal 


than any one, ſhould be ſo unfortunate as 


never to find them? Whichever opiuion I 


might adopt, {till I tound myſelt miſerable, and 
Jonged for a * *. retired from the 
world. 


I now avoided all n and 3 


maſk entirely to ſcience. Modern literature, 
and the fine arts, and all that works ay the ima, 


gination and the ſeaſes ; ; hiſtory, and every 
thing relative to men and human affairs, diſ- 
guited me. My heart and iny imggination 
were ſatiated; and intellectual, exceſſes had 


blunted 
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blunted my reliſh for mental enjoyments, in 
the ſame manner as an enervated voluptbary 
becomes inſenſible to ſenſual pleaſures. But 
the ſtudy of nature and the univerſe afforded 
excellent nouriſhment to my mind. Above 
all thing, I applied myſelf to aſtronomy, 
which drew me away from all earthly affairs; 
and, by theſe means, [ ſ cceeded at lat f in ſi- 
lencing iny heart. | 
But the unpleafantneſs of my civil ſitua- 
tion ſtill oppreſſed ine. I calculated that if I 
was to give up my appointment, on the in- 
come [ received from my property, (after 
having in vain employed every means to place 
the creditors on a different footing, and put a 
ſtop to the robberies of holy juſtice): I caleu- 
lated, I ſay, that on this ſmall income I could 
live as a ſingle man, in ſome corner of a gre it” 
town, ina confined manner indeed, but in quiet, 
unobſerved, without any anxiety for my 
maintenance. I was juſt reſolved to take this 
ſtep, and to aſk my diſmiſſion, when they 
came before · hand with me, in a very agreeable 
manner, and without meaning it, improved: my 
ſituation very much. It happened in this man- 
ner: there had been latel) y placed dt the 
Court; a VEE relation; who, as may be taken 
* L 2 N or 


224 THE HISTORY or 


for granted, was a very ignorant, uſeleſs being: 
but who was, bowerer, a relation, and cenfe- 
" quently muſt be quickly promoted, To ge 
| him preferment immediately qver the heads of 
the moſt elever and attentive men in office, 
could not very well be done, on account of 
the public. Tlis obſtacle muſt therefore be 
removed.— But there was no one properly in 
the way of the young gentle man in the road. 
of promotion, but myſelt ; and had, therefore, 
an appointment at * given me. This place 
bad been hitherto always given to ufeleſs old 
courtiers, or ſuch perſons w boſe faces were 
grown tireſome, and who were not to riſe any 
further. It was conſidered more as a diſmiſ- 
| fion than as a promotion ; and it was known. 
that the buſiueſs connected with this appo.nt- 
ment was ſo ſmall that it required little clever- 
neſs or exertion. But that was. juſt-the thing 
for ſuch a humble being as. myſelf, who was 
cured of all vain ambition. 


. 
9 


In this exile I bare lired for, five years. 
The town is. ſimall, and fince there is no longer 
a Court there, quiet and empty: my ſalary is 
very moderate my ſphere of action in the buſi- 
neſs of my appointment, confined and inſigni- 
kcant, But I. have farmed to my ſolf an exiſt- 


ence 
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world, to contribute as much as I can to the 
good of the whole. Without following the 
movements of a particular benevolence, Laſ- 
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ence of my own, in which indeed, many good 


feetings remain without an object, but my heart 
is tolerably tranquil. This heart, I acknow- 
ledge it, is become cold for all ſocial and 


friendly pleaſure: ; but I have, at leaft, pre- 


ſerved myſelf from abſolute miſanthropy. I 
ſee the follies of the world, without taking 
part in them; pity the weakneſſes aud wander- 


ings of my brethren; and if the proud thought 
enters my mind of conſidering myſelf as better 


than they, I humble myſelf again with the 
refleQion that only a different compoſition of 
my juices—a different organization of my 
nervous ſyſtem—a different turn that educa- 


cation and fortune has given me, are the cauſes 
of my not being quite ſo bad, as I ſhould 


otherwiſe have been. However, I feel a deſire 
to do as much good as is in my power; and not 
to conceal any thing from thee, I think I have 
ſo much the more merit in it, the leſs paſſionate 


intereſt has a ſhare in ſuch actions. I confider 


only the duty I am under as a citizen of the 


fiſt, in every thing lawful and: riglit, all wha 
waut my aſſiſtance, and to whom 1 can be 
&3;--: uſeful, 
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uſeful, without conſidering whether I ſhall be 
rewarded with ingratitude; and ia full expec- 
tation that I ſhall be ſo, if another intereſt 
comes into my action. Careleſs whether, my 
benevolent plans ſucceed or not, without com- 
plaining, if 1 have but rarely opportunities of 
doing good. I embrace coldly, but without heſi- 
tation or delay, every occafian of the kind 
that fortune preſents to me. Yes! Lam moſt 
content with myſelf when Jam «perſuaded that 
I love and follow virtue, fanply on its own 
account, in all its purity, and ſo to ſay without 


paſũon: that I do what is-virtuous and noble, 
merely becauſe it is right, without regarding 
_ _ effeq, utility, or conſequence; firmly convinced 


that the purity of intention of an action alone 
gives it merit; but, that every principle of con- 
duct, derived from the utility of the action, or 
from any other motive, is impure. - Leaſt of 
all do I trouble myſelf, as thou mayeſt ima- 
pine, about the opinion of other men; and'ss 
} know that a perſon who thinks and acts in 
this manner, does not pleaſe in ſociety, where 


he can neither give or receive, I avoid it; and, 


at the fame time, avoid the opportunity of any 
longer tormenting myſelf about the weakneſſes 
- thoſe who are called honeſt people, and the 

. S, arts 


— — af * * 
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arts and malice of the wiſer ones: anddedicate 


my leiſure hours to ſcience, reflection, and ſo- 


litary walks.“ | : 
Fhus far the relation of my friend! I ex- 
preiled to him my heart felt intereſt in his for- 


tunes; but as I conſidered it as a duty not to 


conceal from him that I was not ſatisfied with 
his preſent temper of mind, and with certain 
principles which, as he aſſerted, he had now 
adopted for the rule of his actions, we fell into 
a philoſophical diſpute an the true moral prin- 
ciple, on the right idea of virtue, on ſelf love, 
egotiſm, and the like. As I had for ſome time 
paſt reflected a good deal oni theſe ſubjects, 
I preſented him with the reſult of my thoughts. 
Perhaps it may not be unintereſting to ſome of 
my readers, (particularly at this dme, when 
certain old and often refuted docttines · on this 
ſubject, have been cooked up again in ſome 
new philoſophical ſchools, and only diſguiſed 
in another phraſeology), to read my private, 


ſimple, plain opinion on this matter, and which 
is far removed from all ſpirit of ſyſtem. Yet 


as this will not: be the caſe with many others, I 
will dedicate a chapter by itſelf to this purpoſe. 
W hoever, therefore, tinds no reliſh in it, may 
ſkip the following pages, which can be done 
4 without 


TuE Uisroar or 
without loſing the thread of my hiſtory, But 


228 


I always beg it may not be forgotten, that I 
write for more than one claſs of readers. 
It gave me real pain to ſeparate from my 
dear friend Fuerſtenruf, and he alſo did not ap- 
pear quite indifferent to it. But in vain did I 
preſs him to accompany me to Wallerthall ; 
and it was with difficulty that I drew from him 
the promiſe of keeping up a correſpondence 
with me in future. My objections to his ſyſtem 
alſo had not much effect; it happens, as it gene 
rally happens on ſuch occaſions, each retained 
his former opinion, without having convinced 
the other; and I was obliged to content my- 
_ ſelf with the expeRation- that time, if not per- 
haps ſome events at preſent unfareſeen, would 
effect a revolution in his manner of confidering 
human affairs. He returned to his ſolitudg, 
and I my family. 


12 


vrhich we muſt regulate our actions if we would 
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FRAGMENT ON VIRTUE; MORAL PRINCIPLE, 
SELF. LOVE, BGOTISM,. AND. $0 FORTH. 


Taene is no ſuch thing in the world as 


pure virtue, always of the ſame worth, and 
conſidered entirely apart from its effects and 
utility. Virtue and duty can only. be the rule 
of our conduct in · our pveſent fituation, ac- 
cording to che relations in which we aſtually 
ſand: For theſe being removed or changed, 
virtue, that is to fiy, the rule according to 


act well}, changes alſo. For which reaſon, 
there is no particular action of virtue that, under 
other circumſtances, would not be a. crime, or 


an indifferent action; as alſo no crime that 
might not be in other circumſtances a duty, and 


no indifferent action that under other cireum- 
ſtances might: not be a virtue or a crime. 
Truth, for inſtance ;—a mau who had lived till 
ED 1 5 2 certain 
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a certain time, without any connexion with other 


men, would have no idea of it, for it could 
not enter his head, that a perſon could ever be 


inclined to ſay any thing but what he thought. 


By degrees he would, perhaps, afterwards ſee, 
that in ſome caſes, ſomething might be gained 
by untruth ; and as long as his ideas of there- 
mote conſequenees of an action were bounded, 


a lie muſt appear to him a very innocent 
thing, (the ſame as a theft appears to the . 


of nature, whom we call ſavage, as a very 


different, nay even a- very uſeful action, as he 
has no idea of propertyq.—As he advanced in 


information, he would perceive, foe the firſt 
time, that the mutual violation of truth de- 
ſtroys the band of ſociety; and now he begins 
to formian idea of truth, and to raiſe it into 
a: virtuꝝ · The union of opinions on this ſupject, 
converts. this · virtue into duty ; and when cid il 
ſociety, for its ſecurity againſt men af a per- 
verted, ot a paradoxical turn of mind, takes 
meaſures far the exerciſe of what is conſi dered 
as virtue and duty, by the greateſt number, it 
makes: laws for that purpoſe; and if theſe laws 
are. founded on the orders, of the moſt hight 


Being, they. become religious duties. Thig is 


the : order. of progteſion. No one will deny 


that 


... ̃ 1 m nd. 
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that the greateſt untruth, if it could be ſuppoſed 
to have no conſequence at all, would be per- 
fectly indifferent, no one will deny: that 
the greateſt untruth, if it could be ſuppoſed 
to create great good without any mixture of 
poſſible bad conſequences, would be very praiſe- 
worthy ; (as in fact, moraliſts themſelves ſpeak 
of allowable lies of neceſſity, but which I in 
no way agree to, not on account of the pure 
idea of truth, but on account of the incalculable 
- conſequences from the bad example; and be - 
cauſe arbitrary exceptions and exeraptions; - in 
favour of particular cafes and perſons, are: 
never to be allowed: in morals). . On this ac- 
count, | hold it as an improper and unworthy' 
mode of expreſſion, when, in ſpeaking of the- 
perfections of the moſt high Being, virtues are 
attribited to him. As this all-comprehenfive? 
and perfect Being ſtands in no exterior relations 
with any other* beiug, it cannot be ſuppoſed. 
that he exerciſes certain conventional rules. 
It has, therefore, always diſguſted me to hear it 
ſaid that God is true. What equal has he to- 
whom he can ſhe the contrary of this virtue 
truth did not exiſt before him, that he could 
follow it, but ariſes: from him: he himſelf is; 
truth, When he ſpeaks, every thing in.-his- 

os L 6 mouth 
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mouth is truth. No ſocial virtue can be aſcri- 
bed to him, for in him is the firſt idea of all 
perfection, which we, in that caſe, never can 
imitate; for with men alone can be found the 
mage of this perfection, the practical applica- 
tion. Man enn never be conſidered, in this 
ſenſe, as a being exifting by himſelf, but only 
according to his relations. 

Murder is a crime greater or leſs, —_—_ 
to the intention, and according to the miſchief 
eccationed by it; but unintentional murder is 
na crime: murder, in ſelf-defence, is an allowable 
action; murder, committed by hangmen and 
executioners, is the performance of a duty be- 
longing to their fituation; murder, committed 
by tha ſoldier in battle, is a duty to his country. 


todes crime, when {as was the caſe with the 
children of Adam, according to the Jewiſh hiſ- 


tory} the world can only be peopled by that 


Jeans. | 
A lav given in ſport or in play, is an action 
entitely indifferent; a blaw given in the heat 


1 'blow . given from ſtudied revenge, in cold 
Nod, is an infamous ation; fhould it happen 


fa. n. as to kill the * ſtruck, it 


amounts 


The marriage of brothers and ſiſters, ceaſes 


and pe tuoſity of anger, is an immoral action: 


—ů — — 
— — — 
f 1 


; . — 


— 


by it. When, alſo, the merit of a virtuous | 
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amounts to the crime of murder; a blow, which 


a father gives a child, by way of correction, 


is the fulfilinent of a parental duty. 

Therefore, when we talk of the merit of our 
actions, and of the principles according to which 
we direct them, every thing depends on the end, 
the circumſtances, the utility or 1autility. 
Every one will allow, that a perſon has fo much 
the more merit in a good action, the greater and 
the more general the utility that is occafioned 


ation, can be eſtimated according to the degrees 


of its utility, it follows from thence that the 


action has no merit, by which no good is ef- 
fected, or from which none can be expected, 
even if it ſnould wear the pure dreſs of virtue. 
He, who from gratitude to a man who has 
ſhown him great kindneſs, procures him advan- 
tages of which he is unworthy, and which he 


may miſuſe; exerciſes in effect the pure virtue 


of gratitude ; but he — at the ſame time, 
a very bad action. (2 E: 
If we take ſimply the 8 feeling, or 
pure knewledge of intrinfic worth of an action, 
as the right moral motive, that ought to govern 
us in the performance of it, we ſhould never 
obtain fimple, general, and uniform ideas of 


virtue; as the views and ideas of men are as va- 


rious 
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rious as their feelings; while, on the other hand, 
men can eaſily agree in the unequivocal utility 
of an action. Nay, according to this, every 
impulſe of ſenſibility, every conſtitutional vir- 
tue, the execution of any unwiſe, but well 
meant defign, ſketched by a benevolent pencil, 
would have as much merit as a generous ſcheme 
formed by deep reflection, and all the efforts 
and. ſacritices of a great man. Let not the 
example of the widow's mite be here oppoſed to 
me; I do not ſay that the ſum of what has been- 
effected, regnjates the goodneſs of the action; 
it is not the object obtained, but that aimed at, 
as far-as it was — uſeful and 5 that 
is good. | 

Simple good will, without regard to Sate 
quenees and effect, cannot poffi bly have great: 
merit. But let me be well underſtood in this 
place: we are not here talking of the uncertain 
conſequences, which depend on fortune and 
providence; and conſequently cannot be attri- 
buted to the agent; but of the rational calculation 
of poſſible and probable conſequences and of 


the ob ect and effective utility which a perfor” 

promiſes to himſelf in an action. 

I maintain alſo, that our ideas of virtue and 

can only be formed by conſidering our 
| known 


— 
* 
_ 
* 


* 
—— 
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known relations—that they can only be applica- 
ble according to theſe relations, and that they 
muſt have for object theſe relations, to accom- 
pliſh their end: conſequently theſe | virtues 
would not exift, for a being entirely inſal ated, 
excepting: the few that have for object his own 
particular welfare and ſupport, as for inſtance, 
temperance. But even this temperance itſelf is 
only a virtue, in ſo far as it is uſeful: for was 
it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that intemperunce did not 


_ deſtroy our bodies, blunt our intellectual faculs 


ties, make us in capable of hi gber conſiderations, 
raiſe ſtormy paſſions in us; and create ſatiety 
and diſguſt; there would be no reaſon why 
we ſhould deny ourſelves "oy 2 enjoy. 
ment... 

If our toe relations 828. or be chang 
ed, the rule of virtue muſt alſo ceaſe to be 


the rule of our conduct, and we muſt àct 


by other laws. It may therefore be ſup- 
poſed that beings, who' here on earth, muſt 
act on moral principles, faiftioned by reli - 


gion, whenever their perſonality ſhall ceaſe, and 


they hall be formed to act in a greater circle; 
may, perhaps, perforin their courſe according 
to mathematicał or other rules. Certain it is, 
that f in this world they will be ſo much the 

happier, 
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happier, the more they have obſerve: the laws 
.of morality. But it is arrogant and raſh, to 
pretend that this law can have place even in 
another world; that beings, nay, even God him- 
felf, is ſubjected to it, and that it is founded on 
eternal principles. We do not even know, 
whether: we ſhall not, perhaps, exchange all 
what are called the faculties of the ſoul, un - 
derſtanding, reaſon; wit, reflection, will, &c, 
in a future ſtate,, for faculties oſ quite another 
As I believe I have now proved, that all our 


connected with our actual ſituation, (which I 
conſider as the imperfect temporal ſtate.) 1 


conclude from thence, that the firſt confidera- 


tions muſt be derived from our ownſelves. 


This appears to lead to the moſt horrible ſel- 
fiſhneſs; it reſts with me to prove, the con 


trary. 
Whoever ſhould doubt that gell. love. und the 


 defire. of enjoying all pothible good in this 


world, are the firſt and moſt natural incentives 
of man, would not-do-credit: to the ſoundneſs 


of his underſtanding. As ſoon as we hive a 


ſenſe of identity, and of ſeparate exiſtence, no- 
thing can intereſt us ſo * as one's ownſelf; 


ideas of virtue and duty ariſe from, and are 


the 


- m—_— 
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the ſatisfaction of our own wants, and our 
agreeable and diſagreeable ſenſations, and I 
conſider the old maxim, fac ea, que te, fla- 
tumque tuum in diem reddunt perfectiorem, as 
the only rational fundamental principle of a pure 
ſyſtem of natural rights, although it has been 
thought proper to deduce the new ſyſtem 


of the rights of men from other principles. 


But ſoon man perceives that to make his fi- 


tuation more perfect and more happy, he is in 


want of things and perſons independent of him- 
ſelf, and that he muſt enter into-certain relations, 


conſent to certain limitations and gccommada- 


tions with other men, if he will not be every 
moment in danger of ſeeing the enjoyment and 
happineſs be ſeeks, deſtroyed by the efforts of 
others, to obtain the ſame. Every abject of 
ſociety, every ſelf · denĩal and facrifice, the ex- 
exciſe of every virtue, and the performance of . 
every duty, has, alſo, for firſt principle, the 
promotion of individual happineſs; aud all ef- 
forts for the greateſt good of the whole, would 
be neglected, if he who performs them, did not 
make a part of the whole; great virtue would 
be unexerciſed, if the idea of obtaining by thoſe 


means. a higher degree of intellectual pleaſures, 


did not create the incentive to them. Qur 
» 5 | - | own 
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own ſelf, therefore, is always the firſt object 
for which every thing is done; and it is alſo 
very right that it ſhould be ſo; and it every 
one took care of himſelf, and his real true hap- 
pineſs and perfection, and at the ſame time paid 
ſo much attention to others, as was neceffary 
by his own connexion with them, and by mu- 
tual aſſiſtance to encreaſe bis own portion of 
happineſs, the world would always go on very 
well. | . 
But if man was always to employ his reaſon, 
in calculating what he was to gain by every 
action, many a noble deed would remain un- 
performed: and, at leaſt, no one ſtep would be 
taken, of which the conſequences were uncer- 


tain, and very remote. But happily man does 


not always caleulate; the-wiſe Creator has given 


him, together with his reaſon, a body,” as well 


As ſenfibility alſo, and a nervous ſyſtem; eaſil 7 
worked on. He feels himſelf attached to an 

object, or impelled to an action, without know 
ing why, by benevolence, love, and deſire, of 


which he can give no account to his reaſon. 


Even the greateſt facrifices procure him an inter- 


nal qoy and ſatisfaction;ꝰ and theſe are the fine 


bands” that tie mani to man, and ſecure him 
froubsthe ill effects of ſelf-love. Theſe better 
NY = feelings 


other. 
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feelings alſo ſerve to dire the condu*t of him 
whoſe -underſtanding is not ripe enough tb 


_ convince him that the advantage arifing from 
the :exerciſe of the more exalted duties, falls 


back on himſelf; they alſo preſerve him from 
ſeeret actions which might be imurions to 
others, though apparently advantageous to him 


ſelf. Theſe feelings are ſtrengthened by edu- 


cation, and religious inſtruction ; and civil ſo- 
ciety, by means of puniſhment, has put a bridle 
on thoſe who have entirely ſupprefſed them, * 
that their perverſity occaſions no miſchief. 
The greateſt moral perfection appears alſo in 
our ations, when our reafon and our feelings 
are in the — harmon 1. and balance _ 


But * are IDEN four different 
manners of conducting ourſelyes, four princis 
ples of action that guide us. 


- Some men, for inſtance, are induced by their 


perverted. reaſon to place the happineſs of their 


fituation, in the ſatisfaction of their ſtormy, 
immoderate paſſions, humours and caprices, to 
which they ſacrifice every thing: and neitfer 
attend to the beneficial: effects that would re- 
ſult, even to themſelves, from the performance 

| of 
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of mutual focial duties, nor ſuffer benevolent 
feelings to atiſe in their mind. Theſe mea can 
only be called thoroughly contemptible egotiſts, 
injurious to civilſociety. If ever ſuch men do 
any thing good, it is only when by ſo doing 
they can, at the ſame time, gratify ſome of their 
paſhons 


very tender feelings of the beſt kind, and a 
lively fancy, follow in their actions only the 
impulſe of theſe feelings, and of theic imagina- 
tion, without conſulting reaſon, prudence, or 
an attantioa to their own repoſe and happineſs. 

This was the caſe with my friend Fuerſtenruf 

in the firſt period of his life. Such men merit 
love and compaſſion; but they enjoy. few 
cheerful bappy days. Every moment they 
find themſelves deceived in their ſweeteſt, but 
too highly wrought expectations: —every mo- 
ment they ſee ſome of their generous, but ro- 
mantic plans deſtroyed :—every moment they 
- feel that they are the ſacrifice of their noble 

Others again, who have been repeatedly de- 


ceived in the world, propoſe to themſelves that 


they will ne longer reap ſorrow and trouble in 


return 


— = 


Others, whom nature bas endowed with 
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return for their virtnous intentions; they wiſh, 
therefore, ta ſtifle their feelings of benevolence, 
determine no more to give themfelves up to 
others, as formerly, but always to act with 


cold blood, to do good purely becauſe it is 


good, without perſonally intereſting themſelves 
for the objects of their benevolence. In this 
ſtem, the child of deſpair, which Fuerſten- 
ruf believes now that he has adopted, people 
are never really ſincere : and the better feelings 

they have endeavoured to ſuppreſs carry away 
their reaſon ten times in a day. It cannot even 
lat as it has no foundation: as good ceaſes 
to be good when it has no rational object; and 
to throw away benefits on the unworthy, and 
to take ſteps which a perſon fancies he is con- 
vinced before-handthatthey will have no effect, 
cann-t potibly be called a rational and proper 
ob ect: Iwill, therefore, venture to maintain, 
that he who has actually ſtifled all ſenſations 
of beaevo.ence, and the feeliag how much this 
benevol-nce promotes his individual happineſs, 
is not at all capable of truly virtuous actions. 
He muſt, if he deſpiſe all human nature, either 


| loſe all reſpe&. for himſelſ. alſo, or believe him- 


_ 


ſelf alone ſuperior to all others; and, 
4 e caſe, 
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caſe, when he daes good, be can have no other; 
object than to tickle his vanity by it. It is. 
evident that this is contemptible egotiſm, 
although not of, a nuture fo, injurious to ſociety 
as that before deſcribed. _. 
And now that I am come to the Fourth ſ 51 
7 tem, (if the three foregoing different methods 
of grounding, the motives of moral action 
deſerve the name of ſyſtems) I muſt ſpeak 
in my own name; for this is the ſyſtem ac- 
cording to which I have regulated: and ſtill re- 
gulate my manner of thinking and acting: 


tirmly convinced, that he e who can doaſt 


of never having abandoned it, can be conſidered 
as a perfectly — wiſe, and *. 
man. 

I readily allow, that in all my ans of any 


confequence, the promotion of my own quiet, 


happineſs, health and perfection, is the prin- 
cipal object. But in order to obtain this end 
the; eafier, without either falling into colluſion: 
with, others, or being a burtben to them, or. 
eyen being dependent on them, or what is 


called fortune, which is the concurrence of un- 
cegtain circumſtances, which could not be 
en Lfree W as much as poffi ble, 


res and 
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from ſtormy paſhons, great expectations, obli- 
gations, caprices, humaurs, and unneceſſary 
wants. I therefore want but little, and can 
always procure this little with, eaſe myſelf. 

Without alſo deing inſenſible to the worth of 

perſons or things around me, I attach myſelf 
to none with ſo much paſſion that I could not 
do without it: and I may venture to ſay, that 
the deprivation of no animate or inanimate ob- 
ject in the world, could inflict on me an in- 
curable wound. As little do I deſire to be of 
more co aſequence, more agreeable, dearer, or 
more neceſſary to others than they think they 
can anſwer it to their reaſon, nor do I with 
them to grant me that as a right, which depends 
merel y on their complaiſance. 

. My heart, however, is not ſhut to denevo- 
lence, nor to ſocial joys, and the. allowable 
pleaſures of the ſenſes. Only I endeavour to 
enjoy, with moderation and frugality, and to 
be able to give an acconnt of my inclinations 
to my e abe merit, SR, 


ern 
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and I am never conſcious of any feelings with 
more pleaſure, than thoſe of efteem and admi- 
ration. When Terr in my judgments of men 
and dings, as it often happens, I endeavour t6 
correct my views; but it does not vex me very 
much, for I do not expect, deſire, or want much. 


At the ſame time, I know very well that the 


objects around me are not there en my ac- 


count: but, alſo, like myſelf have their parti- 


cular exiſtence for themſelves; and that if they 
Pleaſed me, they might, perhaps, diſpleaſe 


others, who would, in that caſe, be diſcontent- 


ed, being poſſibly more dependent on them, or 


more in want of them than myſelf. I alſo 
leave every one to his own opinions, and his 


own manner of acting, in hopes that he will 
alſo permit me to follow my principles undiſ- 
turbed. But it is particularly agreeable to 
me to meet with the approbation, the love, and 
the reſpect of ſenſible people, which I return 
with my whole heart. 
Ido not conſider all men as bad, who are 

not juſt as I would wiſh them to be; dut with 


thoſe who act in a manner quite different from 


that in which I think a rational being ought to 
act, I avoid, when I can, any particular inter- 
Ps | courſe. 


* — — . 
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courſe, However, I can live 2 m 
with thoſe. 
I am very ready to do 22 
| niels to others, as far às is in my power; and 
that I can anſwer it to myſelf. As the care of 
providing for myſelf, as I have already ſaid, 
does not give me exceffive employment, and 
does not require much expence of any kind, I 
have ſufficient leiſure, as well as ſtrength and 
good will, to act for my fellow - creatures; and 
it is a heartfelt pleaſure for me to contribute any 
thing towards making others happy and com- 
fortable. But I conſult reaſon as much as po- 
fible at the fame time—do not force my ſer- 
vices on them and do not facrifice myſelf. 
According to the rules of juſtice, I devote my 
exertions rather to perſons who are connected 
with me by the ties of relationſhip, neighbour- 
hood, or by being natives of the ſame town or 
country as myſeli, than to ſtrangers; rather to 
fuch as I find reaſon to eſteem: particularly, 
than to indifferent people. I einbrace, in pre- 
ference, the opportunity of doing good, when 
the occaſion preſents itſelf immediately to me, 
rather than form phantaſtic and widely extend - 
ed ſchemes. It is enceſſively agreeable to me 
to reap the fruits of my aQions, and to meet 
M with 


* 
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with gratitude : but I never depend much upon 
it, and am not ſuch a fool as to deny myſelf the 
ene of doing good another time, becauſe 
once the affair had not ſucceeded ſo well asI | 
Md pb Sed: : however, 1 accuſtomed myſelf 
to be more prudent another time, in caſes in 
which I have been twice deceived. 655 
Wben, in my domeſtic and civil relations, ! 
think I have done every thing that rightly and | 
: wiſely I ought to have done, but have been fo TE 
counteracted, or circumftances have happened | 
unfortunately, that thi: gs do not ſucceed well, | 
it is certainly very diſagreeable to me, but it | 
ſeldom diſturbs my peace of mind long. After 
I have once brought this into ſecurity, 1 leave | 
the event to Providence, firmly reſolved not to 
let the perverſity of others, or the caprice of 
fortune, overwhelm me undeſervedly. 
This is tte ſyſtem according to which I act. 
If I do not always remain true to it, the reaſon * 
is, that il have weak moments and paſſions. | 
If any ane who may read this, ſhould be fo 
fortunate as to be free from them—it is happy 
for him. | 
And now it is full time to concly de this long 
chapter, in which my hiſtory is not advanced, 
and in which, alas! to the great ſorrow of many 


a reader, 


wv... „ * 
am Po VDVvÞOH r 


mamma 
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2 reader, I could not introduce one jeſt ; and, 


what is ſtill worſe, in which I have developed 
principles, on account of which, certain people 


who are accuſtomad to ſwear in verba magiſtri, 
will diſpute to me the fine title of philoſoper. 
So let it be: what is written is written. The 
ſame ſhall not happen again in future. 


dvy Firs nuts rear de 


CHAP. XVII. 


ACCUMULATED DOMESTIC MISPORTUNES, | 


As the ſyſtem of which I have given a 
etch at the end of the preceding chapter, and 
which I ſo warmly recommendedto my friend, 
for the promotion of his tranquillity, had, for 
its principal object, to make me independent of 


men, and of fortune, and to preſerve my peace 


of mind undiſturbed by perverſe accidents. 


Providence gave me ſoon after, and during a 
long courſe of years, the opportunity of putting 


this ſyſtem into practice, and of trying it. 


I began my journey home again in good 


ſpirits, and rejoicing before-hand at the wel- 
come I ſhould receive from my wife and my 
youngeſt ſon. A violent ſtorm had cooled the 
air in the neighbourhood of Wallerthall, and 
I felt myſelf the more comfortable the nearer 


I approached my home. Aly wife ſtood at the 
door of the houſe, and flew to my arms as I 


Came 
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eame out of the carriage. The pleaſure of 
ſeeing her again did not ſuffer me imme- 
diately to remark,” although it was pretty 
viſible, that ſhe bad ſomething on her heart 
which ſhe wiſhed to communicate to me with 
caution. She began, according to her uſual 
way, with what ſhe thought would put me in 
a ſtill better temper of mind than that in which 
* 2 
% Only think,” faid ſhe, producing at the 
ſame time a letter, Madame Bartels has 
already written. She appears quite fatisfied 
with little Julia, She writes, * Mademoiſelle 
von Buttenberg and your dear daughter are al- 
ready quite accuſtomed to their ſituation ;: they 
work and read inceſſantly, and have now alſo 
taken a finging maſter, belongirtg to the theatre 
of this place. I conclude that this is done 
with your knowledge, Mademoiſelle Julia ap- 
pears to have great talents for muſic: I am, 
however, no connoifſeur in theſe arts.” 
And why, Lexclaimed, all this! and why 
mult it be a player that teaches ber? ** But 
my dear huſband, — and now my wife 
brought forward all her uſual arguments I 
ſhrugged my ſhoulders, and was ſilent. . 
In the mean while, my ſon, who was four- 


* - teen 
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teen years of age, came in: Well,“ faid I. 
let us now hear, my honeſt Daniel, whether 


like a clever deputy maſter of the family, with 


the affiſtance of the hind, thou haſt kept the 


farm in good order ?—haſt thou made thyſelf 


properly ref pected ?—how are the crops? —Is it 

not true that there is a bleſſed harveſt this year?” 
Here the good lad interrupted me, with a 

flood of tears.— Ah! father! it is all loft ; 


not all, but more than the half. The ſtorm of 


yeſterday - the hail yeſterday — has deſtroyed 


every thing in its paſſage — * to Hotten- 


ſtaeff. Fr 


This was truly a hard ſtroke upon me: ; this 
misfortune had fallen on the beſt part of my 


land; but what was to be done? The good 


God had given it, he bath taken it again, ſaid 
_ I, endeavouring, at the fame time, to conceal 
my diſagreeable emotions from my family, 
and eſpecially from my worthy mother, who 
now alfo n the * and appeared 
to have wept. 

But where was I now to get the rent for this 


year ? There were no hopes of being excuſed 
the payment for a time. The ſyſtem of the 


Chamber of Finance had been ſuddenly 


changed; the Prince has been diſpleaſed with 


the 
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the direQorand had difmiffed bim: whether | 
from reaſon and juſtice, or through cabal, I 


know not; ſuffice it to ſay, that the protector 


of the Amtſraethe was no longer at the head of 
his work, and the new director of the Chamber 
of Finance, who did not like the farmers- 

general of land, and who conſidered the Amntſ- 
raethe without diſtinction, as the creatures of 
his fallen enemy, was nothing leſs than favour- 
able to them; nay, rather, laid all kinds of dif- 
ficulties and chicaneries in their way. I was 
therefore obliged to bear my lofs with patience,” 


and to take up a freſh ſum of money, that I 


might be able to pay the rent agreed on. + 4 


Ia the following year, the harveſt turned das 


Ny bad in all the country here about. --Newi 


loſſes, new debts! On the other hard, I received 


agreeable accounts from my ſon Gottftied:® He: 
was perfectly eontent with his ſituation: And 
Mr. Martin gave the beſt teſtimony to hd ivy 
duſtry, and good conduct. He wrote Af, 


** that the young lad, in thirteen 'rhooth3” hãd 


grown more than half a foot; and, ät che fame 

time, had an agreeable animated cotfutenante 

—was of an active make and as ſtraight a a 
fr was? 7 5051) 7-02: 0. 

In the autumn of the year 1781, it ſo hap- 

M 4 | pened, 


* 
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pened, that my wife, although ſhe avoided al 


occaſion of meeting with the lady of Mr. von 


Buttenberg, nevertheleſs fancied ſhe had been, 
1 do not now recollet how, ill-treated and in- 


|  ſulted by her. About this time, and whilſt 


ſhe was ſtill full of reſentment againſt Madame 
von Battenberg, ſhe one day entered the room 
haſtily, and, much as ſhe endeavoured to con- 
ceal it, and perhaps did not even acknowledge 


it to herfelf, there ſhone in her eyes a kind of 


1gnoble, . revengeful triumph. - Now,“ ſhe 
exclauned, ** we have fine accounts from the 
caflle !—our houſekeeper is juſt come from 
thence. They have received letters from the 
po only think—for God's ſake! - the young 
lady has run away from Madame Bartel's with 
2 player!—they are all weeping and wailing at 


the caſtle; but it is now too late. There 


may de ſeen, what a malicious, unprincipled 
mother ſuffers as a puniſhment in her children! 
noble young lady, was always held up as 
a pattern, and other good girls, in whoſe edu- 
cation, however, their parents had ſpared no 
twouble, remained unnoticed. Who has now 
done beſt in the world? Heaven preſerve good 
parents from ſuch misfortunes! Much as I 


* 
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houſe. And now tell me, once for all, whether 
T was wrong when I ſaid ſo mach againft e 
reading of thoſe curſed romances and plays?” 


* 
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dflike Madame von Buttenberg, 1 bow - 
ever, truly ſorry for her- 

That I ſhould hope from thy good heart,” 
I replied ſeriouſly ; ** I will go, bowever, and 
comfort the poor father: he is doubly innocerd 
of the matter: but he is not the maſter in his 


« Oh!” replied my wife, ©** now the poor. 


Hooks muſt again bear the blame, in which. 


noble principtes and good example prevail ; the - 
reading of them will certainly. never occafiee. 
any evil—there is nothing to de feaved from 
them. 

God grant it x may prove ſo,” faid L witha h 
figh.. © But I will go.—I hope, however, that 
they will not purſue her. A girl of edu 
eation that can forget herſelf ſo far, does not 
deſerve that they ſhould make a ſtep over the 
threſhold of. the door to bring her back. She 


ſhould bear the fortune ſhe has prepared for 


herſelf ;—for my own part, was I to ſuffer ſuch 


a thing from my daughter, never would I ſee 
her again.“ 


And with that I took my hat, and was pre- 


 paringJto go out of the houſe, when the poſt- 


ns boy, 
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. bay, who generally came to us the laſt, met 
me at the door and gave me a packet. The 
direction was in Madame Bartel's hand; I open- 
ed it with a palpitating heart; —a letter from 
Julia was encloſed in it. I ran over the whole 
preſently; my equanimity of mind. forſook 


me while I read it—iny legs trembled under 


me—hardly could I hold the paper in my hand. 
Oh, excellent!” I exclaimed, almoſt raging, 
and throwing the letters on the table, before 
my wife; **read! read !—thou haſt brought 


up the girl for the great world; —now ſhe is in 


the world. There, ſee thy work! my pre- ſen· 
timents have not deceived me. Who can give 
me my ckild again >” The words ſtifled me! 
l felt that paſſion made me forget my prin- 
ciples ;—I haſtened away and ſhut myſelf up 
in my cloſet, in order to compoſe myſelf, and 
to recal my manly fortitude and my philoſophy. 
Here follow copies of the two letters :— 


„% MUCH RESPECTED SIR, 


With very melancholy ſenſations do I now 
take up the pen, to give you an account that 


will grieve your parental heart. I hardly know 


bow I am to begin, and how I ſhall expreſs 
my ſelf. 


J ——— a”  SRRSS & 53 2. 
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myſelf But it muſt be dn God knows: 
that I am innocentof it... ' 1 1 47 
«© You know, worthy fir, nts what condi- 
tions I received your daughter, as well as 
Mademoiſelle von Buttenberg into my houſe, 
namely, under the reſervation that it muſt not 
de expected of me to educate ſuch grown u 


young ladies—that I could only engage to give 
them good counſel, as far as they would receive. 


it—but that I could anſwer for nothing more, 
than that a young girl ſhould neither ſee or heat 
any ching in my houſe, but what would en- 
courage in her modeſty, induſtry, and a love; 
of domeſtic duties ;—that, -beſides;: I+ ſhould-- 
only conſider your daughter: and Mademoiſelle. 
von Buttenberg as-boarders, over whom I re-: 
nounced all maternal power and reſponſibilty: . 
From the firſt day, I miſſed in both the 
young ladies, that peaceful, cheerful, unpreoccu- 
pied youthful turn of mind, that is ſo amiable ; + 
and, on the other band, perceived a bent to novel 
zeading, and to every thing paffionate, extra- 
vagant, uncommon, and romantic: which dif-- 
pleaſed me very much, and induced me; as. 
much as poffible, to keep them ſeparate from. 
thoſe who are really my pupils. Some little 
exhortations that I gave them, from time to. 
M G time, 


wid had free entrance there. The young 
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time, on the ſubject, were very coldly received. 
The ambaſſador s lady, the Counteſs von Neſ- 


ſelbach, the confidential friend of Madame 


von Buttenberg, took upon herſelf a kind of 
direction over the young lady, for which ſhe 
was fully authorized by her mother; and your 


daughter was inſeparable from this circle. At 


the houſe of the Counteſs, where they very 


often ſpent half the day, a life of diflipation 


prevailed; and all the men of the gallant 


laities were perpetually carried to the theatre: 
_ perſonal acquaintance was made with muſici- 
ans and actors —a great number of uſeleſs books 


were brought into my houſe—they took 2 


ig maſter, and would learn ballet dancing. 
gare your lady numerous hints on this ſub- 
je@ in my letters, which, however, as it ap- 
pears, were but little attended to. At laſt, 
three months fince, I declared to both the 


mothers that I could not keep their daughters 


day langer in my houſe. But I was then 
earneſtly requeſted to have yet a little longer 
indulgence, eſpecially by your lady, who then 
alſo, I underſtood, wrote a kind of letter of 
temonſtrance to Mademoiſelle Julia, which, 
however, had no effect. 


« Ta 
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Ia the mean time, a romagce had been 
wore, between Mademoiſelle von Buttenberg, 


and her finging maſter ; and the worthleſs 


man contrived to excite in the two friends an 
unfortunate turn for the theatrical life. Made- 
moiſelle Julia was only the confidant; but, 
alas! ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be induced to go 
off with them. Had I had her by herſelf, 
perhaps I ſhould have ſucceeded in reſtoring her 
truly good heart, to peace and fimplicity ; but 
Mademoiſelle von Buttenberg was completely 
peryerted, governed by her paſſions, full of 


_ diflimulation and a ſpirit of intrigue. And: 


now—the pen almoſt falls from my hand, 
when I come to the melancholy cataſtrophe 


chat followed. The company of players had, 


as it was ſaid, left the town for ſome days, of 
which I was very glad ; but the worthleſs 
wretch, the ſinging maſter, had remained hehind. 
The two friends pretended to have an invita- 
tion to the Counteſs von Neſſelbach's; with 
whom, as ſhe was unwell, they were to ſpend 


the whole day. They went away early in the 


morning (their apparel and the beſt of what 
they had, they muſt have ſent away ſecretly, by 
degrees). The evening came, and I waited 
in yain for their return, At'laſt I ſent to the 

Ambaſſador's 
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Ambafſador's houſe. Judge of my terror 
they had not Been there at all :—lI had their 


chamber opened, which they bad locked, found 


an open note, which contained. an account 
of their flight, and the encloſed letter,“ from 
your daughter to you, in: which ſhe will have 
given you an account” of this unhappy ſtep. 

*« Yeſterday evening; I haſtened, in the an- 


guiſh of myheart, to the Counteſs herſelf. With 


difficulty could I gain admittance ; and when at 
laſt ſhe ſpeke to me, I received, inſtead of the 


| intereſt and affiftancel expected, the moſt infalt- 


ing treatment, and even reproaches. I haſtened 
away from this unworthy woman to the Mi- 


niſter of *; but he declared that neither he 
nor any Court of Jaſtice could interfere without 


full power from the parents. Irreſolute what I 
was now to do, I ſent for my. Couſin Coun- 
ſellor Meyer, and deſired him to endeavour, by 
enquiries in the town, to trace out the fugi- 
tives, but without exciting fuſpicion. He ſpared 
no tronble till late in the- night ; but, at laſt 
only learnt, that the finging-maſter, and the 
young ladies went off early yeſterday in a car- 
riage belonging to another town, from whence 
the company of players had ſent for ſeveral to 

* we 
Which follows this. 
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go ay in. It is ſuppoſed that they took the 
ſame route as the others. But who can know 
that ?—L am not authorized to follow and ſtop 
them .I have, therefore, paſſed a part of the 
night full of agitation in writing this letter, 


which I meant to have ſent away by a meſſenget 


as ſoon as the gates ſhould be open; but as the 
poſt will go quite as quick, I have preferred 
this latter conveyance. I muſt now, worthy 
fr, leave every thing to you. But I hope, from 


+ your juſtice, that you will not attribute any 
fault to me; but rather feel how deeply the 


diſgrace afflicts me, which theſe two ill-adviſed 
young ladies have brought upon my houſe: 
and the injury of which is perhaps irreparable 


. to me. 


May God comfort you, much honoured fr, 
* I am with ſincere reſpect, 
“ Your obedient ſervant, 
„% CaroLineg Bartels.” 


% DEAREST FATHER, | 
Never ſhould I forgive myſelf the ſtep 
which I this day take, and by which, for a 
ſhort time, I muſt diſtreſs my parents, were I 
not firmly perſuaded that the event would juſ- 


tify it; and that, ere long, you will no more 
* think 


260 Tu meren er 
think you have reaſon to be aſhamed of your 
child, 

1 make choice of a proſeſſion againſt which 
you have an unfavourable prejudice ; but I do 


not chooſe it from inconfideratenefs, or blinded. 


dy any paſſion. whatever, not to run after ad- 
ventures, but, on mature deliberation, as a free 
ereature. Indeed, my prevailing turo for the 
dramatic profeffion, and the friendſhip I have 
for my Charlotte, who is attracted to this pro- 
feffion by a ſentiment of a higher and more ir- 
refiftible nature, and from whom I cannot poſ- 
fibly ſeparate myſelf, has had fome influence 


on my determination; but my principal ob- 


ject is my ardent wiſh to earn my bread by my 
little talents—to be uſeful to the world—and to 


eontribute all in my power to the promotion of 
virtuous principles and pure morals—and to ex- 


cite noble ſentiments. I am a girl without a 
fortune, and the proſpect of filling my place in 
the world as the miſtreſs of a family was very 


uncertain and remote: whilſt my maintenance 
would have occafioned you a great deal of ex- 


pence. Now, my abilities, if I cultivate them 
with afſiduity, will procure mea comfortable in- 
come : and ſhould I not ſucceed in ſhining as 
an extraordinary adreſs, at leaſt, the fame of 
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my irreproachable conduct will certainly reach 


your ears, and procure me your affectionate pa- 


ternal forgiveneſs. 


do not venture to expedtto receive a mild 
anſwer to this letter, and ſhall therefore be filent 
for the preſent as to the place of my future re- 
fidence, and will change my name till I think 
I have a right to appear again publicly as your 
daughter; and then, beſt of father's, your pa- 
rental blefling will again be implored, by 
Tour dutiful daughter, 
«6 Just Sau | 


SI 
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CHAP: XIX. 


Py. 2 8 


CONTINUATION or THE FOREGOING. 
N a . NEW MISFORTUNES, 


W HEN 1 got into my chamber, I walked 
backwards'and forwards with great ſtrides. I 


| endeavonred to conſider the fatality that had 


deſifyyed my domeſtic peace, in all points of 
' Viz: der to find ſome fide on which there 


fell leſs ſhadow. After much effort I ſucceed- 


ed at laſt incoming to amore compoſed temper 
of mind; and now, I exclaimed, — Shall then 
the peace of mind of a man of firm principles 
become the ſport of a mad girl? What is be- 
come of the refolution I formed when I gave 


up to my wife all my rights on this il]-adviſed 


child? At that time even, I repreſented to my- 


ſelf ſtill worſe conſequences that might ariſe 
from ill-mavaged female education; and was 
firmly determined not to let it occaſion me one 
a grey hair. What, if Providence had given me 
8 no 
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no dau ghter Nfalevolent people will rejoice 


at my domeſtſe misfortune, and will attribute 
all the fault of it to myſelf—ſo let hem. Am 


1 the more unhappy for that? By theſe and 
| other reflections, 1 ed ſo far as to enable 
me to ſhow myſelf to my family with a com- 
poſed conntenance; ant? was about to leave my 


clofet when I heard foie one knock foftly at the 
door. I opened it, and my worthyold mother 
entered: ſhe came at the requeſt of my wiſe 
to calm my anger, by her ſoft,affetionate pet - 
ſuaſion, and to re · eſtabliſn peace between us. 
This was not difficult to effect in the temper of 
mirid in which I now was. I promiſed not to 
make any reproaches to my wife; but, how- 
ever, on the condition, that Julia's name ſhould 
never again be mentioned among us; and that 


chere ſhould be no mention made of ever re- 


etiving again the 'ill-advifed- girl. My good 
mother did every thing in her power to ſoften 
the ſcyerity of this ſentence; but I remained 
firm. Althsugh I knew, for certain, that the 
good old woman had exactly the fame princi- 
ples as myſelf on this point, yet ſhe endeavour- 


ed wo bring forward various arguments in jul- 


tification of the ſtep Julia had taken; princt- 
6 
moral 
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morals of the German ftage : but! interrupted 
her—** All that,” faid I, 1 have often heard, 


but only from people who judge of things by 
what they might be, not by what they are. 
I have ſeen in the war, the heroes and heroines 


ef the theatre, and know what I am to think 


of them, I do not mean to fay that there are 
no exceptions; but what perſon of honour will 
voluntarily, and without being driven to it by 
ſome unfortunate deſtiny, choofe a profeſſion, 
in which moral, virtuous and honeſt people, 
are only exceptions ? I pity the young man or 


young wowan, who conducted by their parents 


or urged by neceſſity and miſery, have adopted 
this mode of life ; and reſpect them very high - 


ly, when, by irreproachable conduR, they have 


ed the en and regued of ſenſible peo- 
ple ; but a girl, who tears herſelf from the 
boſom of a decent and not necefiitous family, 


to ſhow herſelf to the public for money, de- 


ſerves the : moſt profound contempt. There- 
fore, let me requeſt, that there may not be a 
word more ſaid on the ſubject. And ſoſay- 
ing, I accompanied my mother down ſtairs, 
allowed her time to give an account of our oon · 


verſation to my wife: and then appeaged in our 
family circle, with a calm unconcerned air. 
1 
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I did not, however, abandon my reſolution ; 
in the courſe of the two following years Julia 
wrote me ſeveral letters, but they were all ſent 
back unopened as ſoon as I knew the hand- 


writing. However, I took no notice of ber 


correſponding ſecretly with her mother, whom 
Lnevertheleſs filenced by very ſignificant ſerious 
looks, whenever ſhe made any attempt to ſpeak 
to me of her. It will hereafter be known what 
became afterwards of this female quixote. 
New misfortunes which happened to me, and 
which changed my ſituation all at once, made 
me loſe fight of this object for ſome time.“ 

I have already ſaid, that the new Director of 


Finance did not favour the farmer's-general ; 


and it was now, all at once, taken for granted, 
without diſtinction of perſons,” that they op- 
pieſſed the peaſantry. Notwithſtanding that 


it was quite the oppoſite cafe with me, namely, 


that I was ruined becauſe I did not receive 


. © Had the mind of Julia's mother been better cultivated, 
ſhe would-not hae been ſo fond of the trifling and inju- 
eee ee 

and incapacitated her from giving her daughter a rational 
education ; to the want of which all der miſconduRt and 
„ Nete of Tran. 
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1 the peaſants the impoſts which were farms 
ed to me, or for which I was accountahle ; yet 
they did not think more favourably reſpecting 
me than the others. If formerly they had been 
too ready to exact the arrears from the-pea- 
fantry ; now, on the contrary, I could not even 
get juſtice againſt the moit perverſe debtors, 
much alſo as my preſent circumſtances obliged 
me to put bounds to my former tenderneſs. 
This alone would have been ſufficient to have 
conſumed the reſt of my property ; but the fol- 
lowing year completed my ruin. The morta- 
lity. among the cattle emptied my ſtalls; I did 
not preſerve one head of them. This loſs was 
irreparable to me, and as now I could not, as 
an honeſt man, take up any more capital, I ſaw 
nothing elſe for me to do but to endeavour to 
get rid of my farm. This was, fortunately, 
2 thing very eaſy to be obtained from the 
Chamber of Finance ; . but I was obliged to 
give half a year's rent over. It may be con- 
cluded, beſides, that on this occafion, ſome of 
thoſe worthy gentlemen commiſhoners came 


to Wallerthall, whoſe meetings I vas to pay; 


and whom I was to entertain. For the live 


and dead ſtock which I had purchaſed for ready 
money, 


value 


and which certainly wes not of leſs 
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value than at firit, (deducing the value of the 
cattle I had loſt) I received a trifling ſum ; and 
after L Lal paid my debts with it, and ſold my 


beſt houſehold furniture, little more than. 1509 
dollars remained of my proper'y. 


My h tuatio 1 had never bee more diſtreſſed: 


and it oh preſſed me doub y and t. iply, as [ had 


my mother and ny wife to cq.n:ort, wlio wee 


afflicted beyond meaſure. But one thing tran 


quiliized ine, and filled me with contidence in 
the afliitance of heaven : and that was the re. 
flection that I had not drawn this misfortune 


on myſelf by * and bad manage- 


ment. 


However, it was neceſſary to take a ſpeedy 
reſolution, and to forig a plan for the future. 
The little re nains of my property was not ſuf- 


| ficient for any new undertaking ; indeed, 4 


could har ly look on it as my property, as 


was poiiible that my elder brother was ann 


alive; although, indeed, after repeated public 


| invitations in the newſpapers, he had not pre- 


ſented himſelf. My nirit buſineſs, therefore, 
was to place theſe 1520 dollars ſafely out to 
intereſt, and to dedicate it entirely to the ſupport 
of my old infirm mother. Aſter I hai, by 


_ theſe means, as far as 1 could, fulfilled the moſt 


boly 
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mained no other determination for me to take, 
| but for me, and my wiſe, and my ſon Daniel, 
who was always of good courage, to live on 
the work of our hands. For this purpoſe, the 
capital appeared the moſt cenvenient place: 
I was in hopes, by means of my acquaintance 
in town, to find an opportunity of giving in- 
ſtructions in mathematics and languages; my 
ſon was to endeaveur to get money by copy - 


ing; and, if the cares of the houſe left my 


wife any leiſure, ſhe might alſo, perhaps, earn 
ſomething by tine needle-work, embroidery, 
and the like. I therefore immediately hired a 
couple of chambers, in 4 little ſtreet, in ***, 
had the remains of my moveable property, car- 


ried there, and prepared myſelf, with my family, 


for eur journey. 
It was in the beginning of the month of 
September, in the. year 178m, that we began our 
pilgrimage: truly. in no very ſplendid equipage. 
To a little carriage, or, as it might be called, 
a covered cart, which in my better days had 


ſood. in the corner of a coach - houſe unuſed; 


was harneſſed a purblind meagre horſe, which 
till now uſed to carry about deer to the villa- 
gers; and which I had reſerves for this jour- 


hey, 


holy of duties impoſed by nature, there re- 
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ney, in order to ſell it afterwards in the town 


to ſome carter. In this humble carriage ſat the 


two women; my ſon and I went by the fide 


to conduct the horſe by turns, and to make him 


go on. 
I muſt ſay, to the honour of the people of 
Wallerthall, that although they were not on 
the whole ſo good a ſort of people, and were 
not ſo heartily attached to us as thoſe at Mehl- 
bach, ſtill no one of them diſcovered any ma- 


licious pleaſure at my misfortunes; but, on the 


contrary, took leave of us with ſorrow and 
affection. However, I perceived that my wife 
was leſs oppreſſed by anxiety for the future, 
than by the ſtate of humiliation to which we 
were reduced from our proſperity. I ſhould 
tell an uniruth if I was to aſſert that I was per- 


fectly at my eaſe; but, nevertheleſs, hardly 
had II loit fight of Wallerthall, when hope and 


good courage filled my heart, and I interrupted 
the ſilence that had, till now, prevailed among 
us. 

«Well, my dear friends, ſaid I, as I was 
preparing a pipe of tobacco as I went along, 
s ſee what a beautiful autumnal morning kind 
Providence has given us to begin our journey ! 
Is it not true that this is a good omen for us ? 

N 2 Ves, 
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Yes, yes; heaven will ſoon ſend us ſtill further 
aſſiſtance, when once we ſhall be known in the 
town—till thea I am under no anxiety; I 
have till reſerved 100 dollars in ready money, 
which I have got with me in this pocket, and 
which are almoit too heavy for me. With 
this we ſhall have enough for ſome months, 
with cconoiny, and in the meaa time we ſhall 
be able to earn ſomething. I recon a great 
deal on my Daniel. You will find that he 
will get ſuch fame by his writing, that the 
Prince will appoint him his private Secretary 
at leaſt,” WE 
By theſe, aud fimilarlively ſpeeches, I ſucceed- 
ed by degrees in giving a more chearful tone to 
our travelling party; From tiuꝭ e to time alſo other 
foot travellers joived us, with whom we entered 


into converſation. Among others, a merry 
journey wan Cabinet-maker accompanied us for 


an hour, who was full of merrimer:t, and ſpoke 
bighly in praiſe of his trade. This led the con- 


verſation to my ſun Gottfried; and that was a 


new fource of comtort to me and my family. 
When we got at the top of a hill, I told them 


the names of the places that could be ſeen from 


thence ; in this manner, time paſſed away im- 
nerceptilly, and we continued to approach the 
reſidence 
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reſidence of the Prince, and which was in future 
to be ours alſo. The phlegmatic diſpoſition, 
and the weakneſs of my horſe, prevented our 
finiſhing our journey in one day; we therefore 
ſtopped at a clean village-inn on the road, 
where we found a decent bed for the two 
women, and ſome ſtraw for myſelf and my 
ſon. The next day we ſet off again early; I 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing the faces of all the 


party look mare chearful than the day before: 


and we arrived about noon at the town. 


272 THE HISTORY OP 


CHAP. XX. 


FATE THAT ATTENDS THE FAMILY IN THE 


CAPITAL. RETURN OF A LOST CHILD, 


DRATH OF THE MOTHER. 


\ y HOEVER has but had the opportunity 
of remarking how difficult it is, without in- 
trigue, without quackery, and without great 


patronage, to gain a livelihood in a capital 


town, in an honourable and uſeful manner, (I 
ſay in an honourable and uſeful manner, for 
rope dancers, tumblers, fidlers, and muſicians, 
and people who purſue other idle arts, ſucceed 
better) I ſay, whoever has had an opportunity 
of obſerving this, will eafily credit that my 
ſon and I took many uſeleſs ſteps at, in 
order to turn our talents to profit. We had it 
advertiſed in the weekly papers, that I was 
ready to give private inſtructions in mathema- 
tics and the languages; and Daniel offered his 
ſervices as a writer, But one week paſſed 
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away after another without any one pre- 
ſenting himſelf, who would give us employ- 


ment. 
I have ever had a diſlike to diſguiſing my 


name; and as I was not conſcious of any ac- 


tion that ſhould oblige me to conceal mine, 1 
boldly named myſelf in the advertiſement 
which I publiſhed in the weekly papers. But 
even this had a bad effect for ine. A ci-devant 


Amtſrath was conſidered by ſome as an officer 


under Government who had been diſmiſſed; by 
others, as one who had been caſhiered with 
diſgrace ; or, perhaps, turned out for all kinds of 
bad actions: and as moſt men would rather 
believe the worſt than give themſelves the 
trouble of examination, this falſe idea was im* 
prefſed on their minds and prevented my get- 


ting on. Ou the other band, the learned corps 


of eſtabliſhed maſters diſputed my right of 
giving inſtructions in the arts and ſciences; of 
which they thought they had the right of mo- 
nopoly. One day, as I was complaining of 


this difficulty to the widow of my friend Frey - 


man, and that good woman who would wil- 
lingly bave given me ſome employment in 


her buſineſs as bookſeller, or have enabled me 


to earn ſometlung as corrector of the preſs, 
N 3 had 
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had not her pecuniary fituation and her trade 
alſo been very circumſcribed, was deviſing all 
kinds of plans for my advantage. Mr. von 
Woellenfarth, one of the gentlemen of the 


doard of green cloth, at this conrt, entered her 


ſhop; which was only ſeparated by a glaſs 
door from the room where I was. This man 
I knew at the time of my viſit at Court, ten 
years before, for a courtier without charaQer, 
effeminate, cold, and haughty ; but he wiſhed 
to paſs for ſomething better, applied himſelf a 
little to literature and the arts, and was in ſome 


|  efteem with the Prince and the nobility ; and 


de affected graciouſly to recollect my infignifi- 
cant perſon ; Madame Frey man introduced me 
to him, acquainted him with my preſent ſitua 
tion, and recommended me to his patronage. 
Such people are not ſparing in promiſes ; he 
alſo offered immediately to give me his intereſt, 
and little as I depended on the performance of 


this promiſe, yet he kept his word this time ia 


a certain way, for he not only obtained per- 
miſſion for me to give inſtructions, but alſo 
took the fooliſh idea into his head of being in- 
ſtructed by me himſelt, in Algebra. With all 
this, I remarked even in the firſt leſſons which 
I gave him, that attention and refled ion were 

not 
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not to be expected on his fide; and that he 
undertook this affair principally in order that he 


might be enabled to chatter in company about 


his new ſtudies ; he alſo put off the leſſons very 


| often, as he could not be got out of his bed till 


nine o'clock hi the morning. At the ſame 
time, he believed himſelf privileged, in return 
for his patronage above mentioned, to pay me 
nothing. However, a beginning was mgde ; 
I was in hopes through him to be recommend- 
ed to other better people ; and my ſon alſo 
procured a lirtle employment now and then. 
But all this brought the money but ſparingly 
into the houſe ; the winter, when every thing 


is dear, was at hand, and the ill health of my 


mother, wh ch continually grew worſe, en- 
creaſed my cares und expences. In this man- 
ner then my little proviſion of money melted 
away very perceptibly ; and the intereſt of the 
1520 dollars, which I hal ſaved, went alſo to 


the apothecary. However, I was firmly re- 


ſolved to leave this capital untouched, as long 
as it would be poflible ; and, rather to (ell 


ſome ot the houſehold furniture, of which there 


were here and there ſoine articles that were not 


ſuited to the houſe o a poor man. But, at the 


lame time, I endearoured to conceal my diſ- 
* 4 BE. 
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treſs from Madame Freyman: as I alſo made 


u ſecret of it to my friend Fuerſtenruf: 
for I knew that both would have preſſed me to 
accept aſſiſtance from them, which they could 
not give me without inconvenience to * 
ſel ves. 

Under theſe circumftances, the character of 
my wife ſhewed itſelf in a very excellent light. 
If, formerly, by unneceſſary complaints ſhe 
had only made the little inconveniences of 


life more ſenſible to me, it was ſhe now who 


inſpired me with courage and confidence in 


Providerce, or rather confirmed me in it; for 
I cannot ſay, that I was for a moment ſunk 


into deſpair : my fon and I had ftill ſtrong 
arms; and to gain as much by daly labour, as 
s ſufficient to preſerve life and'ftrength, and 
a ſound conſcience, does not require the protec- 


tion of a gentleman of the board of green 


cloth. 


My mother appeared to take but little intereſt 


any longer in any of the events of this life; 
ſhe grew every day weaker and weak er, and 


we were in expectation of ſeeing her ſhortly 


torn from our fide ; thus patſed the February 
of the year 1782. 


One day, as our little family circle fat round 
the 
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the bed of my dying mother, and Daniel was 
going to read ſomething to us, a domeſtic a- 
fair obliged him to leave the room for a ſhort 


time. He was ſcarcely gone out, when we 


heard a noiſe, and then a very loud converſa- 
tion ; and ſoon after, a too well known voice 
exclaimed, in theſe words: Oh, my brother. 
my dear brother I zm then once again in thy 
arms—ah ! do thou be my mcdiator—bring me 
to the feet of my belt, my injured parents. 
And now the door opened ſuddenly—Julia pre- 
cipitated herſelf into the room—and hung on 
my neck befure I had time to acquire a certain 
degree of preſence of mind. 

He, who has never been a fati.er—who can- 
not recollect with what pleaſure he once pteſſed 
his firit-born child to his heart, beating with 
tenderneſs and joy, may reproach me with 
want of ſteadiueſs in my principles, when I 


here acknowledge that, at this moment, every 


thought of ſeverity and the determination nevet 


again to receive my fugitive daughter, were 


baniſhed my ſoul; but feeling parents will find 
it very comprehenſible. Added to which, 
misfortune makes us mild and indulgent; and 
who can repulſe a child that voluntarily returns 
to . of poverty and care with her parents? 
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But now my wife exchanged her part with 
mine. She, who had formerly been the adyo- 
cate for the wanderer, now began to break out 
in unkind reproaches towards her. Hey day, 
Miſs!” exclaimed ſne, how comes it to paſs 
that we poor folks have the honour of ſecing 
you with us ?—Are you tired of driving about 
in the great world? There is but little plea- 
ſure to be found with us.— The ſplendid life of 
the theatre will be ſtrongly contraſted with 
ours Il did not let her finiſh her ſpeech ; a 
ſevere look, and the reflection on her own heart, 
melted the reſt of her words into maternal tears 
and complaints. ** Ah! thou haſt occaſioned 
us much ſorrow, wretched girl '—and ſince thy 
flight all kinds of misfortunes have poured down 
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on us, —However, if thy father can forgive 


thee, Iwill willingly be ſilent and forget every 
thing.” 


Only one word,” ſaid I, again interrupt - 


ing my wife, didſt thou know in what nar- 
row circumſtances thou wouldit find us?“ 

« Ah, all, all!” exclaimed Julia, did 1 
know ; and that alone could have given me cou- 
rage to preſent myfelf before your eyes. I do 
not come to be received as your beloved child; of 
that I am not worthy; - I come to ſerve you 
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inſtead of a maid ; and to help you to bear 
the inconveniences of life.—I can work, thank 
God! my days and nights ſhall be dedicated to 


this ſweet duty.” 


* This is enough, my child, fſaid I to hes, 
and held out my hand affectionately to her. 
*« This decides. —Thou art welcome—as long as 
there remains marrow in theſe bones thou ſhalt 


not want, if thou art ſeriouſly determined to 
live virtuouſly and enn y ;—now l begin to 


augur better days for us. 

And now peace was ſoon re-eftabliſhed—all 
ſafferings forgotten—and a day ſo happy that 
we had ſeen few ſuch, in our fortunate times, 
followed this re union. Even my mother ap- 


peared to be a little revivified, and to lock with 


more chearfulneſs towards her releaſe, now that 


me was at eaſe about the deſtiny of the loſt 


child. | 
However, we all wiſhed to learn what could 


which ſhe had choſen with ſuch a paſſionate in- 
clinution. She ſatisfied our curioſity; and the 
explanations which ſhe gave us on that head, 
completed the work of confirming to her my 


forgiveneſs. What follows is the 2 


her narrutive.— 
N 6 As 
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As ſoon as the player and the two young 
women arrived at the town in which the com- 
pany was to act, and where it expected them, 
they eaſily found a prieſt, without conſcience, 
 whopronounced the matrimonial bletling on the 
finger aud Mademoiſelle von Buttenberg. And 
then the two women were received as actreſſes 
by the manager; at ſirſt, indeed, with a ſmall 
ſalary, and a day was appointed for their debut. 
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Julia had imagined, as is often the caſe, that 


the theatrical art was much caſier than ſhe 


found it on experience. The manager found 


much fault with her on her trial—on her actual 
performance ſhe gained no approbation at all. 
ſhe began to fear that ſhe ſhould never ſhine as 
a capital adreſs; and that firſt cooled the great 
warmth with which ſhe had embraced this pro- 
fefion. Shie was, however, afterwards em- 
ployed in another line of act ing; and there ſhe 
ſucceeded a little better. But, unfortunate] y. 
the got by that incans into competition with a 
young adreſs, who had till then been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe parts; was, at the ſame time, 
very pretty, a great coquette, and patronized by 


the young nobility. Julia had now to ſtrug- 


gle againſt a powerful cabal, who fell upon her 
in the moſt unhandſome, and contemptible 
manner. 


n 
— 14 % = 
« _ © 


THE AMTSRATH GUTMAN. 281 


manner. She had now an opportunity of get- 
ting more particularly acquainted with the cha- 
raters of thoſe with whom ſhe lived; ſhe ſaw, 
with horror, that ſhe had got among the moſt 
abandoned creatures; and as her feelings of 
modeſty, virtue, and honour, were diſguſted, 
this finiſhed opening her ey es to her error. 

It was not ſo with her friend—partly, be- 
cauſe her firſt attempts were crowned with bet- 
ter ſucceſs, and ſhe made better progreſs under 
the guidance of her huſband—partly, becauſe 
love blinded the eyes of this worthleſs girl fo 
much, that ſhe ſaw every thing round her in 
the moſt delightful colours. Julia, however, 
ſoon took the reſolution of forſaking the theatre 
while it was yet time; and of imploting the for- 
giveneſs of her much injured parents. She 
wrote ſeveral letters to me, wherein ſhe expreſſ- 
ed the ſincereſt repentance for her miſconduct ; 
and theſe being, as I have related, returned un- 
opened, ſhe perſevered, nevertheleſs, in the 
_ reſolution, whatever might become of her, not 


to lead any longer a life that was grown ſo de- 


teſtable to her. 

There lived in the town a lady of rank, who 
was univerſally famed for her virtue and bene- 
volence, My daughter ventured to have re- 


courle 


©. 3 
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courſe to her—related her hiſtory to her with- 
out reſerve—requeited her counſel and afhift- 
ance—and offered herſelf to her as waiting 
maid ; the being at that time juſt in want of 
a perſon in that capacity, The widow of the 
Privy Counſellor, Mr. von Meinan, (for be it 
known to the reader, that it was to her who 
had formerly been the object of the affection 
of the friend of my youth, to whom a fortu- 
nate ſtar conducted Julia) appeared at firſt to 
have ſome doubt as to the truth of her ſtory. 
However, my daughter ſucceeded in convinc- 
ing her of her ſincerity, and in being received 
into the houſe of this worthy woman, on con- 
dition that ſhe ſhould give up all connexion 
with the players, even with the companion of 
her follies ; and now the lady treated her in a 
truly maternal manner. 
According to my daughter's account, the ace 
tual temper of mind of Madame Meinan, had 
much reſemblance ta that of Mr. von Fuer- 


ſtenruf. She alſo appears cold, reſerved, to 


take little intereſt in mankind, whoſe ſociety 
ſhe avoids; and to whom ſhe does good when» 
ever ſhe has an opportunity. She ſoon com- 


pleted the work of curing Julia of her extra- 
ragant, romantic ideas; and, for that purpoſe, 
| took 


1 
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took care that ſhe ſhould be conſtantly em- 
ployed. At the ſame time, ſhe adviſed her not 
to take any more ſteps for her re- admĩſſion into 


the parental houſe, till her own heart affure 


her that ſhe was perfectly worthy of it, and per- 
fectly rational. This period arrived after ſome 
months: my daughter had, in the mean time, 
acquired confidence in herſelf, and now begged 
Madame von Meinan to aflitt her in a recon- 
ciliation with her parents. The excellent 
woman had, during this time, made ſecret en- 
quirtes reſpecting my fituation ; and had re- 
ceived pretty exact accounts of the narrow cir- 
eumſtances in which we were. When ſhecom- 
municated to Julia this diſcovery, nothing 
could reſtrain my daughter from baitening to 
us. Her patroneſs approved of her determi- 
nation, and thought it proper to leave her en- 
tirely to herſelf in this ſtep ; but promiſed: hes 
if it thould fail, to exert herſelf powertully 
tor ber. With this, the gave ber money for 
her journey ; and let her go. The reader is 
acquainted with the reſt. 

[ telt ſtrongly impelled to expreſs my thank- 
fulneſs to Madame von Meinan, by letter; and 
could not refrain from hinting, with delicacy, 
however, by a word or two in the letter which 

I wrote 
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I wrote to her, that I was not entirely unac- 
quainted with the hiftory of her heart. 

Thus, in the middle of poverty, a part, at 
leaſt, of our domeſtic felicity was reſtored. It 
appears, alſo, as if from that moment the fa- 
vouring hand of Providence leaped towards us 
again. The occaſion alſo ſoinetimes offered of 


Julia found means, through the woman where 
we lodged, who was kind and ready to 
aſſiſt any one, to ſell ſome fine embroidery 
which ſhe had performed with great ingenuity, 


In the mean while, however, what we had ſo 


long foreſeen, happened ; the death of my dear 
mother ; which filled us with ſorrow, and, at 


the ſame time, a little deranged our domeſtic 
circumſtances. Depreſſion of ſpirits, and in- 


activity, now prevailed, for ſome tine, in our 
| little circle—deprived of one of its members; 
| however, we ſoon took courage, returned to 


work again, and began to firuggle with fortune 


anew, | 


CHAP, 


gaining a little by our labour; in particular, 
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CHAP. XXI. 


NEW MISFORTUNE. AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE 
RENEWED. GUTMAN'S JOURNEY TO HIS 
SON. EVENTS ON THE ROAD. 


Tar good proſpects of better earnings, of 
which I have ſpoken in the preceding chapter, 
did not ſeem as if they would deceive us. A 
whole year elapſed, in which I was not obliged 
to break in on my little capital ; but provided 
for all the expences of houſe · keep eng by what 
our induſtry procured us. Indeed, we lived 
with extreme frugality and prudence ; but, we 
were chearful, healthy, and careleſs ;—ſomes» 
times, of a Sunday, took a long and pleaſant 
wal: into the conntry, and began to forget 
that we had ever ſeen more ſplend:d days; nay, 
my dear wife, gave up all affoctai on of gran» 
deur, and conſented immediately when I told 
her that I had hopes cf placing honeit Dautel, 
next ſummer, as Clerk in the Prince's ſervice, 
| | at 


o 
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at the very ſame place which I had formerſy 
farmed, and which was now under adminiftra« 
tion. | | 

This happy temper of mind was, however, 
ſuddenly deſtroyed by a dreadful account which 
we received by the poſt, in the month of Octo- 
ber, of the yeur 1783, and which was contained 
in a ſhort letter from my ſon Gottfried, 

He had accuſtomed us to receive frequent, 
and always welcome accounts from him ;— 
his apprenticeſhip was nearly finiſhed, and he 
was ſoon to begin his travels. The day en 
which we teceived letters from him, or his 
maſter, was always a holy-day for us. This 
time, it immediately ſtruck me, that the letter 
came by a different poſt ;—and, alſo, that it 
was not from Nordhauſen—and that it looked 
ſo badly and ſo haſtily written, I opened it 
with unenſineſs, and read what follows: 


„EAT 


® It is cuſtomary on the Continent for mechanics, when 
they have finiſhed their apprenticeſhip, to travel round the 
principal towns of the country: at each of which they 
work as journeymen z---without which they are not ſup- 
poſed to have made themſelves maſter of their buſineſs, and 
are not admit ed into the corporation of the trade they in · 
tend to follow. Note of Tran. 


* 
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% BEST OF YArHRERS. 
Do not be frightened when * read this. 
I have had the misfortune, through artifice and 
force, to fall into the hands of an Auſtrian recruit» 
ing party; - they are now taking me to Glatz in 
Bohemia. We are on the march. The ſub- 
altern officer, who has the command, belongs to 
cke regiment of ***, I have found means to 
write theſe lines ſecretly. Anhoneſt innkeeper 
has undertaken to have them conveyed to you. 
I will do every thing to get ſree; perhaps, 
| alſo, you can help me. Only comfort my 
mother, I am till the grave, 
Four dutiful ſon, | 
Gira, in Saxony, % GOTTFRIED.” 
the 10th of October. 


The next day there came à letter, alſo, from 
Mr. Martin, in which he informed me, with 
the ſincereſt ſorrow, that my ſon had taken a 
walk out of the town the preceding Sunday, 
and did not return to the houſe till evening. 
That be (Mr. Martin) immediately the next 
day morning, made enquiries, and learnt fo far, 
that the young man had been ſeen ſpeaking to 
an Imperial non-commiſſioned officer. That 
he knew that the officer had had deſigns on my 

ſon 
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ſon for ſome time. That ke went immediately 
to the recruiting officer, who, however, pre- 
tended to know nothing of the matter. That 
probably they had already ſent him off, &c. 
It may eaſily be imagined, what a thunder- 
ſtroke this was to us all. The two women loſt 
all compoſure, and gare up their ſon and brother 
for loſt, The good Daniel wanted to enliſt in 
Gottfried's place; ** it is leſs conſequence for 
me,” ſaid he, I only coſt my parents money, 
and eara little.” For myſelf, I remained for 
fome moments dumb and ſpeechleſs : I then 
collected myſelf, and quickly took the refolu- 
tion of going myſelf to my poor ſon. I knew 
the road which he had taken, and the regiment 
to which the perſon belonged, who had trepan- 
ned him. The commander of this regiment 
will certainly have more feelings of humanity: 
ſaid I, I will finda man to ſupply his place, 
at my own expence ; we will turn our little 
bond into money, which I will take with me, 
and offer to the commanding officer; and if 
nothing can ſotten the hard-hearted man, I will 
go directiy to Vienna, and throw wyſelf at the 
feet of the good Emperor: he will hear me; he 
will not wiſh to tear from a comfortleſs tanuly, 
their lat hope. Thon, my faithful virtuous 
Daniel, 


| 
| 


4 
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Daniel, thou mutt remain with thy mother and 


litter ; comfort them, help them to earn their 
maintenance; God will ſoon bring me back 


again to you all.“ 


I had hardly ſaid this, when I heard outſide, 
the voice of a ſtranger enquiring for me; our 
landlady knocked at the door, and then entered, 
and introduced with her a well-dretled gentle- 


man, in whom I recognized, at firſt fight, the 


treaſurer Mr. Flackard : whom the reader will 
recolle&, and, as well as the circumſtance, that 
in my journey in 1770, after he had deſcribed 
to me, the melancholy ſituation in which he 
then was; I gave him 600 dollars; and left it 
to his pleaſure, either to return me the ſam at 
any future period or not, juſt as his heart 
and his fortune ſhould incline him. He was 
now, according to outward appearances, in 
quite a different fituation. He had, with the 
afliſtance of this money, married the lady he 
loved, and got poflethon of the appointment 
offered him. During the firſt years, it had not 
beed poffible for him to lay any thing by, to 
pay off his debt; he atterwards met with many 
misfortunes, which threw him back; he had 
now, for the firſt time, by means of an unex- 
peed inheritance, lately acquired a little pro- 


perty, 
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perty, which had placed him in a fituation to 


fulfil a duty to me, which lay heavy on his 


mind ; but he had found it difficult to diſcover 
my preſent place of abode. As ſoon as he had 
found it out, nothing ſeemed more prefling to 
him, than to ſet off with his bag of money, and 
come to me. | 
After he had endeavoured to expreſs to me, 
all that a good heart inſpired him with, he took 
out his mammon, and wanted to oblige me, 
inſtead of the 600 dollars, to receive 1000. I 
was ſtrongly tempted in my preſent ſituation, 
to take, at leaſt, as much above the ſum, as the 


intereſt, during the thirteen years, might have 


amounted to. Perhaps, even I ſhould at laſt, 


have yielded to the very prefling entreaties of 


the good Flackard, had I not concluded from 


his own account, that although he was in a ſitu- 


ation to pay his debt, he, however, was nothing 
leſs than rich. I therefore refuſed, with firm- 


neſs, to touch more than the bare amount of 


what I had lent him ; and thanked God in my 


heart, for having ſent me this aſſi ſtance, at ſo 


very convenient a time. It could be perceived, 


that Mr. Flackard was concerned, not to be able 


to perſuade me to receive any thing more; but 


alſo, that another delicate feeling reſtrained him 
a from 


,, NO MTY 
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from continuing to be more pteſſing: it could 
not, in fact, eſcape his obſervation, when he 
threw his eyes round our little apartment, that 
we did not abound in wealth; and thercfore, 


probably, he feared to wound my pride, by ap- 


pearing to give himſelf the air of a venefaQor, 
to a man who had formerly ſaved him from 
want. 

There was an end of the matter therefore ; : 
and Mr. Flac! ard leit us, after having again 
repeated the moit lively aſſurances of gratitude, 
and aſter having begged that I would permit 


bim to write to me ſometimes. 1 ſhould have 


been glad to have him ſhewn ſome hoſpitality, 


but our circumſtances did not permit it, and the 
jonruey I was going to take, ſerved me for a 
decent excuſe : betiies, I carefully avoided the 


occaſton of acquainting him with my paſt, and 


_ preſent ſituation. 


I had never ſaid any thing to my wife of the 
uſe I had made of theſe 600 dollars; the unex- 
pected appearance ot this money was, therefore, 
ſo much the more ſurpriſing to her: however, I 
took occaſion from thence, to make both her 


and my children obſerve the care of a good 


Providence to inſpire them with freſh courage 
. to tranquillize them on our approaching 


ſeparation. 
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ſeparation. I left fifty dollars with them—I 
deſtined another fifty for my journey—and the 
remaining five hundred I put up in a little bag, 
in the hopes of purchaſing my ſon's freedom 
with it, The ſame day I ſet off in the poſt 
Coach. | | | 
My readers are, perhaps, afraid, that I am 
going to treat them, for the third time in this 
book, with the deſcription of a journey; but 
that will not be tue caſe. I muſt, alſo, acknow - 


ledge, that although I ſet out in a pretty tranquil 


Kate of mind, yet I was not in ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion, that the objects around me could intereſt 
me much. But I muſt, however, make men- 
tion of an event that befel me on the way, and 


which had like to have had diſagreeable conſe- 


quences for me. 

I travelled day and night, in fpite of the 
uncomfortable autumnal weather, in order to 
get to the end of my journey the ſooner, and 
to ſave expence. But neither body or ſoul were 


accuſtomed to any extraordinary exertion, and 


I therefore found myſelf conſtrained, when I 
arrived in the evening at ***, to remain there, 
in order to take care of my health, which I found 
affected, till the next day of the departure of 
the poſt coach. I had got a violent fever, and 


longed 
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longed for a bed. I was ſhewn to an inn, 
which, as it was exactly the time of the great 
annual fair, was full of merchants from diffe- 
rent placeg, and other people; however, I got 
a clean little chamber on the ſecond ſtory. I 


aſked for ſome tea, which the very talkative 


inn-keeper brought me himſelf. As he ſaw 


that I was very feveriſh, he aſſured me, that 


three had been a man in his houſe for ſome days, 
who performed miraculous cures, without re- 
ceiving a farthing reward, and who would 
quickly reſtore me to health. All my refuſals 
were in-vain; I was obliged to conſent to ſee 
the itrange doctor; —he went to fetch him. 
As the light blinded my eyes, which were 
affected by the violence of the pain in my 
head, I had entirely excluded it at the foot of 
the bed: when, therefore, the wonderful man 
appeared, I could not clearly ſee his counte- 
nance. He fat himſelf dewn by me, felt my 
pulſe, and then began a learned diſcourſe.— 


All diforders in the human body,” ſaid he, 


among other things, ** ariſe principally from 
this, that by means of ſome external cauſe, 
the proper harmony between the earthly being 
and the true Archzus is deſtroyed. Therefore, 
it is neceſſary to combat the preponderance of 
| | 0 the 


I9t - . THE " HISTORY OF 


be material part; and to call upon the great 


by of the world, at. the ſame time, that he 
ay work with more force on the Spiritus 
ector. For this effect tlie bleſſed e elementary 
Equinodtial f Balſam, prepared b y the inſtructor, 4 
is of ſervice, above all things.” 

Ty beg, fir,” faid TI, interrupting him, 

* that 3 Jou will permit me one queſtion ; have 
k fot the honour of ſeeing i in you, the Mr. 
Pechflat, whom, once on a journey —— 
. Fe am he, fir,” he replied, without letting 
me me finiſh what I was going to ſay; and now he 
continued his learned diſſertation. But as I 
rather wanted repoſe, than inſtruction in ſublime 

wiſdom, 1 begged him to defer the reſt of his 
difcourſe tif the next morning; and to leave 
me now alone. He did that unwillingly: and 
not without forcing on me a little glaſs of drops, 
which I was determined not to . 

Slee ep, of which I was much in want, came 
and heel me till the day broke; and with 
the day, carhe alto the m pyſtic philoſopher. He 


111 


Was Juſt | going to begin where he left off yeſ- 
terday, when a violent noiſe in the room next 
mine interrupted our converſation. The noiſe 
rontinued to grow louder and londer in the 
houſe ; and, at A my door was opened with 


violence— 


+ 
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violence—a number of men entered and ag» 
reſted us both, by the command of the 

magiſtrates, J obliged them, with difficulty, 
to explain. the reafon of their conduct; which 
was, thata merchant in the-next room to mine, 
had been robbed, during the night, of a great 
fum of money, and many valuables; and ag 
there was no one ſlept in the ſame ſtory, except 
me and Mr. Pechflat, and as he had already 
excited ſome ſuſpicion, which by his acquain- 
tance with me, fell alſo on my perſon, they 
thought they opglt, before al ch ings, to ſecure 
us. They contented themſelves, however, 
with guarding each of us ſeparately. in our 
own chamber, after having ſeized every thing 
that belonged to ys. 
Conſcious as I was of my innocence, I 
might have remained perfectly eaſy ; but the 
crooked paths of Juſtice, in moſt of the States 
in Germany, were ſufficiently known to me, 
and I feared leaft the examination of the affair 
might take up time, by which means, I houlll 
not · only be delayed in my ſo neceſſary journey, 
but alſo my family might be thrown into the 
_ greateſt anxiety, However, it went off better 
than 1 2 Indeed, the conſiderable ſum 
0 2 of 
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of money found on me, which did not ſeem 
to agree with my humble appearance, in other 
reſpects, excited ſome ſuſpicion againſt me. But 
I related, with the unembarraſſed manner, de- 


rived from a good conſcience, the circuinſtan- 


ces which had occaſioned my journey — had, by 
good luck, the letter of my ſon, and that of his 
maſter with me :—our Judge was, which is not 
always the caſe, a man of ſound judgment, 
knowledge of mankind, and benevolence ; 
and, what decided the matter, the man of mi- 


the author of the theft, after a part of the 
money and valuables, which bad been miſſed, 
- were found on him. As for what concerns the 
Roficrucian philoſopher, who will no more 
make his appearance in this book, I have ſince 
learat, that a condemnation to the Houſe of 
Correct ĩon, for the reit of his life, put an end 
to his myſtical career. He will now, at laſt, 


de of ſome uſe to the State by making hartſ- 


horn ſhavings :—pity but his bigh and worthy 
directors could be put into the ſame tate of 
| ufeful activity. 
As ſoon as the poſt · coach. {et off again, I 
continued my journey—came to Gera, where I 
ſought 


racles, Mr. Pechflat, ackuowledged himſelf as 


-d 
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fought for the honeſt inn-keeper who had taken 
charge of my ſon's letter—got informed of the 
road the recruiting party had taken—and reach- 


ed, without accident or adventure, the fortreſs of 
Glatz. 


208  AUWHISTORY or 


' MAPPY EXPLANATION. HISTORY or 4 MAW 
THAT HAD BEEN LONG LOST. PLEASANT 
PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE, 


My defire of finding again my loſt ſon was 
fo great, that as ſoon as I entered the Inn, at 
Glatz, although I felt myſelf actually unwell, 
and extremely fatigued, I nevertheleſs imme- 
diately enquired after'the-party of recruits that 
muſt have come here lately from Nordhauſen. | 
I was yet ſtanding in the entrance of the Inn, 5 
and talking about it to my landlord, when a | 
footman, ingenteel livery, entered, and enquired 
after the Amtſrath Gutman, who was juſt come 
by the poſt-coach, and had given in his name 
at the gates. This was ſo much the more ſur- 
prifing, as I fancied I was known to no one in 
Glatz. But my ſurpriſe was changed into hope 
| When the ſervant delivered to me the moſt po- 
Lte-meflage from Major von Ehrenwerth, of the 


regiment 
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regiment of ***, (the very ſame to which the 
non-compiſlioned officer belonged, "who had 
kidnapped my ſon) and an invitation to go to 
him immediately, juſt as I was, in my trayel- 
ling dreſs, as it was neceſſary far him to ſpeak 
to me. The man would not fay any thing | to 
my prefling enquiries about the recruits ; 
therefore reprefled my curioſity 3 and followed 
him. 

my Was zation into a, houſe, bangſomely 
built, and elegantly furniſhed ; after waiting 
A ' fttle 1 while, i in an anti-chamber, a man aboyt 
fifty. Fears « old entered; :—he v WAS in uniform, and 
decorated with A military order—he came up | 
to me—held out his hand to me, in an affection- 
ate, manner, that ſurpriſed 'me—andfaidnothing 
= ede You f ſeek your, fon; | He is well, 
the hapds of a. Friend, "and. 7 owſhall now 
| 75 e Qn. this, he 8 the door 
| of z2 cla et, gd gy dear Gottfried | ſprung * 
Aug Ws co ut 8 1 25 Kue med 
me, full 0 f lo — py ff hers, he 15 
A I am all, our an are at zn end'! ! 
„Tuis geperoys TI: 0940077 ny, hengipgr 
540 e he is alſo your brother f” 
> fg Nil. exo eee, the 
12 epd 4 We a þe 
| able 
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able to repreſent to themſelves, with what 
ſenſations my heart was filled at this unex- 
peRed diſcovery. Without, therefore, at- 
_ terapting to paint it, or giving a minute de- 
ſcription of the ſcene that enſued, in which 
every thing that was as yet enigmatical to me, 
was explained; and we then gave leoſe to the 
expreſſion of our joy and affection: I will 


rather funply relate what had happened to * | 


fon, after his march from Gera. 

The non-commiſſioned officer who con- 
ducted the recruits, was not the ſame who had 
artfully trepanned my fon ; but a friendly and 

humane man, who was, indeed, obliged to ob- 
ſerve his duty in not letting any one eſcape— 
but who ſhewed him every ſort of kindneſs, 

and who boaſted to him, on every occafion, of 


the upright way of thinking of his Major, Mr. 


yon Ehrenwerth. Gottfried was, therefore, a 


little conſoled ; and hoped to be able to obtain 
| kis diſcharge from this ſuperior officer, by re- 


preſenting the circumftances to him. 
As ſoon as the party of recruits came to 


Glatz, and were preſented to the Major, he 


aſked every individual recruit, his name, his 
country, and the manner of his being enliſted. 


When it came to 9 and he had 


named 


i 
3 


* 


. 
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named the place of his birth, the Major ſent 


the others out; and then enquired about ſo 
many little circumRances, that at. laſt the 


diſcovery, , ſo fortunate for us, was made, that 
this good man was no other than my brother, 
who had. been loſt four and thirty years before. 
But;.I-will relate how all this was connected 


together, in my brother's own words, who 
communicated to me his hiftory as ſoon as we 


became a little compoſed. . 
Perhaps thou doſt not know, my dear 


| brother, ſaid he, for thou waſt at that time 


very young, that I was defigned by my father, 
quiteagainſt my own inclination, to beaforeſter. 


The profeſſion of a ſoldier had been, from my 
_ earlieſtchildhoed, the object of my wiſhes: and 


the coarſe unamiable diſpoſition of the upper 


foreſter, with whom I was to remain to learn 
the buſineſs, contributed, in every reſpec, to 


make the life, to which I was deſtined, doubly 
hateful to. me. I wrote letters full of com- 
plaints and entreaties to my father, which were 


not attended to. I therefore took the reſolu - 


tion, in the warmth of my temper, to run 
away; and to open to myſelt another * dy 


my own exertions.”” ' 


_ Not half a mile diſtant from the folitay 
; OS. dwellug 
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' dwelling of the upper forefter, whichuwas 


'$tnated' in the middle of the woods, there was 
an Inn, vn the high road, at; which we ufed- 


ſometimes to breakfaſt when we. were Git 
hunting: and, each time, met there a couple 
of Anitrian-recruiting õfficers, from theneiph- 
bouring Imperial town - of *. Their. ſhowy 
unlforms, and ſtill- more, their uccounts of the 
pleaſanttieſsvſ x foldrer's Ffe; had male a hvely 


impreſſion on me. F took ehe- veſobetion- bf 


putting myſelf-under tie protection · of theſe 
men of war; on the firſt opportunity. found 
this dpportuntty one day When L was ſent ont 
alone; T unboſbmed myſelf de the reentitng 
"officers; whd did not turn me away=amads! ul 
kinds of advantageous terms for my ſelf, which, 


as is generally che eaſe, were immediately 


agreed to- took enliſtnig * aud "was :fint 
"fotward. 

The puniſhment for —— 
by which I certainly gave pain toi my pamnts, 
- foort”vyettook me. None: of the editing 
that were made with me were ful filled. b mas 
4 minſquettser, und fo I remained; and-was 
* placed 3 in” garriſon in the interror parts 20f 
Hungary. In this humiliating nation I mas 


med to 3 if Lliad been per- 
mitted 


4 
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«mitted: ſo to] do: ; and thus year after yęar 
« piſſed away, till the, beginning of the ſeven 
years war, when, aa I- wrete a good hand. 
had ſome other uſeful, knowledge-rand as no 
1 reproaches: could be made on;my,, moral con- 
duct, I was promoted, to the ank of non»cgm- 
miffioned officer. 
-»55;Now::my. ambition was W L had 
the:good fortune to diſftinguſh., myſelf, on, xa- 
— by my; caurage, and ſome pre- 
ſence of mind: — I as recommended tothe 
Emperor to be made a om iſſioned officer 
I. roſe ep by. ſtap anch at thę and of the war, 
- returned; into garriſon with a company, letters 
of mobility, and-this: military order: — at the 
> ſame time that the. Emperor promoted me. he 
changed m y name. 
Soon after the peace, I — 
- rich, and agrecable:-widow, in whoſe, neigh- 
1,-bourbobd I. was quartered; whe liked me 
7iſhe gave me her hand z we dived together very 
happily ſome ears :: death tors, het nom me 


-——ſhe neithes Jeft.bebipd,her; children or ela- 


tion : — ſhe therefore made me her ſole heir” and 


I became moans of a very n pro- 


"es 
Fortune, not · yet Gn 


t. with · having 
— _ 
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raiſed me fo far, ſtill continued favourable to 
me in my military career. I was promoted to 
the rank of Major: I obtained ſome particular 
appointments, by which both honour and 
money were to be gained; and thus, my dear 
brother, I arrived to the comfortable fituwion 
in which thou now findeſt me. 

My defire of ſeeing again my country, 
and my family; was net however extinguiſhed. 
I have told thee why I did not write home 
before the war;—during the campaigns, how- 
ever, it could not be done at all with ſafety. 
Immediately after the peace, my mind was 
engroſſed with the plan of making a pilgrimage 
to the place of my 'nativity—of ſurpriſing my 
old father and mother with the appearance of a 
ſon, whom they had probably given up for 
loſt; but various affairs and obſtructions put off 

the execution of this plan from time to time. 
I wrote, therefore, at laſt, to Mehlbach, but 
received ꝰ the letter back again, with the account 
on the outſide that no one of my family was to 
de, met with there any longer; I. could. not 

N a lſo 


® The reader already knows how that happened. But, 
in all probability, the Major had not ſeen any of the pa- 
pers in which advertiſements were addreſſed to him. 
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alſo learn, at ſo great a Giſtauce, what was be- 
come of you all. 


„ Merciful Providence as, in th mean 


time, fulfilled my wiſhes unexpetedly : and 


that exactly ut ua time when I am in circume« 
ſtances to be able to aſſiſt my beloved rela- 
tions, in their leſs comfortable ſituation. I 
am now firmly refulved never more to ſeparate 
from you. I will requeſt my diſcharge from the 
Emperor. He has officers enough in his ſer- 


vice who poſſeſs more merit than I, and are 


not yet riſea ſo high. My health declining, 
I long for repoſe, and for the air of my own 


country. In ſhort, I will live with you. My 


property is thine, my dear brother ; I deliver 
it, as well as myſelf, into thy hands. Thou 
art a man, who muſt have known, 'ere this, 


how money can be beſt employed. Oaly let 


me have nothing to do with it, but live with- 
out care in thy houſe, and finiſh my days in 
the midſt of a happy family.” | 
Gratitude and joy filled my heart at the 
language of this dear brother. My firſt 
buſineſs was to inform my wife, by a few 
lines, of the lucky turn our fortune had taken ; 
and then I propoſed to the Major the plan I had 


formed for our future life, and which had for 


its 
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itzobjeQ, to ſatisfy.the wiſhes of all, without 
making any of us dependent on each other. 


The following chapter will make the fender 
agguainted.yrith. it, 


* 


—2— — 
— — 
* - 

. 
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CHAP. Men. 


ru AN FOR THE FUTURE, EXECUTION or 1. 
SUMMARY CONTINUATION OF THE FAMILY 
HISTORY TILL THE PRESENT DAY. con- 
CLUSION. | 


Tx propotat.vhich.L.mage to.my ,brothge 
was. as follows :—with his, capital, to free the 
property of my earlieſt. friend. Euenitenryf 
Fram debt ; aud put him. again in ꝑaſſeſſio. of 
3t. The Major wauld then hecome poſſeſſed 
'of, the rights of the formen creditors, of .whigh 
an account was. to, be taken; ,according to 
which, the intereſt, and. a certain proportion of 
the principal, were ta be deduced yearly. from 
the income of. each eſtate. This arrangement 
would not only induce Mr. von Fuerſtemuf to 
quit the ſeryice of the Duke of , and ſettle 
;atMehlbach ; but he. would. alſo certainly, agree 
o let me reut the manor. of Mehlbach. ,My 

3 was then to come to us; and we ſaguld 
. all 
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all live together again on the ſpot where we 


firſt ſaw the light of the day. 


This ſcheme was exactly to the taſte of my 


dear brother: and we did not delay putting it 


in execution. Two days after, I departed with 


my ſon Gottfried, who continued firmly refolyed 
not to forſake the buſineſs he had choſen ; his 
arrival at Nordhauſen occaſioned the moſt lively 
joy in his maſter's houſe. The only daughter 
of the honeſt Mr. Martin, a modeſt, penteel, 
well educated girl, who liked the young man 


as much as he was devoted, with his whole 


foul, to her, was particularly rejoiced at his 
return. A little while afterwards he was ad- 
' mitted into the corporation of Cabinet-makers, 
and went on his travels, as the laws of thoſe 


corporations require. He returned a few years 


fince a clever, ſenfible young man, and provided 
with knowledge of the world ſuitable to his 


Faithful to him ;—the old father, who was a 
little worn out, and wiſhed for repoſe, gave up 


the bufineſs to him: — Gottfried became maſter 


Cabinet - maker married the miſtreſs of bis 

| heart—bas led ever fince a very active and 
happy life at Nordhauſen—and has lately 
made me a grand-father, 


„ „ a> ty oo weomwy ' oS oÞ 


* e r + Mini F—YY 


Situation. His Earneſta had remained true and 


From 


er e ee 


— 
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From Glatz, I went a little out of my way 
to make my friend Fuerſtenruf the propoſal 
that concerned him. It did not require much 
perſuaſion to induce him to accede to it; and 
in a few weeks every thing was ſett!ed with 
the creditors be had inherited, The lawyer 
Mr. Hamſterfield, was the perſon the leaſt con- 
tented with this arraagement. I believe it 


| ſhortened his days, for he died ſoon after of 


the apoplexy. 
As ſoon as Mr. von Fuerſtenruf was again 


in poſſeſſion of his property, be let me farm 


not only Mehlbach, but alſo all his other 
manors: and as my ſon Daniel is now quite 
grown up, I have placed him on one of 
them, which he manages with propriety and 
regularity. He now only wants a good wife; 
but that alſo, I think, will ſoon be found, for 
he is an excellent, as well as an agreeable and 


lively lad : and underſtands K well 


as any one. 

My daughter bas, by her dation, ever ſinee 
her return to her parents, for ever effaced the 
remembrance.of her mifcondut. A very vir- 
tuous and clever phyician in the neighbour- 


| heod, who often viſits us, has an attachment 
to her, and has lutely ; * ber band, As yet 


the 
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thie girl affbcts to heſitate a little, but I know 
ſhe will ſoon ſay yes, for the phy ſiciam is nothing 


leſs than indifferent ts her. I wifh I could 


give the reader as agreeable an account'of Ju- 
lia's former companion, Mademoiſelfe yon 
Buttenberg'; but, alas! that cannot be.—The 
worthleſs man who carried her off, hoped that 
at laſt, her parents would be induced to come 
forward with à ſum of money: but they 
would never hear any thing again of their ill- 


adviſed child. The finger now ſound that he 
had made, at leaſt, as fooliſh a match as his 


noble wife; and this {6 much the mote; as her 
talents for the theatre, which at firſt ſeemed to 
promiſe fomething, did not afterwards improve. 
He, therefore, one day, made a little bundle of 
his and her beſt things, and ſet off and left her. 
From this time, his wretched wife, who till 
travels about Germany with the company of 
as 4 very indiffefent ackreſs, has abandon- 
ed herſelf to a kind of life, that muſt una void- 


ably one day , end in want, too lafe In, 


and deſpair. 

1 mould, however, have been only half 
| Hippy, had I not ſucceeded in occafioning a 
change in the temper of mind of the friend of 
my youth'; but this pleaſure alſo was reſerved 
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fe me. At firſt, I let him go on his own 


way undilturbed. fe lived in a very ſolitary 


manner at Mehlbach!: how ey er, he was not 


in want of occupations that gave pleaſure to 
his heart. His peaſantry, who during the un- 
conſcientious adin/niitration of his property, 
bad been extremely opprelſed, ſoon became the 
object of his truly paternal care; as he began 
to feel that there are ſtill in the world people 

capable of gratitude and attachmeat ; if not in 
palaces, at dealt 3 in thatched cottages. All hi; 
peaſa try love and vencrate him. 

But I coutd not bear the idea that ſo excel- 
lent a man ſhould never taſte the beſt domeſtic 
Joys ; for that reaſon then I formed a plan, in 
which J alſo ſucceeded. I found, by cloſer 


_ obſervation, that the remembrance of the firſt. 


object of his affection, was not yet obliterated 
from his heart. And what hinders, then,” 
ſaid I to myſelf, ** that too ſuch good ſouls, 
formed for each other, ſhould not be united 


ſhe is a widow—he is ſingle, and ſufficiently 


rich.” On that, I reſolved to make my tirſt 
attempt as a match- maker; and without boaſt- 


ing, 1 conducted myfelf, on the . like 
an old practitioner. 


The nn. never to de forgotten, which 
Madame 


TYF. 4 


- 
os 
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Madame von Meinan bad ſhewn my daughter 
Julia, gave me a kind of right to expreſs my 
gratitude to ber for it in perſon. Under this 
pretence, I went quietly to her; and, on this 
occaſion, effected my ſcheme. But how I ſet 


about it, that my readers will not hear, that 


they may not learn my art. Enough, that in 
the year 1786, the friend of my youth led his 
Louiſa to the altar; and I ſtood by in a fine 
new coat, and with an air of triumph. It 
mult be expected of conrſe, that the clergy- 
man, Mr. Pittman, who has not yet forſaken 


the accurfed fury of verſe making, celebrated 


the union of the noble conple by a poem. He 
predicated to them both, in it, how happily and 
joyfully they would 1 in future live; and he bas 
propheſied true. 

My dear brother Ebrenwerth has lately come 
and ſettled with us, with all his property ; and 
now let any one, if he can, come and tell me 
that there is any where in the world, a circle of 
happier beings than we are who live adi 
in our little village of Mehlbach. 


FINIS. 


